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ABSTRACT

Cartoon is one of the strongest pragmatic genres of art that employs lines and

words as its medium. With the help of lines and words, it expresses a unique form of

aesthetics and pragmatics.  Cartoon is a form of performing art which dramatizes in

minuscule form the weaknesses and necessities of a society like the different genres

of literature and paintings.  Sometimes, its method of projecting a message is different

from those of other genres.  That is why, cartoon is a unique art.  It has the inherent

power to express the great political and social dramas in very concise forms.

Generally, cartoonists use typical characters who are the voyeurs of the ups and

downs.  The characters who are depicted in cartoon come from the society from

where they take their origin. Though the tendency of drawing cartoon has a very

long history, it acquires its momentum in the national contents.  For example only

after the restoration of democracy in 1990 and 2006.  Now cartoon has become a

dominant form that spreads its message up to the audience through different mediums

such as T.V., Radio, Newspapers and so on.



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

The thesis entitled “Aesthetics and Pragmatics of Cartoon” by Laxman Prasad

Shrestha submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University has

been approved by the undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Members of Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head

Central Department of English

Date: -



CONTENTS

Page No.

Acknowledgement

I - Introduction 1-20

What Genre is it? 1

Cartoon and Drama 6

Cartoon and Poem 10

Carton and Essay 14

Cartoon and Story 18

II - Who is the "Voyeur"? 21-39

Cartoonist 21

Socio-Cultural Picture of Characters 27

Class 27

Gender 30

Race 33

Faith 34

Rebellion 36

III - Historicist Mode of Cartoon 40-63

R.K. Laxman and Theme Analysis of His Cartoons 44

Birth and Childhood 44

His Career 44

Theme Analysis of his Cartoons 45

History of Cartoon in Nepal, and Nepalese Cartoonists 48

Durga Baral (Vatsyayana) and Theme Analysis of His Cartoons 53



Birth and Childhood 53

His Education and Carrer 53

Theme Analysis of His Cartoons 54

Rajesh K.C. and Theme Analysis of His Cartoons 58

Birth and Childhood 58

His Career as a Cartoonist 59

Theme Analysis of His cartoons 60

IV - How does it Speak? 64-70

V - Where does it Speak? What is its Theater? 71-82

Newspaper 72

Magazines 74

Television 76

VI - Range of Cartoon 78

VII - Conclusion 83

Works Cited


