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Abstract

Analyzing Helen Benedict’s Sand Queen (2011), the present research claims <+ - - Formatted: Font: Italic, Font color: Auto,
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that agency plays a vital role in shaping and articulating choices of the people even in \\\\\\[ Formatted: Font color: Auto
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the most uneven of the times like the war. Making a detailed study of two of the
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charactersin the context of Iragi war, this paper attempts to see the ways in which

their choices are negotiated in the critical time. Kateis an American soldier in the

prison guard.guard. Katewhe became friend withs Naema, an Iraqui medical science - { Formatted: Font color: Auto
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This research focuses on the ways peopl e find themsel ves asserting amid the

most uneven circumstances. Discussing on war and its consequences in the formation

of agency in people, it analyzes Helen Benedict’s perceptions of Iraqi war in which

the interaction between the Islamic people and -the US soldiers takes place. Fhis

different sentence: how do you-connect? War has become a great problematic reason - { Formatted: Font color: Auto )

to American soldiers during war time and to those Iragi people. Because of war

people had to face many problems like rape, homelessness, sickness, mental disorder, - { Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

A

sexual harassment, and suicidal case. Soldiers of the time have aso faced the



Roman, 12 pt, Complex Script Font: Times New

g - Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
Roman, 12 pt

consequences of the war. The primary charactersin the text are presented in the form

of Kate, Yvette, and third eye. They undergo the horrors of sexua exploitation during

war time. SALINA-WHATIS THE TOPIC-OF THE THESIS?ARE-YOU __ { Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

TTLEY e, they decide to do an agreement to help each other for their personal

benefit. Kate agrees to help Neamato learn the Neamas's native language, wants her

as atranslator whereas Neama compromises to know about her father and brother's

condition in the camp.gertain-thingsand refuse to-do-certainother things “What are - {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

- ‘[Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

the factors leading to determining their choice? How do they make their decision?

This research study attempts to explore the answer through the analysis of Sand

Queen.-
As amachine to rob away their dignity, war punishes the innocent characters
like brother and father of Naema. She loses her control after her father and brother are

captured by soldiers during war. They have faced the traumatic conditions and

toucherhingier - DON’T UNDERSTAND WHAT ADJECTIVE IS THIS insidethe - { Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

prison and triggered time and again. They are treated in a harsh mannerso-badhy
SALINAYOU-ARE SO JUDGMENTAL.- WHY GIVE SUCH WORDS THAT
SHOW-YOURATHTUDE? inside the prison during the war. Naema and -her family
are from Iraq. Naema’s father is captured by Saddham’s soldiers and treated as animal

before American soldiers capture them. The happenings during that time iswere so

merciful-merciful. ; - {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

WHERE DO-YOUHNDTFHINGSMERCGHUL2YOU-AREA-RESEARCHER?

BONT-MAKE-CEAIMWIHTHOUT-ANY-PROOFY-OU-MUSTHAVEFELT
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Life wasis pathetic JJDGEMENTdue to threat posed by the soldiersduring -~ { Formatted: Font color: Auto )
war. Naema suffers manchﬁgqge@ iﬁnﬁheﬁr lltq - {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]
- {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

STORY-no any color in her life. She felt that her life has become worst than that of

before. Earlier, bBecause of U Sinvasion her family was forcefully shifted to rura
area at their grandmother’s home. When they moved the scene of the devastation

created by war throughout the journey made them afraid hopel ess.

Naemain this novel talks FHSISGOOD-BECAUSE YOU-USEETERNAL -~ {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

ADJECTIVES dam Hussein rule has affected her life. She also talkg GOOD-about the - { Formatted: Font color: Auto )

situation that her father had faced when he had been imprisoned by Saddam's his
regime. Her father (Halim Mohammad a - Jubur) aged fifty four and had two heart
attacks already. Sherevealsthat her father cannot live in the camp with those

hundreds of man. Her brother (Jaki Jassim) is a child. These Americans understands
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nothing. The novel portrays Iragi people as terrorist during the war\War-during that

thme-shewsHragi-pesple-asterrerist. The U-SUS military thinkseught BAB:-USE ] _- {Formatted: Font color: Auto

PRESENT-TENSE Iragi people ares terrorists. They thinktheught-theught BAD:-USE

PRESENT TENSE them that they arewere thought BAD: USE PRESENT TENSE

born to do terrorist activities in the country. Every IN-ENGLISHLANGUAGE ~_ { Formatted: Font color: Auto

A

BVERYAISSINGULEARANDIHTFFAKES SINGULEAR NOUN-WHY-DO-YOU-USE

FHISWORD-ASPLURALTHINGYOU-HORRIBLE-GIRL-Iraqi citizen is -people

were-meant- thought BAD:-USE-PRESENT-TENSEViewed -as terrorist for-by theese

Font color: Auto
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Not only Naema, Kate who is American solider also faces €-theught BAD:

USE PRESENT TENSE the horrendous effects of war. It shows GOOD-\/ERB-that - { Formatted: Font color: Auto

A

war h j_- {Formatted: Font color: Auto

soldiers who fight GOOB-VERB at those time. Kateis nineteen yearsold U S __ { Formatted: Font color: Auto

suffered from-manyfrom many ups-and-dewn upheavals FOR UPSAND DOWNS|  — { Formatted: Font color: Auto
WOULD-USE“UPHEAVALS - during war time FHHSISNO-NEW-FHING: ~_ { Formatted: Font color: Auto

and fear can be seen CAN-YOU MAKE THIS SENTENCE ACTIVE2within her. She -~ { Formatted: Font color: Auto
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is also was theught BAD-USE-PRESENT-TENSE thea victim of sexual harassment
which drives GOODB-VERB, her to traumatic condition.-Kate becoming-of Rebert

- Y N ey Y T Y

YOU-SAY-SOMETHING-WHICH-YOU-DON"T-MEAN: Sergeant Kormic has

maade GOOD-VVERBruledifferent rule for Kate. He wants her to work all the time

W - - - T Ty Y = Ny T

during duty hours. There iwere limitedswas theught BAD+-USE-PRESENT-TENSE

ne-any doctors, medicines and a hospital so the death rate iswas theught BAD:-USE

PRESENT-TENSE high. By bringing characters like Kate, Helen Benedi ctwiiter

SO-YOUNEEDTOUSEARHCLE“THE” wants YOU-KNOW-THE USE-OF

are other characters who suffered theught BAD:-USE-PRESENTTENSE due to war:
ike: tThird eEye and; Y vette.-ete FHHATE ETCHN-RESEARCH-PAPER-ONLY
THOSE-STUPID-PEOPLEWRITEWORDS THAT- AV OID-SPECHICHY--HY-0OU
WRITE ETC WHICH MEANS | DON"T KNOW FURTHER THAN THIS. Third
Eeye commits suicide GOOD-VVERB-due to harassment by own military friend
Boner.

This paper showsthe-explores thereal-faee, consequences, hiddenand hidden
facts of the war which wastheught BAB--UJSE-PRESENTFENSEIS hardlynet

presented in mainstream history. Exploration of happenings and incidents are WHAT

A__ 1 -

ISTHEKEY-TERMHNTHISNOUN-PHRASE-EXPLORATHON-OR-HAPPENING

AND INCIDENTS (FAM - AMAZED TO SEE BOTH HAPPENINGS AND
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INCIDENTS BEING-USED-TFOGETHER - WANTYOU-TOBEA-THINKING

HUMAN-SUBIECT-VERB-AGREEMENTISVERY-ESSENHALTO-GETTHE

DBEGREE S SOMEHHNGHMIRYINGFOFEACH-YOU-shown by this

research during the war which was not shown by mainstream. Fhis-paper-attemptsto

- {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

- {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

THAT YOU WON T REPEAT THE MISTAKE IN-FUTURE come peacefully,
rather-1it comes as a storm and gives wound to normal people. War has made people

helpless. War brings aboutereate SUBIECTVERB-AGREEMENTIS BROKEN

destruction, ki destroys SUBJECT VERB-AGREEMENT-MAINTAINED _ — { Formatted: Font color: Auto

social life—premetes, promotes disorder and ;-violence, and makes peopleGOOB __ { Formatted: Font color: Auto

_ - ‘[Formatted: Font color: Auto
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them-and-takes them-to-stage-of-trauma HAHAHALLL __— { Formatted: Font color: Auto

) «J J UJ

This study aims at exploring structural causes that leads to a situation like war
waras-sueh. The actual incidents during war are rarel yret presented in mainstream
history in that the people fail to realize such things vividly and such presentation of
events shocks the people. This research study sheds light on the hidden faces of war
through the exploration of the hidden. Along with thisit; is assumed to help other
research enthusiasts and general readers to deal with complexities created by war and

get to understand the factual causes and consequences leading to such incidents.
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War as such brings damages\War-damages in an unexpected amount.is

War breaks the mutua relationship among people. War creates pathetic condition of

every victim, by making people homeless, shattering everything present in the place,

separating family member, relatives, and the loved ones. Warnakespeople

relative-and-our-toved-ones: Hidden sense of lossistriggered because of all the

reasons mentioned above. For example,: war can affect not only single

peepteindividuals of a nation but the whole nation as a singular entity.-but-entire

natientee: War is source of cultural traumatoo. During war, death of-peoplevalue

does-not-countis aregular act that brings no shocks and surprises. The; constructions

are destroyed due to-atoms-and-bembingin devastation. People of war time are the real

witness of every traumatic action possible in human life.:

This research focuses on free will of the two protagonists of different tribes.
Thefirst one is anGne-as American selidersoldier named as-Kate, who-she guards the
prisoners; and; the other isan Iragi girl, Naema, who-She feels her life miserable after
her father and brother are captured in the war. Sand Queueen shows the war between

two countries. Likewise, i}t also shows the disagreement and conflict between two

cultures. War is the main cause behind the traumatic condition of Iragi people and
soldiers who go to arefighting in the battlefield. People are forced to leave their
hometown due to war. Fheharshreality-has-net-been-presented.-S0, this—studythis
study shows the primary source of suffering in wartime.

Famous 2011 novel Sand Queen was-is written by Helen Benedict. Asa

femal e, she raises the -voicein-revel-writing of women at war.; She she-gives voice to

marginalized women at-war-and-slence i the-margins-of society. Sheis both
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journalist and novelist in the US. Also known as the best writer for her writing on
socid injustice, she sheds light on the issues ignored in the mainstream social,
political discussion. She was bBorn on November 5, 1952 in London. Her -te-parents
whe were American anthropelogists;anthropol ogists; she was raised partly in partly in
London and partly in California as she attended university in both place and achieved
her Master’s degree from University. ShetsNow a professor at Columbia University -
sSheisauthor of seven novels, five nonfictions, and aplay. Thisnovel is set in 2003,
at the beginning of the war in Irag, in the military as OIF (Operation Iragi Freedom).
She has won many prizes. Sheis the prize winning author of twelve books. Three

books at which she got prize are of Irag war. Her writing mostly feeused-focuses on

women soldier, about their sexual assault during war time. Novels such as, wolf-\Wolf -

A Formatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font:
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Helen Benedict’s—SandBenedict’s Sand Queen pictures the faces of war, - { Formatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font: J

- Italic

bringing the two stories of female as protagonist, (kate Kate and Naema). It also
comes up with two races that have no understanding between each other and war
between two countries. Kate is nineteen years old an American soldier, a catholic,
assigned to guard prison duty in southern Irag. The other is an Iragi noncombatant,
Naema. Sheistwenty two year medical science student living in Baghdad whose life
is horribly influenced e by the USinvasion. Her father and brother are captured. She

was shattered after her father and brother are taken away in the custody of the US

amy.



e

This novel explores the horror and terror of the Irag war on women, both
fiction isthefirst war (antiwar) fiction where wefindthe protagonist is a soldier. Fhe
aTlhe aAuthor alse-has a so tried to present a nonfiction version of Iraq war through
women’s point of view. Entering in the chapters feelst asif suffocation has taken a
birth because we fined-the physical surrounding is viewed as miserable thing: one finds
; the continuous heated blasts of grey sand, hatred of civilians and constant suspicion
that den’t-do not see arescuer. Sand Queen follows three narrative threads: the war
experience of Kate Brady, an American soldier serving in Iraq as mititaryan army
woman, the disrupted life of Naema, an Iragi medical_science student who has

become as refugee by American soldiers, and the struggle of Naema’s people to set

themselves free.-

Kate and Naema meets at the prison camp in the novel as Naema searches for
her missing father and brother, who are in the prison of American soldiersthat is
guarded by Kate. This encounter binds their narratives. Kate’s story shows the
pathetic condition of women seldier’ssoldiers: ; Naemastory and Kate’s storiesy is
somehewemerge parallel of-to those of the at-civilizations that must accommodate the
violence of war. The clashs of two cultures is shown through characters like Naema

and Kate. Each of the character in this regard represents her culture: the West and the

Middle East. Theirexperience aswomen-in-culture instinct in-different gender
identity—Kate Brady is shown as amodel figure of trauma experience. She does not

only experienced from war; she also suffers from loss of illusions, expectations, her

identity and efficiency as a soldier in the war.-but-also-from-the-happenings-and-from

=
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The opening scene of “The biggest frigging spider” breaks the stereotypical

role of Kate shewsKate-asnot-assterestypica-female: Sheisnot afraid of spider:;
she has dready killed it and hungangs it over her bed .Bby doing such activity she
wants to warn male soldiers who teases her time and again. The dBescription of the
desert wind as “a creepy, skin pricking sound” -TFhe wind-and-shadews brings fears,
desires, and terrors. She and other two women had to adjust with other thirty-nine
man in her troops at the middle of desert. Those mean in troops regularly harass her.
One of the military commanders from their troop hai ssuesd ordered that women
cannot walk during night. Two male soldiers attempt to sexually assault Kate during
the day at her duty time. Sheis tourtured ehered-time and again. After many attacks
Kate had to depend upon other male member for her rescueto-bereseued. She was
shifted at the checkpoint to the position of prison guard in atower all day long. Kate
is frustrated of those prisoners who throw stones and pebbles towards at her. Sheis

tired of those comrades who had-find the subject matter for gossips inabeut the stories

associated with her.her. Kate understands her experience and work through these

mansmen. [Shefinds her boyfriend jimmy-Jimmy dating with someone el se after she

resumes control of her actions to go away from hospital and catch bus to jwmy

Jimmy whom she loves. She now realizes that she joined joins military forceinorder - { comment [K. Phuyal1]: This s clumsy
777777777777777777777777777777777777777 B construction of your sentence. This sentence has so
. . ) . . . . \ much information that the writer of the sentence is
to do semething-Hnpressiveachieve remarkable thingsin life, to earn respect and 8| omebieie cemwealdie mem EhrEss e dhe e
in the middle. Please try to simplify the sentence
\ | and keep in mind that such practice makes you a

become stronger; however, such -butdreams keep her aloof from her daily redlity, \ | weak writer.

. . Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
people, and her desire to be in the worl d.-these-dreamsthat-she-had-made-her-aloof. Roman, 12 pt, Complex Script Font: Times New

Roman, 12 pt

Her decision of becoming solider causesmade-her-victim-of mental illness which

derivesd her to become as-arobotic human working day and night in the battlefield.-

Unlike Katestory Naema’s story evokes fear, tears, and horror throughout the

novel. Her narrative starts aweek after her family flees to Baghdad to her
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grandmother’s house in the countryside. Naema gets affected after her father and
younger brother were-are detained by Americans soldier. Sheis silenced-and there:
she begs to leave her younger brother alone.-but-they-ignere-her- Naema, her mother,
and grandmother becomes restless after Naema’s brother and father are arrested by

the US army and detained in the barrack.captured-away- Kate meets Naema at camp

Bucca, aprisonin Irag. Naema and other people visits this camp daily inacamp in
search of their relativesewnes captured by the Americans army. Naema comes close

to Kate as she starts working as a bridge between the native and the foreign through

trangl ation.-being-her-transkater: Kate knows that Naema has good English skills and
her er-medical knowledgebackground becomes helpful in understanding te-these
people what they say about. They ferm-a-contractmake a deal between each other and

make arelation based in needs of the war: Kate needs Naema for her safety in a

foreign land while Naema requires Kate’s assistance to get to meet her people in

foreigner’s custody.

that she-wants-to-de-something-good-fer Naema’s-family-Kate agrees to et Naema

act as atrangator because she provides information of these the masses nearby her
prison gates. The uncertain future of both women (Kate and Naema) can be seen in

the backdrop of Iragi war. Naema’s family is threatened by war time and again.

Naema’s existence becomes mere deeply intertwined with her mother and
grandmother. Naema’s mother reads the letter that her husband’s wrote when
Naema’s father was imprisoned under Saddam Hussen. Naema’s mother wants
Naema to read her husband’s love letter. But, Naema igneresrefuses to te-read the

letter because she cannot’t read of her father’s suffering.

Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
Roman, 12 pt, Complex Script Font: Times New
Roman, 12 pt
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Divided over several sections, Benedict weaves a story of hope in Sard-Queen

Theme-of -bond

Theme of leadership etc.

Sand Queen by Benedictthat -is-astory-of-hope- 1t presents gives courage amid < - - { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

the dire situation of-and-Hnage-ef war-te-every-reader. The struggle from the rare point

of view of women at war isvisualized in the narrative in order to show

interconnectedness between women across cultures and their ability to retain hope

even during the most uneven happenings in humanity.etearly- Nineteen years old Kate

Brady jeinectjoins in the military service to earn dignity and self-respect in society for

herself and her family.-do-something-in-the soeiety/famihy-for-self-respect: But instead

of sueh-what she seeks for, she finds herself lost in the corner of the desert inat Iragin

2003.
Kate is found guarding the prison of American amryarmys. Fhere- Kate meets
there Naemawho is an Iragi medical science student. Her father and little brother

(Zaki) have been detained in the army camp. Kate and Naema promises to help each
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other. They have akind of contract in-between because Kate does not understand the

language spoken by the visitors around the camp: Naema agrees to work as Kate’s

translator.- There come many Iragi people whose families are detained in the camp by

Americans. Those people comein search of their family members. These people want

to know the situation of the detainees in the camp.-and-te-knew-how-they-are: Asa

prison guard, Kate is supposed to answer alot of questions from the native people.

ne-reasen-—thnecentsare-detained-by-Arericans: Though they are angry, Kate doesn’t

does not understand their angerririess because she does nota’t understand what they
are talking about. THere-the problem ean-see-of the language among Iragi people and

American solider Kate Brady is observed in such situation. In fact, this situation

demands communication channels that can connect the native with with foreigner. But

when she meets Naema and finds her English fluentey, she wants her as her trandator.
Naema comes up with certain agreement that if Kate looks after her father and

brother in the cell, she agrees to work aswit-bewerking-as-her trandator to Kate.

Naematells that those mass around camp are very angry and they want their members

back: they ask when their people will be set free from the detainment.;-they-are-asking

that-when-they-are-coming-back-ete: These Iragi people wit-netdo not go away until

their family membershey return from the cell-theirfamity. The conflict between Iragi

people and Americans appears in such situation as aform of resistance from the local

peopl e.-ean-be-seen-here: Although Naema suffers from bombing, starvation and loss

of her family members and home she still struggles to survive.

7
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———Both Here; two-women“Kate and Naema™ struggle to survive and hold  « - - { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

the situation of-pesition-and-people- whom-they-are-intove. Both of them come to

have with drastic and unforgettable effect on their life. By bringing Kate and Naema,




treatment towards women is also presented in the novel in that the men enforce

physical domination on the women in general. The complexities of the war are

enhanced when such domination from the men is overly excercised.haspresented—\We

female solider has to faced the harsh conditions atat the -camp at Bucca. She has to

work for long hours ed-sateng-in the camp. Sheisforced to serve for about twelve to

fifteen long hours of duty in asingle shift, without any sleep for such along period of

time every day. Fhechibiswereatbweetotittecp-honrs lopaSocheeoulebnet
sleep: The temperature of sandy desert was so high. There were thirty-three dirty
men’s in her troops with whom she had to adjust in a eamp-Fheycamp. They snored
all night long and fart at the same time. Few miles away, -thatthe prisoners used-to

chant and scream whole night. The presentation of horror in human life portrays real

nature of war in general.

Kate’s sergeant Kormic chooses Kate to handle those local Iragi cCivilians,
thinking that the sight of afemale solider will-wins the heart and mind of others. Kate
sSurvives even whileby struggling her boringe long days in tower by guarding-the
over the endless stretch of sand that follows to the horizon. Kate tries to keep the
mutual attachment with other two women in her troops. -They are Y vette and Third

eye. These women- suffer in the warwar; they were sexually harassed by their own

troopsare-alse-sufferer-who-commits-suicide because of-touchier. They work in-at the
beginning werk-tegetherfor their safety but come with little success. This does not

count much in their life. which-deesn’tcount-to

7
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-them-They are defensive; yet, they are -and-aware of what they are. Kate, Y vette, and
Third eye aways wal ks on eggshells. They are very much conscious about what they
do, what they say, and how they appear. These things are perceived by the men’s.

Working as awoman in the battlefield in itself is a horrible experience.

—— A turning point in the novel occurs when a sergeant attempts to rape Kate.

After the case, kateshe becomes like a robot due to the sexual harassment turnsiato

ain the camp-rebet.

life becomes so mechanic that she cannot live fully like an individual human being.

The free will and the right to choice are not much meaningful in her life. As-an-agent;

her-self-getsnarrowed-down.-She experiences several emotional attacks compounded

by the hardship of the military ground. Once, Kate decides to report about her fellow

soldier to the senior officer. But |ater, she does not report, taking it as worthless act to

report to the officer.-thinkingt-becomesworthless: Menin her troopscall her Sand - {Formatted: Font: Not Italic, Complex Script }
””” Font: Italic

Queen. Sheis gets this name ramed Sand-Queen-because sheisonly limited option of - ‘{Formatted: Font: Not Italic, Complex Script }
””””””””””””””””” Font: Italic

their entertainment. She is not beautiful; still, the army men admire her in the desert

battlefield of Irag.nt-through-shetsnet-beautiful:

On other the side, Naema wants to know the status of her father who was

imprisoned and tortured by those rules of Saddam Hussein.- Kate |ater find both

Naema’s father and brother. Atso,-her-brotherZakiThough Naema’s quest is fulfilled,

Kate has much more to suffer. She cannot keep her boyfriend satisfied because of the

distanee-Se;-s She finds him with another girl. On the other hand, Naema gets her

boyfriend Kkhalil back. In fact, Naema and Kate appear as two fulfilling selvesto
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each other. Both of them suffer in their own ways during the war; however, the way

they assert their agency in the quest of meaningful life realy matchesin that they

supply the other of what ismissing in their experience as awoman.

——— The devastation that war has brought in Sand Queen which-has affected both

Kate and Naema. \War-i

Still, they do not refuse to assert their uniquenessin quest of dignity that lifehasto <+ - - { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0"

offer everyone.

intheroet-of trauma-Theis novel brings the issues of both war and gender, including

the narratives that are generally |eft outside the mainstream history.-is-based-on-war

Happenings like rape, mocking, physical torture, :-homelessness, and starvation ete

are not brought in the mainstream discussion of history.histery. War-has-ereated

brings in violence, destruction, and disorder, forcing people to leave their houses and

communities.-ete-as-a-resuit-people-are forced-to-teave their-heme. In such mobile

state of people, women are the most victimized one. However, the women assert their

choices and find out their special strategies to assert themselves. This novel presents

both domination of women and the assertion of their choices in the most uneven of

the times.

destructive. It takes many lives. Thisis not cause behind suffering. The memories that
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are left makes people miss them in a special way-tradmatizeFhoughway. Though

timeis supposed to heal the wounds of war and mishappeningsin history, individuals

preserve the incidents within their personal psyche.-Fhough-with-thepassing-ef-time

Hdividual-trapmatized: H-triggerstThe hidden sense of loss and the same suffering

function in the psyche making the subject socially and politically numb.eccurs-of

thesetikepast: Like individuals, the nations also suffer from the war in equal

under-it—Thuswar-is-also-knownto-be-edltura-trauma: By viewing the destructive

ereation-impact of war_on people, the role of agecy or the volition to act becomes a

primary aspect of study in this research. The horror leading people into a paralyzed

state of life becomes the proper context in which Kate and Naema assert their choices

and make negotiations in their life to seek the meaning.-suffer-from-mental-iHness-1n

Various criticts have examined Benedict's Sand Queen from various o { Formatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font:
777777777777777777777777 Italic

perspectives. Some scholars pay attention on the issue of war where as other

concentrates on comparing the complex relationship of Naema and kate. Bendict

presents the fiction as measurable in her Author note states that:

The United Nation reports that hundreds of thousands of Iraqi civilians

have been killed, two million have fled the contra and two million more have

been internally displaced. The water and sewage system, electricity and

hospitals continue to be barely operational and much worse than they were

before the war. Daily violence continues and corruption isrife, while disease
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and birth defects are on the rise from depleted uranium and other pollutants of

war. (147)

From this argument we can clearly get the idea that she pays more attention in <+~ ~ { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0"

representation consequence war. War has destroyed Irag completely. War makes their

life panic. As aresult, they are forced to leave their home. Obviously, she has rightly

portrayed the picture of war in thisfiction. But she does not project the text through

the prospective trauma theory. She goes on the field, talks with the victims and writes

thisfiction. Her presentation seems mimetic.

Similarly, Carol Gladstein has pointed the issue of traumatic suffering in the

novel. He adso finds the suffering of the characters in the war. He finds both Naema

and kate traumeatically suffered throughout the war. He asserts that:

Both women are facing uncertain futures. For Naema the war has threatened

home and family, and starvation is looming. For kate who joined the military to prove

her toughness to her father, service has brought the violence of roadside bombings

and fit any of abuse from male colleagues. (304)

Gladstein draws the consequence of the war. He shows the uncertainty,

suffering, horror of the war. He represents Naema and Kate as the victim of war who

has no any future and trying to come out of war trauma. The people witness

themselves-are the withess-of-bombing during the war and it permanently destroys

their sense of coherent view of the surroundings. The people become effect of the

dehumanizing machine of war in that they are forcedese times—Fhey-wereforced to

become awitness even while they do not choose to be part of such phenomenon.

Sinceit cuts both the ways, both Iragi people and American soldiers become part of

this.

became the vietim-of-trauma: For instance;: Kate, Y vette, Third eye, kermieKormic,
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Boner are such unwilling witness of war situations.ete: Kate has lost all the

sentiments, feelings, -and emotions after seeing the death of her intimate friend

Y vette. She now turns completely mechanical: she begins to then-behaves like a

robot. The denial of agency in Kate results from the war. The male solider Kormic

and Boner try to get rid of their trauma by harassing their crew member._ Their active

comradereinforee Third Eeye commits suicide. In thisway, war as a destructive

machine puts agency under pressure in both the invaders and the invaded. Fhus-war-is

Varteus-Many critics have examined Benedict’s Sand Queen from various

perspectives. Some scholars pay attention on the issue of war whereas-while others

concentrates on comparing the complex relationship of Naema and Kate. Howver, the

research focuses on the role of agency in determining their behavior in the novel.

Benedict has presented about the suffering of both Muslim and American peoplein
the novel. She wants to show that war is dangerous not only for native but aslo for

organizers themselves. She sStatesthat:

T—Two women, an Iragi refugee whose father and young brother were detained b~ <~ - - { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0" )

—By American soldiers, and a 19 year old American Army specialist, wrestle w

—With the complexities of war.... Kate Brady meets Naema Jassim at camp ~ < - ~ { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.5", First line: 0" |

—Bucca, ahuge U.S prison in Irag. Naema and other Iragis come daily in
—S search of men detained by the Americans. (304)
BenedictHere-she presents the suffering of Muslim girl Naema and others whose
relatives are imprisoned by American soldier. They come every morning outside the

camp in order to know about their men’s condition-. In the mass, Naema understands
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English and becomes the trandlator ef-to female American soldier, Kate. Kate and
Naema meet each other in the camp. It is very difficult for lonely female solider to
handle such huge mass. Naema comes there in search of her brother and father who
were-are arrested by these the American soldiers. She says that both of them were-are
innocent. It gives suffering, pain, and torture to both of them. Even though the

situations are adverse, the women across cultures can feel for each other and choose

to work for each other.

Both the protagonists Naema and Kate raised the issue and conseguences of

war upon the individual/l human being. —Fhey-areright-ta-thehpeoint-ef-view-The duty

at war field as a soldier suppresses Kate’s choices as a young girl. She is present there

to safeguard her national interests. Nevertheless, people are not only affected by war

individually but they suffer collectively too.-But-Benedict-does not-tatk-about

colective suffering-of-the-people: The horrors of the time brings people together to

help each other. They develop intimacy across cultures as they begin to assert their

choices to help and rescue each other. They develop sympathy for each other’s

sorrows and begin to help each other.

The miserable situation of the war timeis also significant in the novel. The

destruction of life and property shows the most horrific picture of the war. To

illustrate the point,SiwHarhy; Benedict presents the fiction as miserable-in-her-Authers
pokesiolethal
The United Nations reports that hundreds of thousands of Iragi civilians have
been killed, two million have fled the country and two million more have been

internally displaced. The water and sewage systems, Electricity and hospitals
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continue to be barely operational and much worse than they were before the
war. Daily violence continues and corruption isrife, while disease and birth
defects are on the rise from depleted uranium and other pollutants of war.
(147)

From-this The stated argument shows that the authorwe-ean-elearhy-get-the ideathat

she pays more attention in representation of war consequences, also because sheisa

war reporter. Theimpact of her journalistic practices are often realized while reading

the novel aswell. War has-destroysed Irag completely. It drivesfusesinto thelife
panie-of Iragi people panic and pain. Asaresult, they are forced to leave their home.
Obviously, the novelist she-has righthy portrayed the picture of the war in thisfiction;

still, she also pictures the characters asserting their choices to do and not to do certain

things. The novelist develops her narrative through the experiences of the people from

thefield

During the war time nobody knoews the future happenings because

everything is unpredictabl e.-what-happen—TFheirfutureisuneertain: The issues of

gender and violence associated with this are dependent on this unpredictability in the

time of war. A

eoneentrates-on- presenting horrendous effect of the war, the role of agency also

comes together. Generally, women are supposed to be the effect of action. This study

shows the ahility and power that they develop in the war to assert their choice and

cope up with the uncertainty of the most difficult of the times.-net-enly-upen-the




y - Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
T Roman, 12 pt, Complex Script Font: Times New
Roman, 12 pt

Both This-text-presentstwo-protagonistsof-ditferent-thoughts-Kate and

Naema.-Beth-are sufferer throughout the fiction. The effects of the war are seen on

both of them even though the former is the invader while the later is the invaded. The

impact of war remains same in both of them though they represent diverse

This study is builtbased on the framework of the theory of inner psychology as

developed around the theme of *agency.’Fheory-s-abeut-the-ageney-which-tatks-abeut
the freewil-of the characters: The research makes use of ‘agency’ as the key theme to

studyH-studies-abeut the inner psychology of the people of Kate and Naemain the

novel. Specifically, aAgency refers tomeansthe ability of choice that enables making

the decision of oneself for self. Also, it focuses onis-alse selection of alternatives

from a host of possibilitiesin life.-takingthepesitive-aternative selection-of-Hife: This

decision of life makesputs the subj ecthir/her in a position to regulate/ control over
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Freewill is about moving force in the sense of causing action. In thefiction Sand

Queen, the freewill of Kate and; Naema has been presented as the force that helps

them cope up with the situations and circumstances.shewn: Kate’s decision of

becoming solider shows is-her freewill. Her inner psychology putsin a position to join
the US Army to seek for happiness and success. SimilarlySheis-guided-by-herinner

psychology—Whereas; Naema accepts to work as -decision-of-becomingthe trand ator
to Kate because she know Kate can help her.-s-self-decision-ef-her-. In this sense

agency -Ageney-semehew-iscan be-alse-knewn viewed as the force founded on-as

psychological relation that connects different people’s action and thoughts. -+a-the

Benedict’s Sand Queen through the theory of agency as developed in the western

discourses of John Lock, Hegel, Immanuel Kant, and Charles Taylor.

i - Formatted: Font: Not Bold, Font color: Auto,
”””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” Complex Script Font: Bold

The novel presents its major female characters as the ones who choose to

shape their life on their own. Though some of the structural forces appear to mould

their taste and choices, they stand firm in their way to success, happiness on their

choice and decision. Asthe Islamic feminist Anitta Kynsilehto ed in her Islamic L= {Formatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font:
777777777 Italic

Feminism: Current Perspectives staes.

Women's struggle against family restrictions is their rejection of forced

marriages. Having themsel ves sometimes been confronted with this custom,

they frequently questioned and criticized the practice of forced marriages,

insisting that "lslam prohibits marriages against the will of the women". (75)




troops- She asserts will power as courage of female who goes against the restrictions

by giving the example of marriage.

The femae charactersin the US Army face sexual harassment as they are a

few in number. The structural cause has adverse impact in their subjectivity; however,

they struggle and go on in their duty. They discharge their duty in the war.irtife

v Iragi people face the

internal conflict as well to find themselves in the most miserable condition.tee

given-by-seldiersfrom-America: They were torturedurehered brutally by Saddham’s

seldier-army and Americann’s soldiers. Fhis-Such dreadful circumstances created by

war are not presented in the mainstream history.

Agency refersto the body of understanding about oneself that helps to make

decision for onesdlf. In fact, the freewill and choice from al other possible aternative
in life emerge out of human power of selection. Such power of selection pututets man
onein aposition to enforce control over socia reality. The enforcement of control
resultsin socia organization. In this connection, Sidonie -smith-Smith and Julia

wasten-\Waston comes with the idea of agency. Asthey argue

g
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People tell stories of their lives through the cultural scripts Available to them,
and they are governed by cultural strictures about self presentation in public.
How do narrators negotiate Strictures about telling certain kinds of stories?
How, for instance, do particular women write around cultural stricture about
female, duty, virtue and modesty when they are engaged in the act of telling
their life stories for publication.(176)
Both the writers wants to show the life of people who tells the story through cultura
scripts. Those people come up with rules and regulation to present self in the
community. These cultural strictures about presenting self in public isfound in Kate
witee-Who is the character in Benedict’s Sand Queen. Benedict writes:
No matter how much | yell and try to shoo away the wrinkly old couple and
the rest of these damn locals, they won’t budge. They just keep on crowding
around me, yelling in Arabic and pushing their fucking photos into my chest.

I’m just about to poke one of them with my rifle, hard, when afemale voice

calls out from the crowd” | speak English- doyouneed help? - {Comment [K. Phuyal2]: Which page no?

Please specify.

(N
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Here thisparagraphThe above lines shewpresents Kate trying to prove herself in the \ 1 Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New

mass. She ignores those local people who come around her. Iragi people shows photos
of those who are locked in the camp. They push-fix suchthese photos o-n her chest

and speak in Arabic language of which Kate does not understands even a single word.

In anger, Katen-anger points at them as if to shoottriesto-shoet-thempeinting-out.

Suddenly,y, she hears a voice of asame aged girl who stops her. Kateis an American
soitdersolider and she had-has to do so because she is structural | ywas forced to control

socid reality.
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It is not only the assessment of actions and their justifiability that requires a
consideration of the public space in which they are regarded. Allen speight-Speight

has rightly pointed out thisissue in the following words:-

If justification cannot refer to interrigiblely known intentions, it would seem
also that desire cannot be required as a motivating force in the sense of
causing action merely because an agent’s ability to assume himself that his
desire to act is really “his” would seem to require instead some account of
desire formation that shows how desires are embalded in a pattern of norms or
socia norms. (p-5)

Here-we-can-fing-tThe use of desire which is mentioned not only in the spirit itself

ishut dso initially-embalded put in the stage of norms and values. Desire for alten

Allen Speight is not required as motivating force for causing action because the act is

the agent’s ability to require the desire formation.:

- - ‘[Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

- - ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0"
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<+~ — { Formatted: Indent: First line: 05" ]
and Naema function as two opposite faces of the war. They pay equally attention in
representation of war. It shows the free will of both the characters. As Adelberg
These two women are strikingly similar in afew important ways. They are the «- - - { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.5" ]

same age and in love with faraway men. Both are also facing existential

changes. Kateis being subjected to persistent and grotesque misogynist
behavior at Iragi prisoner camp that she guards with her platoon, while Naema
is caring for afrail mother and grandmother as her father and brother are
prisonersin the camp Kate guards. Despite these similarities, Mrs. Benedict
has carefully crafted Kate and Naema as mirror; oneis short, oneistall, oneis

educated oneis not. Oneis secular and rational. In short, one woman is

managing tough circumstances exceeding well, while the other is

overwhelmed and heading for a breakdown. (1-/2)

The twist of stereotypeisaso found in them. Like Kate, :--Naemais emancipated and

in control. Kate is pulled down by Christian fundamentalism. Though they are of

different culture, values, countries, and norms, t-ete-—Fhey bethare both confronted

with the same-are facing-the problem created by the war. Devastated by the war, they

suffer the same fate.

The relationship between agency and inner freedom are intimately connected. « - - { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", First line: 05" |

What fails as doer, actor also genuinely acts a the thing upon which the action takes
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- Itiswidely
believed that the answer to this question about agency holds the key to the question
about inner freedom. In this connection, Charles Taylor writes:

~Our significant purpose can be frustrated by our own desire, and where
there are sufficiently based on misappreciation, we consider them as not really ours,
and experience them as fetters. A man’s freedom can therefore be hemmed in ____by

internal, motivational obstacles: (gtd in Garnett 9).

These lines of argument assumes too literal or metaphysical or interpretation < - - { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

of our talk about desires being “outer” or “alien”. The idea of inner constraint
necessitates atheory of inner freedom that can be thought of as distinct from the
desires. Thisis the way in which claims about inner freedom might be taken to rest on
claim about agency. Fatking-abeut-taner-freedom;-when\When a person is subjected to

the unauthorized control of something else, then-thatthe person lacks freedom. In this

case, inner freedom is a matter of acting under the control of other forces. For this

reason, freedom and agency are often taken together.

Similarly, Benedict also shows the inner desire of Kate, who is the protagonist < - - { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

of fiction. Asthe prime actor of the novel, sheSheis-afemalesolider-througheut-the
fietion—She is guided by her thought which makesade her as a representative of

nation._In other words, she represents the West, her nation, and the true voice of her

culture. She statesthat:
Two- shoes who volunteered for bake sales and church bazaars- the girl
everybody smiled at but nobody listened to. So when | heard the Army
recruiter at school talking about how nobleit is to serve your country, |

thought it sounded perfect. | wanted to do something impressive like that,
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something that’d make people sit up and take notice. Anyhow, half the kids in

my school were enlisting — the half who got the most respect. (23)

Benedict presents the inner force of Kate. Because of her choice, she joinsed military « - - {Formatted: Indent: First line: 0"

force. She wanted-wants to do semething-impressive things and achieve successin

life. When she hearsd about army recruiter talking at school talking about serving to

nation:, Kate feelsthat it is nobel Nebel-thing to do in her life. Though the structural

and ideological dimension in persuading the thing are there, the major focusliesin

viewing the reality as a pure choice of the subject under examination. So, she without

other-fereejoins army without any second thought.-She was determined to serve the

nation. Kate does not know the consequences that she will have to come acrossin her

life after she joins the force. She thinks that the determination worksto join the

solider: ;-she wants it ed-to sermething -new, impressive thing for the nation. Kate’s

strong determination, will, and consciousness put her in a position to embrace the

decision of joining army.eurtous+rade-everythingpessible:

Talking about the nature of the person or investigating into the composition of « - - { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

a person, the assumption really amounts to ethical criteria of personhood. These are
the relation that hinders other agency in a very specific way. It isaso regarded as
psychological relation that connects different thoughts. As Locke write,says:
What is the distinctive ethical status of persons that this criterion claimsto
capture? It follows from the criterion that all person both occasion and face the
same choice concerning whether and when to engage in agency regarding
relations with one another. Furthermore, persons must always view this choice
as ethically significant- whichever way they choose and on whatever ground.

(So for example even if person should choose always to show the disregard for
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the agency of others on egoistic grounds, they would still have made an
ethically significant choice.) And finally, person mutually recognizes one

another as the only agents who both occasion and face this ethical choice. (5)

Locke’s innovations lay rather in his particular account of the distinction and the
defense he gives toave it. He proposeswiete anovel anaysis of the personal
condition. Person’s identity is analyzed on the basis of the attributes and other
circumstances that surround the being.-He toe-defended-that-analysis-and
experimented-abeout-persen’s-tdentity. Furthermore, he dives deep into the structural

aspects to examine the rules that determine the particular form of ene’sone’s self. His

distinction rests on ethical consideration.

Benediet-byBy bringing awomaen solider as protagonist in her fiction, <+~ { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5" )

Benedict-she wants to present the ways the prime characters experiment with and

develop their identity.p

dentity ~How does the female army-soldier makes the identity in the lost island? How
does she creates her identity leaving the home town? - tn-the given-paragraph
Benedict presents:shows:
The drive back to our tents takes twenty minutes, long enough for a serious
nap, so | drop my head back against the cooler behind me and doze with my
eyes half open like a cat. Rickman’s crammed in beside me and DJ’s up front

with Kormick, but none of us says a word. We’re all too pooped even to move

our mouths, let alone shout over the wind and the groans of the humvee|

_ — | Comment [K. Phuyal3]: Please check the word
in the original. What word is this?
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bump aong, and my knees are folded up almost to my ears because of al the
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crap stuffed in here- weapons and water and ammo and first aid and MREs
and tools and toilet paper and baby wipes and god knows what. | ache al over

and each bump feels like it’ll snap my head off. But I’m too frigging wiped

proper reference.

out to [carq‘ 7 - {Comment [K. Phuyal4]: Which page? Give J
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tnthe givenparagraph,-tThe struggle for creating identity can be seen in the above \ w Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New

extractisseen. The girl from areligious family moves to experiment with herself. The
harsh reality of life can be easily seen easiy-through this given paragraph. Here-tThe
character faces the hardship of life because she hasd desire for joining military service

and fight for nation. Her choice brings her to confront the reality of the daily life. She

would have experienced life differently had her choices remained different in the

beginning. The happening in the camp during the mission is presented in the given

lines. The dBefense of female solider presented in the extract also reminds of the

choice of the subject also lead to further choices and invention of strategies to cope up

with the uneven situations.is-shown.

works?2-Areraised-Before-  The scholarship on agency has been manifold since

multiple issues arise out from the ef-situation of warthis.many-problemswereraised

diseussed: Asthefield of agency is as vast as the freedom of will, certain doubts

always reside in the academic debate. In fact is-almeost-as-mysterious-asfreedom-of

thewit— it is harder for the skeptics. The will that Immanuel Kkant argues; isakind

of causality. As such, ;-and-assdeh, it must function accordingly with laws. Though

certain limitatations are viewed in the exercise of freewill, it is still noted as the force

that determines the course of action. It implies.
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A free will- afully self determining will- would be one that is not moved by
any alien cause. That is, it would not be subject to determination by any law
that is outside of itself. Since afree will must operate in accordance with laws,
and yet must not be determined by any law outside of itself, the freewill must
be determined by alaw that it givesto itself- alaw that legislates to govern its
own movements. The free will, must be, an autonomous will. In other words,
to be free isto be motivated by thought that the principal in accordance with
which you propose to act is that you would will asalaw. (gtd in M. kersgaard
Korsgaard 12)

The given paragraph-extract assumes that the law depends on acting on the

subj ectyou. Kant talks about the knowledge which-that comes without experience

whichisknewn-as apriority. There are other writers tee-who support apriority. For

instace Writerstike Plato, Descartes, Spinoza, and whole lineage of rationalists follow

that knowledge before experience is possible.-ete: It is the reflection of self. It means

that in Kantian theory of autonomy istinked-te-the action is-which-we knowneal as
self determination comes from the inner being of choice. Agency requires self-
determination, self-consciousness, and self-reasoning, H-s-alse-theught-which-we

- Agent as such
establishes compl ete control over her actions.Giving-control-to-our-actionsiswhat

agent-does: Thoughts, movements, action is-are controlled by self determination

which agency is supposed to carry with itself.t-has: Such agents are called self-

determining agent.
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Unlike-Helen Benedict has presentsed her protagonist as an agent. Naema and Kate
are deeply rooted by their self--determination. Both of them are determined to do the

actionsthey decide isright in their life.theught: Kate wants to join army to grow up

and set herself in quest of achievent and successin her life. Likewise—\Whereas

Naemaisin search of her captured brother and father as the source of her family

happiness. They are brought together in the context of war where they require to

depend on each other.

When | get up to the wire, Naema greets me with a cool look. She’s standing
in front of the crowd thistime; | guess the people recognize her as their
interpreter now. Her head’s wrapped in a lavender headscarf that doesn’t look
as good on her as the blue one did. It turns her skin sallow and makes the
circles under her eyes look like bruises. Or maybe she’s just too worried to
deep. | would be, if it was my dad and brother in here. (37)
The given paragraph illustrates the action of a protagonist. Naema has faith that she
will meet her father and brother one day. So, she regularly visits the camp regutarky-at
every morning. There -Naema meets Kate as a prison guard. Naema al so worksed as
an interpreter to Kate. Kate’s freewill bringseught her as soldier who guards prison.
Both the characters are self--determined and conscious about the happeningsin their
life. Naema has suffered extreme changes in her life, since the war beginsan. Though

she finds her days worset than she had her time earlier, before she does notr’t become

hopel ess.

Actually, the meaning of their lifeis derived from their interaction in the backdrop of
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Similarly, Benedict also has-showsn the inner psychology of her charactersin

her fiction. The imagery visions are shewsillustrated through characters. She
presentsWriter-shows the flashback memories of Kate —her -—Her-old loved days

before she joined military. Benedict by-bringsing kates-Kate’s words to depict love

and the happy time she had-she-want-te-show-thelove and-best-days she-had. As
Benedict writes, She wantsto-present-the-memery-

Ae-Pperson-ust < - - ‘[Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

Roman, 12 pt

- ‘[Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", First line: 0.5" ]

- - ‘[Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5" J
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| remember one time we went down to Myosotis Lake to watch the sunset with
abottle of tequila, because that was most romantic thing to do around
Willowglen. We sat on top of a picnic table, drinking and watching the gulls
fly over the lake. The sun was aready low in the sky, the air till and windless,
so, the water lay flat and silent as a sheet of silver, reflecting the rose and
salmon pinks of the sunset without even aripple. Then we heard a splash and
strange munching sound. “Let’s go look,” Tyler mouthed, and he put down the
tequila bottle and dlid off the table. (39)

Kate remembers her old days when there was almost romantic thing around to do

with. Through the given lines, she wants to show the old beautiful memories that she

had. The composition of her inner selfinnerpsychelogy-of-character-has-been appear
in this form-presented. The rRelationship and inner feelings make her what sheis

noware-shewn. The self-perception of her inner selfhmaginary-vision-which giveslife

to her present position.isshewn. Kate dreams the past days with Tyler. Sheis

soldier/guard of prison at present. The connection between past and present is shown

by examining the formation of agency within her.threugh-agent:

Social perception is guided by implicit of grounding ofthesry agency in one <« - - { Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

self. Agency consists of person, groups, or supernatural elements. Purpose, reason
behind, and character provides frames for the formation of answers. Ageney-isthe

enceThe different

kinds of cultural representations call for analysis of different kinds of historical,
sociological, and psychological factors. As Sperber explains,
The diffusion of folk tale and that of amilitary skill, for instance, involve
different cognitive abilities, different motivations, and different environmental

factors.... Though which factors will contribute to the explanation of a
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particular strain of representation cannot be decided in advance... potentially
pertinent psychological factors include the ease with which a particular
representation can be memorized, the existence of [relevant] background
knowledge...and a motivation to communicate the content of the
representation. Ecological factors include the recurrence of situations in which
the representation gives rise to... appropriate action, the availability of
externa memory stores(writing in particular), and the existence of institutions
engaged in the transmission of the representation. (qtd in Morris ;-Menen;
Ames.7)

The difference and similarities, motivations, abilities cannot be decided without

properly locating them in the proper context. The subject under consideration must be

thoroughly explained before such dimensions are properly approached. The socidl

reality, the historical context, and the motivations that grow within oneself result in

shaping the force called agency in one’s being.-at-advanced:

- ‘[Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

Througheut-the research-tThe freewill of two characters Naema and Kate

shapes the course of the action in the novel as their agency plays pivotal rolein

framing of the narrative has-been-deseribed: The hardship created by war has been
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presented through Naema Jassim, a medical_science student and refugee from
Baghdad whose father and brother are captured by Americans soldier and imprisoned
at Bucca. Sheis a determined, conscious, strong lady who knows what she does and

what she aspires to do. She triesto-her-mether-and-grandmether-strong-—She cannot

take care of her grandmother when she takes her grandmother to the hospital because

she sees many person sick, wounded, in the war.-ete-tThough sheis amedical _science

student, she cannot see the happenings around the hospital. In a sense, sheisalso

structurally limited in her ability to carry out multiple functions. However, she does

not quit working.-Se-she-starts-helping: When she returns back to her grandmother,

there she does not get the life of grand-mother.mem: The critical situation of the war

robs her grandmother from her; Fhere wereno-hespitals-dector-medicine-Aursesat

~Nnevertheless, she

does not lose hope. She has strong volition and she knows how to assert herself amid

the crisis of life-isstrong, kind-hearted-girl

Were « - - ‘[Formatted: Indent: First line: 0.5"

Sand Queen shows the horrific incident happenings-of the war war-and

bruta-neidentsin which two strong women from two different cultures assert

themselveshave to face the chaos of it. Helen Benedict’s Sand Queen tells the story of




38 _ - 1 Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
Roman, 12 pt, Complex Script Font: Times New
Roman, 12 pt

<= — = 7| Formatted: Left, Space After: 10 pt, Line
spacing: 1.5 lines




A39 - Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
T Roman, 12 pt, Complex Script Font: Times New
Roman, 12 pt

Work - - ‘[Formatted: Line spacing: 1.5 lines

<— — — 7| Formatted: Space After: 10 pt, Line spacing:
1.5 lines

|

Works citedCited - ‘[Formatted: Centered
Adelberg, Michael. “Cultural Practicein Iam” NWSA Journal, val. 9, no. 32012, pp. - { Egtrrlr::ﬁ;ed Font: Italic, Complex Script Font:
157- 164.
Badran, Margot. "Feminismin Islam” Secular and Religious Convergences, vol. 9, - { iglrizwatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font:

no. 2, pp. 242- 252.,

- { Formatted: Font color: Auto

Benedict, Helen. Sand Queen. New Y ork: Soho, 2011.




Roman, 12 pt, Complex Script Font: Times New

A4.0 - Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
Roman, 12 pt

Garnett, Michael Agency and Inner freedom. New Y ork: Oxford University Press,

2008.

Gladstein, Carol. “The Second Nature" Soho Foreword Reviews, vol. 11, no. 2, 2012,

pp. 305- 311.
Kant, Immanual. “The Condtitution of agency” Oxford University Press, vol. 9,no. 3, - ‘{Formatted: Font: Not Italic, Complex Script
”””””””””””””””””””””””””” =S Font: Italic
2008. Jojo) 204- 218. N N ‘{ Formatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font:
********************************************** -\ | ltalic

O { Formatted: Font color: Auto
N

Kynsilehto, Anitta. |slamic Feminism: Current Perspectives. Tampere: Juvenus Prints

“; - {Formatted: Font color: Auto

Universi ty of Tampere, 2008. N Formatted:_ Font: Italic,_Font color: Auto,
N Complex Script Font: Italic

{ Formatted: Font color: Auto

Locke, John. The bounds of Agency. New Y ork: Princeton University press, 1998.

N~ ‘[ Formatted: Font color: Auto

(N o JC A A U . )

Print. ) \[ Formatted: Font color: Auto
77777777777777777777777777777777777777777777777 - ‘[Formatted: Font color: Auto

Smith, Sidonie and Waston Julia. Reading Autobiography: A guide for Interpreting - { Formatted: Font color: Auto
life Narratives, London: Continumm,2008. __— { Formatted: Font color: Auto

Speight, Allen. Hegel, Literature and the problem of Agency. London: Boston

University Press, 2001. N - {Formatted: Font color: Auto

Williams, Raymond. “Cultural Views in Identity and Agency in cultural worldsby < - - { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0", Hanging: 05" |
h Formatted: Font: Not Italic, Complex Script }

Holland. Lachicotte Jr. Skinner. Cain." ISBN. Vol. 9, no. 4, 1998 pp. 321- 347. {Fomi Not Italic

~~ ~ Formatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font:
Italic

_ - ‘{Formatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font: }
Italic

- ‘{Formatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font: }
N Italic

Roman, 12 pt, Complex Script Font: Times New

Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
N
~. | Roman, 12 pt

i N
T . T - I I d \[Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

- {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]




41 - Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New
Roman, 12 pt, Complex Script Font: Times New
Roman, 12 pt

Jniversity press—1998-5-Print—Thisisalso-wrongly-dene; __— { Formatted: Font color: Auto )

- {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

University-Press-2009: - {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

_ - ‘{Formatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font: }
Italic

- ‘[Formatted: Font color: Auto }

- {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

life-Narratives-Publisher—Year-of-Publicationp-176: _— { Formatted: Font color: Auto )
A -~




42 - Formatted: Font: (Default) Times New

‘=1 Roman, 12 pt, Complex Script Font: Times New
Roman, 12 pt
- {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]
- {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]

- ‘{Formatted: Font: Italic, Complex Script Font: }
Italic

- {Formatted: Font color: Auto ]




