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Faculty of Law

Introduction

The Faculty of Law of Tribhuvan University is one of the oldest and largest Faculties
in the country. Tribhuvan University (TU) was established in 1959 AD and the
Faculty of Law was established in 1972 AD in the name of Institute of Law. In 1984,
the same Institute of Law was converted into the Faculty of Law. The Faculty of
Law has been conducting 3-year post-graduate LL.B programme, 5-year B.A.LL.B.
integrated double degree graduate programme, 2-year LL.M. and 3-year LL.M.
programmes and 3-year Ph.D. programme. Among all the universities of Nepal
the Ph.D. in Law Programme is offering by only the TU, Faculty of Law, Dean’s
Office. There are six constituent Campuses (Mahendra Multiple Campus, Dharan;
Mahendra Bindeshwori Multiple Campus, Rajbiraj; Nepal Law Campus, Kathmandu;
Butwal Multiple Campus, Butwal; Prithivi Narayan Multiple Campus, Pokhara; and
Mahendra Multiple Campus, Nepalgunj) and two affiliated campuses (Hari Khetan
Multiple Campus, Birgunj and National Law College; Sanepa, Lalitpur) under the
Faculty of Law. Currently, more than 13,000 students are studying in the different
campuses including affiliated campuses under the Faculty of Law.

Brief History of Legal Education in Nepal

The first elementary school for legal training (SrestaPathasla asitwas locally known)
was started in 1905 AD with the objective to produce a bunch of clerical level trained
human resources to work for the administration of justice. For upgrading the status
of legal fraternity as well as the access to legal education, the Nepal Law College
(then affiliated to Patna University in India) was established in Kathmandu in 1954
AD with the aim to produce law graduates who are needed to take up specific jobs
in government and works as high-level legal professionals and practitioners.

The Nepal Law College was de-affiliated from Patna University and was placed
under Tribhuvan University (TU) in 1960 AD. In 1971, the National Education System
Plan (NESP) was introduced with the objective of producing necessary competent
human resources at different levels and in different areas in order to meet the
need of human resources for the country’s development goals. In the process of
implementation of the NESP, the Institute of Law was established in 1972 and it
was made responsible for formulating plans and policies to promote the legal
education in the country and also to undertake academic activities in legal sector.
Accordingly, the Institute started 2-year Certificate level and 3-year Diploma course
in law with comprehensive curriculum. Out of 1100 full marks, 600 marks was given
for law, 400 marks was set aside for humanities and social science subjects and 100
marks was set aside for languages, which involved five years legal education after
matriculation.

In 1984, TU undertook overall structural changes and readjustments. The Institute
of Law was converted into the Faculty of Law and the prevailing semester system
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2 renamed z.
! ' (D.L.) as Bachelgr
In Law (B.L.). Even as In the years when it was running as the Institute of Law, the

developing and Promaoting

restructured higher education sector in law in the form of 3-year B.L. and 3-yezr
.LL.B. Programmes after graduation, Consequentiy, P.C.L. and B.L. were phased gur
N 1995. The courses LL.B. and LL.M. are being offered since 1995 and the Ph.D_jn

changed in February 2009 to respond the need of 21« century as well zs tg
accommodate the new developmentin law, justice and Nepal’s political system. The

course envisages imparting a strong sense of responsibility towards saciety and z
great sense of respect for humanity and at the same time to develop the highest
standards inter-alig of professional behavior and spirit of dedication for welfare of
the people and the betterment of their Jife style.

In tune with political and constitutional change in the country, TU Faculty of Law has
completely overhauled the existing curriculum of post-graduate 3-year LL.B. znd
2-year LL.M. programmes. In 2010, 5-year B.A.LL.B. integrated programmme after
plus two level has been introduced and 3-year LL.M. programme also introduced

in 2012 AD.

In 2013, Tribhuvan University decided to reintroduce Semester system in al of the
faculties. In the first phase it has implemented in Master Degree Programmes at
the Central Campus of Tribhuvan University and in the second phase in all degree
programmes at the campuses of the Kathmandu Valley and in the third phase in |
degree programmes of Tribhuvan University. As per the decision of the Tribhuvan
University, the Faculty Board of the Faculty of Law had decided to introduce
Semester system in 2015. Then the Faculty has been implemented Semester system
in the B.A.LL.B. programme in 10-semester, LL.M. programmes in 4-semester and

6-semester from this year (2017).



Rational for Master of Laws (LL.M.) Six-Semester Programme

The Faculty of Law has started 6-semester Master of Laws (LL.M.) programme
for those who want to take career as jurists, academicians, legal scholars, legal
consultants and specialized legal professionals. This programme is designed to
orient the students towards research so that they can play a more constructive

role in the development of law and the legal system in Nepal’s new republic federal
democratic system.

The need for the LL.M. programme in semester system is crucial for achieving the
goal of legal excellence backed by highly trained jurists, scholars and lawyers of
national standing as well as of international status in Nepal. The 6-semester LL.M.
course will be able to enrich law students with firm grounding in Nepal’s legal
traditions, research and latest development in the world as well as for timely exams
and results with higher scores.

Objectives

The main objectives of LL.M. programme are:

e Toimpart legal knowledge from socio-cultural and development perspective;

* To produce human resources equipped with legal skill, competence and
integrity;

» Toinculcate in students a sense of responsibility towards the society, the nation
and the world and of respect for human life.

¢ To develop a base of legal excellence with international and indigenous
understandings;

¢ To promote research by the faculty and the students in order to understand the
insights of law and justice;

¢ To prepare legal scholars, jurists and academicians for the professions of law
teaching, research, judicial and government services and consultants for public
and private enterprises.

Duration

This is a six-semester course and the normal duration of the course shall be 36
months. The programme is designed only for those who are employed or engaged
in any trade, profession, business or occupation or who are not able to study in
4-semester programme during daytime. At present, this programme is running
in the morning shift. It may changeunless otherwise permitted by a decision of
Faculty Board, Faculty of Law. Students failing to complete the requirements in 72
months have to reenroll if they want to earn LL.M. degree.

Academic Calendar

The academic session of LL.M. course shall be as determined by the Faculty of Law,
Dean's Office as per the rules of TU. The regular academic calendar of TU and/or
the Faculty of Law will operate.



Admission Procedure
The number of students shall be fixed by the Faculty Board in the recommenggy
of Central Department of Law. Students applying for the semester progran?on
must fill the application form with all details of their personal information ang e
academic records. The Office of the Dean is responsible to undertake entrapas‘t
examination of the students for enroliment in the LL.M. programme. Student; e
enrolled on merit basis by following the academic calendar. Out of total numgre
of the enrollment of students, 20 percent will be enrolled in inclusive basis aer
the rest will be in free-competition basis. The inclusive quota will comprise t;:d
following groups from among the economically deprived section of the society: :
¢ Female '
e Adibasilanajati

e Madheshi

e Dalits

« Differently able
« Backward Areas (SLC passed in the backward area as indicated by the

Government of Nepal).

Entry Requirement

The entry requirement for LL.M. course is B.L. or LL.B. or B.A.LL.B. pass from any
university recognized by the TU Curriculum Development Center. The Faculty of
Law has determined 40% cut off percentage to qualify for getting admission on the
basis of merits. However, the Dean’s office reserves the right to revise the cut off
percentage and announce if it feels necessary. The merit list for admission will be
prepared and published on the basis of marks obtained in the entrance exam and

in the transcript of tertiary education.

Documents to be submitted with Application Form
a) B.L/LL.B./B.A.LL.B. Degree (Certified Copy) :

b) B.L./LL.B./B.A.LL.B. Mark-Sheet/Transcript (Certified Copy)
c¢) Migration Certificate for foreign students (Certified Copy)
d) Character Certificate issued by the last institution attended
Citizenship Certificate for Nepali citizen and copy of valid passport for foreign

students (Certified Copy)
f) Any other documents as decided by the Faculty of Law.

e)

Structure of LL.M. Course in Six-Semester

There are 30 subjects in LL.M. curriculum, of which 10 subjects are compulsory and
20 subjects are optional under five disciplines. A student who wants to be awarded
LL.M. degree should earn 60 credits, of which 36 credits from compulsory and 24
credits from optional subjects. A student can opt any-two optional subjects out of
five, 12 credits each from the same discipline in each semester. Out of two optional
subjects, the student must write thesis in either of optional subject. The structure

of six-semester LL.M. curriculum is as follows:
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Structure of LL.M. Course in Six-Semester

First Semester

Course
Code No.

Course Title

Law 251

Jurisprudence - |

Law 252

Legal System

Law 253

Legal Research Methodology - |

Second Semester

Nature of Credit
| Course | Hours
Compulsory | 3

| Compulsory | 4
Compulsory | 3

Course Course Title Nature of | credit
Code No. Course Hours
Law 261 Jurisprudence - Il Compulsory 3
Law 262 Nepalese Legal System Compulsory 4
Law 263 Legal Research Methodology - Il Compulsory 3

Third Semester
Course Course Title Nature of Credit
Code No. Course Hours
Law 271 Jurisprudence - llI Compulsory 3
Law 272 Constitutional Law-| (Constitutionalism) Optional 3
Law 273 International Law - | (Public International Optional 3
Law)

Law 274 Commercial Law - | Optional 3
(Laws of Corporate Management and
Industrial Relation)

Law 275 Criminal Law - | Optional 3
(Substantive Criminal Law)

Law 276 International Environmental Law - | Optional 3

Fourth Semester
Course Course Title Nature of Credit
Code No. Course Hours
Law 281 Jurisprudence - IV Compulsory 3
ituti - Il (Governmental .
Law 282 Constitutional La.w- ( overnm Optional .
Structure and Judicial Review)
i -l tional Huma ,
Law 283 In‘ternatlonali.aw [I{Interna n Optional 3
Rights Law)
Commercial Law - I
Law 284 (Corporate  Finance and Securities | Optional 3
Regulation)
Criminal Law - I .
Law 285 . Optional 3
(Substantive Criminal Law) P
L Law 286 International Environmental Law - Il Optional 3
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Fifth Semester

[ . Nature of | ;po—
Course Course Title c f Cregjt
Code No. ourse Hour
Law 291 | Seminar Compulsory \4
Constitutional Law - 11l , Firs
Law 292 s . " Optional
(Civil Liberties and Civil Rights)
International Law - 1l . R
Law 293 . N Optional 3
(International Humanitarian Law )
P _-—-—-\
Commercial Law - llI
Law 294 (Laws on Foreign Investment and Optional 3
Arbitration )
Law 295 Criminal Law - lll (Criminology) Optional 3
Law 296 Nepalese Environmental Law - | Optional ?
Sixth Semester
Course . Nature of Credit
Code No. Course Title Course Hours
Law 301 Thesis Compulsory 6
Constitutional Law - IV
7 .
Law 302 (Federalisrm) Optional 3
Law 303 International Law - IV Optional 3

(International Refugee Law )
Commercial Law - IV

Law 304 (International Trade Laws and Commercial Optional 3
Contracts)

Criminal Law - IV

Law 305 (Penology and Victimology)
Law 306 | Nepalese Environmental Law - || Optional 3

Optional 3

In the first and second semesters, a student is required to study three compulsory
subjects in each semester respectively. Similarly, from second to sixth semesters,
a student is required to study one compulsory and two optional subjects in each
semester respectively. A student requires writing thesis on the theme approved
by the academic supervisor designated by the Research Committee of the Central

Department of Law.

Methods of Teaching and Guest Lectures

The main features of the teaching methods include inter-disciplinary approach,
Socratic and Participatory. The method of teaching includes interactive lectures,
discussion, tutorial, self-study, question-answer, case studies, research, project
work, seminars and so on. The class teacher instructs to the students to make
presentation on any topic or issues in the class. The class teacher of different
subjects may, with the consent of the HoD of the Central Department of Law,
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invite eminent legal personalities of Nepal and from aboard as Guest Lecturer or as
resource persons. The Convener of the Seminar subject requires inviting eminent
legal personalities of Nepal and from aboard as Resource persons. The Convener
of Seminar subject may prepare roster of the resource persons in consultation
with the HoD of the Central Department of Law/LL.M. Management Committee.
One credit hour is equal to 16 class hours. However, there will be no classes for
the Thesis and students are required to write Thesis under the supérvision of the
Academic supervisor designated by the Central Department of Law.

Library

Each campus, constituent and affiliated has its own library and computer labs. The
collection of relevant textbooks, reference books, law journals and periodicals is
increasing day-by-day for upgrading the quality of legal education in order to help

the teachers and students. The LL.M. students can access the following libraries
located in Kathmandu.

Tribhuvan University Central Library
Supreme Court Library

Nepal Bar Association Library

N

Library of Ministry of Law, Justice, Constituent Assembly and Parliamentary
Affairs

Central Law Library

American Center and American Library

The British Council Library

© N o v

Water and Energy Commission Secretariat Library

Journal

The Faculty of Law has so far published a number of issues of a journal named
“Nepal Law Review” since the day when it was running as the Institute of Law.
Although it was stopped for few years due to resource crunch, now it is being
published regularly keeping in view the need of the LL.M. classes ang Ph.D. research
work under the Faculty. Currently, Nepal Law Campus is publishing the Nepal Law

Review. The affiliated National Law College is being published NALC Law Journal
annually.

In addition, Nepal Bar Council Journal, National Judicial Academy Journal,
Nyayadoot (Nepal Bar Association), Supreme Bar Journal (Supreme Court Bar
Association), Business Law Journal are available in the Libraries in each Campus.
Nepal Kanoon Patrika (Supreme Court) are essential for the study of cases decided
by the Supreme Court of Nepal also available in the Campus libraries.

29



Research Activities

The Research Committee of the Faculty of Law sponsors some research projects
time-to-time, which helps the teachers and the students. Besides other
programmes, of the Research Committee conducts Ph.D., organize seminars,
workshop and interaction programmes. TU Center for Human Rights and the Ty
Center for Environmental Law are aiso involved in research and other academic
activities. Both the Campuses-Nepal Law Campus and the National Law College

are in the process to establish Clinical Law Programme with the aims to train the
students in practical subjects.

Attendance Requirement

be allowed to appear in the internal examination unless he/she has presented a
class term paper in each subject taught to satisfaction of the teacher concerned.

Examinations and Results

There shall be three kind of examinations, i.e., oral, presentation and written. A
class teacher can take oral or written or both assessments, internal assessment
and semester-end exam wil| be written. Semester-end exam will be held two times
in @ year. The Office of the Dean will conduct semester-end exam. Result of the
semester-end exam will be published within 3 months from the final day of the
exam. The last semester's result will be published within 2 months from the final
day of exam. All ahswer books will be examined at the Examination Section of the
Office of the Dean.

Evaluation Methods of Examinations

Two kinds of evaluation system will be adopted for evaluation of students’
performance; these include internal assessment and external (semester-end/
semester) examination. The internaland external evaluation shall have a total
weight of 40 and 60 percent respectively in each subject. Students have to obtain
50 percent marks to pass in both exams-internal and semester-end. Without
passing internal exam students shall not be qualified to appear in semester-end
exam. No students shall be allowed to appear in the examination unless he/she has
presented a class term paper in each subject taught to satisfaction of the teacher

concerned.

Total weight of internal exam is divided into internal assessment; term paper/
class presentation/unit test/report writing/project work/home assignment; and
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class attendance and so on, upon the recommendation of Subject Committees and
approval by the Faculty Board.

In case, the parcentage of marks obtained by students in internal exam exceeds the
semester-end examination marks by 20 percent or more, the marks obtained in the
internal exam will be retained up to 20 percent more only.

Make-up/retake Examination

Students failing in first, second, third and fourth semester exams shall appear in
make-up exams in the following cycle of exams. Students failing in not more than
two subjects in the sixth semester shall be given opportunity to appear in make-up
exam within one month after the final result.

Grading System

The Faculty of Law shall adopt Semester Grade Point Average (SGAP) and Cumulative
Grade Point Average (CGPA).as prescribed in the TU Semester System Operational
Guidelines, 2070.

Thesis

The student passes in the first, second, third and fourth semesters can write a
thesis. Student failing in two subjects only in the fifth semester can also write a
thesis but cannot submit until and unless passing all the subjects. The total weight
of the thesis is 6 credits.

_ Scholarship
Students will receive scholaféhib as per rules and regulation of TU.

Credit Transfer-and Withdrawal

The Faculty of L_-aw;will allow students to transfer the credits earned by them in
similar program of other universities as recognized by TU as prescribed in the TU
Semester System Operational Guidelines, 2070.

Unfair mean and Punishment

* A studént copying thesis/project report of other students and, if found and
proved -guilty, s/he will restricted to write thesis for one academic year (12

months). -
* Students cannot change roll number and answer books.

* Students possessing cheating materials (written/printed/electronic device etc.)
or copying from such material will refrain to sit in the exam of the day.

* Students tearing off exam paper will be restricted to appear in exam for the
next two years (24 months).



* Students taking exam paper out of exam will be restricted to appear in tha
exam for the next two years (24 months).

* Students forcing other to leave the examination will be restricted to appear ip
the exam for the next one year (12 months).

* Students using indecent and/abusive language against invigilator/
superintendent/or any officer will refrain to appear in exam for the next two
years (24 months).

* ASemester Examination Committee at the Office of the Dean shall recommeng
punishment after dye consideration of the type of disorderly conduct reports

of the invigilator, the center superintendent/any other official depute by the
university.

Graduation

The LL.M. Degree will be awa rded upon its successful completion of all the following
requirements:

* A successfui completion of total 60 credit hours with minimum passing grade
in all courses with CGPA of 8.

* A minimum of grade “B”

* Completion of course for the fulfillment of the requirement of the master
Program must occur 72 months from the time of registration.

Curriculum Revision and Development

The Faculty Board of 29-members and the nine Subject Committees, ie.,
Jurisprudence, International Law, Constitutional Law, Commercial Law, Procedural
Law, Criminal Law, Environmental Law, Property and Family Law, and Humanities
and Social Sciences) determine the basicissues relating to curriculum development
in response to the need of the country and in pursuance of the policy and guidance
of TU taking into account the emerging international trends. This Semester system
curriculum was prepared taking more than two years and curriculum of various
universities of national and international were observed. Experts of the concerned
subjects inside and outside the Faculty of Law were involved in the development of
this curriculum. The curriculum has encapsulated the norms and values of rule of
law, human rights, social inclusion, and legal aid. Social inclusion is the new value
adopted after the establishment of federal republic democratic systemin Nepal. The
Academic Council of TU has approved this curriculum upon the recommendation
of the Faculty Board. The Faculty Board recommends upon recommendation of the

Subject Committees.
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