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The most intriguing incident that inspired me to write the thesis on this topic was when,
during a foreign visit, one of the members of the Cambodian delegation gifted everyone
in her translation committee a shawl. She said that the shawl was a GI product of
Cambodia. As there is a saying action speaks louder than words. The GIs tag in the
shawl is the evidence that the product was from Cambodia, it has quality, and that
quality is there because of that place, which is in Cambodia. It is the nature of humans
that he/she like to give rather than to take. The same thing happened to me. I want to
give a gift, but I wish I did not have to tell that the gift is from Nepal; the tag would say
that the product is from Nepal. There are no such kinds in Nepal because it does not
have the GI laws. Since then, in my teaching career, I have consistently written articles,

conducted research, and studied and taught GIs in Intellectual Property.

In one of my research projects, I researched if Greek yoghurt is so famous in Greece,
but not the Juju Dhau of Bhaktapur outside the country, because of a lack of legal
protection. But now it is registered under the collective mark in the Department of
Industry in Nepal. The comparative study of these two kinds of yoghurt inspired my
research. The passion for a deep understanding of this topic, which holds great

significance in the context of Nepal, led me to write a thesis on the GI of goods.

The thesis, “Legal Protection of Geographical Indications in Nepal: Prospects and
Problems,” analyses Nepal's existing legal provisions, their incompatibility with TRIPS
and the provisions of SAARC countries on Gls, the kinds of laws that Nepal needs on

GlIs, and the prospects and problems of implementing GI laws in Nepal.

The research in the field of GI is significant because Nepal has an abundance of GI-
capable goods, which the government has not identified. The Industrial Property Bill,
2082 BS has been registered in the House of Representatives on 2082/02/23 (06 June
2025 AD), providing GI. Some cases involving GI issues were in the courts, which
were not seen through the lens of GI because Nepal does not have GI law. Furthermore,
the National Agriculture Research Centre (NARC) has filed a case regarding shared

GIs of Basmati Rice in the European Union. International law stipulates that before

vi



applying for product registration in the global market, the product must be protected
under the geographical indication laws of the respective country. Nepal is a party to
international instruments, including the TRIPS agreement and the Paris Convention,
and has committed to drafting statutes on GIs. Further, Nepal is graduating from LDC
status to that of a developing country. The Ministry of Industry, Commerce and
Supplies and the National Gene Bank are undertaking the necessary documentation to
assign geographical indication tags to certain goods. Yet, Nepal holds a low position
on the Global Innovation Index, currently ranking 109th, indicating that the country
needs to establish comprehensive intellectual property laws, including GIs. At the same
time, Nepal's presence in international trade is not felt due to the lack of GI laws. This
research will justify the necessity of !"#$%&' & (¥ law in Nepal and comment on the
recently registered bill. The more Nepal delays in passing the bill into law, the more
likely it is to encounter complexities in receiving international ownership of Nepal’s

GI- capable goods.

This thesis shall serve as the basis for protecting Nepal's GI-capable goods globally.
The findings will help the federal parliament to amend the bill and provide insight into
finding the country's Gl-capable goods. Likewise, the thesis's findings will benefit
academia, including educational institutions with library resources that students and
teachers can use for learning. Only five articles on the topic have been published in
eight leading journals in Nepal, and no book on GIs has been written. Therefore, this
research would be one of the authentic and reliable resources on Gls in Nepal. This
research will help farmers and stakeholders understand the benefits of GIs. A critical
aspect of Gl-capable goods is that they receive a premium price. Sui generis GI rights
are community rights; therefore, it will be helpful to understand that GI and the entire
society, including the organisations working for the protection, promotion, and research

of GIs in Nepal, benefit from !"#$%& & (1 laws.
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Geographical indications (GIs) are intellectual property (IP) in which the goods are
given the geographical indication tag. This tag is provided to goods that are available
in a particular territory, region, or place of a country and have a quality and reputation
because of being in that specific territory, area, or location. Gls are recognised,
registered and protected in different parts of the world. The Industrial Property Bill,
2025 BS has been registered in the House of Representatives which has incorporated

the provisions of GI but most of the countries of the word is not new to it.

The thesis aims to analyse the existing legal provisions of Nepal on GIs and compares the
compatibility of these provisions with “Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Right” (TRIPS). Further, the thesis has compared the “South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation” (SAARC) approaches to GIs protection among with the analysis
on why some SAARC countries have succeeded in adopting sui generis laws. Also, the

thesis conducted key informants’ interview with the expert of IPs.

The research has used mixed methods. Analysing the existing legal provisions of Nepal
on GIs and to compare the compatibility of Nepal's GIs with TRIPS, and research
problem two is a comparative study of the SAARC countries on the protection of Gls
using the doctrinal method. Employing empirical research, KII, the research concludes
that Nepal needs sui generis GI laws to protect its Gl-capable goods rather than
collective marks or any other laws focusing on business. Further, through the mixed
method, prospects and problems of implementing sui generis GI laws are given, and it
is stated that there are more prospects than problems. Hence, the empirical data are
collected in the heading of identification and protection of GIs in Nepal. The researcher
has studied to find what kinds of laws Nepal needs to protect its GI and concludes that
Nepal needs !"#$%&' & (#1 laws that are its own kinds of laws and are also compatible

with the TRIPS agreement.

Nepal's provisions on GI of goods that are the existing laws are are incompatible with those
of the TRIPS Agreement. In SAARC countries, among eight, four have sui generis Gls

laws, and they have the standards to protect them. Through the implementation part, it is



explored that Gls are better protected in countries within SAARC. The geographical
indications of goods protected in SAARC countries are through the sui generis GIs laws.
Nepal is drafting the laws; therefore, sui generis laws are required to protect its GIs of goods

in Nepal. Implementing Nepal's sui generis of GlIs law has both prospects and problems.

This study is significant to Nepal because it has over 150 GI-capable goods. If it is not
protected here in Nepal, there might be a problem of infringement of such goods. Nepal
did not hear back from the shared ownership of basmati rice because of not having
protection mechanism. Nepal has recognised GlIs in its scattered laws like the Industrial
Enterprises Act, 2076 BS and ‘The National Intellectual Property Policy 2017 BS’.
Further, the people themselves have been found to take invitations through litigation for
the formal institutionalization of GIs. The case was appealed in the Supreme Court, but
it did not entertain the issues ab initio. Further, Nepal is a party to the Paris Convention
and the TRIPS agreement, which makes it an obligation to enact laws according to them.
Likewise, Nepal is graduating from a least developing country to the developing country.
Nepal must follow the provisions of the TRIPS Agreement, including notifying the laws
about IPR and sharing information about its geographical indications. Likewise, the
universities offering Law Degrees in Nepal teach GlIs; it is in their syllabus on intellectual
property. Some universities teach IP as a compulsory subject, whereas others teach it as

an elective subject.

The GIs in the syllabus are a good sign of the recognition and awareness of a country's
educational institutions. Similarly, in conjunction with the National Gene Bank, the
Ministry of Industry, Commerce, and Supplies is carrying out the necessary
documentation to assign geographical indication tags to Khokuko Suntala (orange) and
Palpako Sakhar (jaggery). This indicates that the government is also awaiting the GI laws.
Nepal’s Position in IP in the Global Innovation Index is not satisfactory. It has obtained

the 109th position. All these demands GIs laws in Nepal.
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Alainchi

Amaala

Amkhora

Ampko Achaar

Anadi

Arna Buffalo (Bubalusarnee):
Ate, Belguti, Chirakhe
AtteMarsi, DudheMarsi
Basaune Ghiraula
Basmati
BhadgaunleTakuwaTopi
Bhaktapure Juju dhau
BhatePhaper

Bhirmauri Ko Maha
BhoteChiya
BhoteLasun/Garlic
BhyaaguteNeuro
Bhyaglung Sheep
Bibliography

Bjhang/Simikotko Simi
Buddha Chitta
Chakku

77" >0l I#)*17!

Cardamom (Black or Large Cardamom)

Fruits

Pot

Mango Pickle

A Type of Indigenous Rice Variety

Wild Water Buffalo

A Kind of Rice

Indigenous Rice Varieties

Sponge Gourd

A Kind of Rice

Bhaktapur Traditional Cap

Bhaktapur’s King Curd (Yogurt)

Buckwheat

Wild Bee Honey

Tibetan Tea

Tibetan Garlic

Vegetables

Indigenous Sheep Breed

It is Referred as Reference as per the APA 7% edition
Citation Rule whereas as per the PhD rule, the word
bibliography must be written

Beans from Bajhang/Simikot

Bodhi Beads (Sacred Buddhist Beads)

It is a cuisine made from jaggery, concentrated
sugarcane juice, nuts, and ghee, and the word is

derived from the Nepa language

Cheese/Chhurpi prepared from yak milk: Yak Cheese (Hardened Yak Milk Cheese)

Champa
Chilly/ JyanmaraKhursani :

Flour of Baked Wheat or Barley
Hot Chili Pepper
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Chiraito (Swartia Chirata) : Medicinal Herb

Choto Mula

Chuk Amilo

Chukauni

DaanhteNeuro

Dal Bhat

Dalechuk

Dalle, Kodo, BarsheKodo

Small Radish

Fermented Sour Liquid

Spiced Yogurt Potato Dish

Vegetable from Dry Opteriscochleata

A Unique Nepali Cuisine Lentil Soup and Rice
Wild Himalayan Sour Berry

Indigenous Finger Millet Varieties

DamberkumariKhasto/Pachhaura : Traditional Nepali Shawl

Deshemaru Jhyal

Dharan ko Kaalo Sungur
Dhunibansi/TokhakoUkhu :
Dhunibensi ko Ambaa

Ekle, Jhinuwa, Lekali, Basmati :

Empirical

Ex -ante

Ex -post

Fibre from Allo
Fibre from Hemp
Fibre from Odal

Gagro

Handicraft (the picture of window is made of wood)
Black Pig of Dharan

Sugarcane from Dhunibansi/Tokha

Mango from Dhunibensi

Indigenous Rice Varieties

The words Empirical and Non-doctrinal are

Interchangeably used in this thesis

Based on Forecasts rather than actual result
Having Retrospective Effect or Force
Himalayan Nettle Fiber

Hemp Fiber

Fiber from Sterculiavillosa

Water pot

Ghaiya, Chattar, Chobo, Pakhe, Jhinuwa : Indigenous Upland Rice Varieties

Ghalcha
GhiuKera
GIs Goods

Gudura
Gundruk
Haakupatasi
Halhale

Water Pot
A type of Banana

Instead of GIs goods the word GI- protected goods,
GI-tagged product and GI-capable goods is used

A type of Rice
Fermented Leafy Greens
Newari Women’s Dhoti (sadi)

Medicinal Herb
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Hattipau
Highland Coffee
Himalayan Honey
Himali Jira
Humla Chyapu
Ilam ko Alainchi
Ilame Chiyaa
Jarneli

Jhinuwa

Jire Neuro

Juju Dhau

Jumli Bean
Jumli Ghoda
Jumli Marshi

Jumli/Helambu/MarphakoSyau

Junde Masino
Kaalo Neuro
Kadu

Kalo and Seto Till
Kalo Mass

Colocasia

High-Altitude Coffee

Pure Himalayan Honey

Himalayan Cumin

Indigenous Woolen Fabric from Humla
[lam Cardamom

[lam Tea

A type of Rice

A Variety of Indigenous rice

A Type of Herb

Juju means King, and Dhau means Curd in Nepal
Language

Beans from Jumla

Jumli Horse

Jumla's Indigenous Rice

: Apples from Jumla, Helambu, and Marpha
A Variety of fine Rice

Black Neuro (Local Herb)

Bitter Gourd

Black and White Sesame Seeds

Black Lentils

Karuwa, Amkhora, Ghalcha, Gagro: Traditional Metal Water Jug and Containers

Khario Till
Khichaa Bhyaatah

Khokhanako Tori ko Tel

Khoku ko Suntala
Khukhuri
Khulu-Simali
Khupu

Koche Neuro

Koshi ko Jalkapoor

Brown Sesame Seeds

Blumealacera

Mustard Oil from Khokana

Oranges from Khoku

Traditional Nepali Knife

Likely a Tree or Wood

Traditional Woolen Cap

Vegetable from Thelypterismultilineata

Jalkapoor’s Fish
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Kulekhaani ko Asla Maachhaa : A Type of Fish from Kulekhani

Label

Lapsi

Local Mayal

Lukla ko Simi
Maakacha

Madale Kaakro
Malbhog Keraa
Mallaji

Manaa of Newar
Manihari koTaamaa
Mansara

Marcha

Masyoraa

Maulik Laws
Moodeko Aalo
Moolako Chaanaa
Mountain Chyangra
Mulpaniko Saag
Muluki

Mungre Kera
Murali Makai
Naaphal
Nalu Lakan

Nepali Aaloo ko Achaar

Lebal term is used in case of list of Collective Marks

of Nepal

Nepali Hog Plum

A type of Pear

Beans from Lukla

Metal Earring worn by Peasants of Lalitpur
A kind of Cucumber

A type of Banana

Black Husked Rice

Traditional Newari Measurement Unit
Fermented bamboo shoot

A type of Indigenous rice

Fermented Rice Starter

Sun-Dried Lentil Nuggets

Unique or own types of laws

Potato from Moode

Radish Chips

Himalayan Mountain Goat

Leafy Greens from Mulpani

The word 'national' has been used somewhere instead
of Muluki; however, the official translation still needs
to be made. The Nepal Bar Council Journal uses the

word Muluki.

A Type of Banana

Variety of Corn

Wheat

Shoes and slippers made of Agave fiber
Nepali Potato Pickle

Nepali Cloth/Velvet Lounge Slipper: Traditional Nepali Cloth/Velvet Slipper

Nepali Lasunko Achaar

Nepali Garlic Pickle
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Nepali Makai Bodi

Nepali Moola ko Achaar
Nepali Sutho

NigaloTusa

Nigar

Organic Highland Coffee
Origin link

Orthodox Tea

Palaanchoke Jutta

Palpali Dhaka

Paschim Nepal ko Chiuri Gheu
Pashmina Khasto/Pachhaura
Pharping/Chhaimal Naspaati
Pigeon Pea

Pigmy Hog

Pokharali Battain

Polkareli Masino

Problem

Prospect

Pyuthaane Moola

Raithane

Respondent

Nepali Corn Beans

Nepali Radish Pickle

Herb

Bamboo Shoots

Corn and Millet Wine

Organic Mountain Coffee

The link between the product and the place
Traditional Handcrafted Tea

Handmade Shoes from Palanchok

Palpa’s Traditional Fabric

: Butter of Chiuri (Aesandrabutyracea)

: Nepali Pashmina Shawl

: Pear

Dhanusha Local

Smallest pig

Quail of Pokhara (popular fighting bird)

A type of Rice

For this chapter the problems include legal problems,
implementation and  organisational  problems,
supplychain, limitations, market, technological,
quality control problems stated by key informants.
For this chapter the prospect includes economic
growth, protection of farmers and producers,
recognition, legal protection and identification of
goods, protection of culture, consumer, traditio