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ABSTRACT

This writing discusses on "Status of Dalit women in Local Politics: A case study

of Tilottama municipality". This study is a part of Tillotama Municipality,

Rupandehi District. In Nepal, 2017 was a historical achievement for Dalit women,

because the Local Level Election Act 2017 opened the door to participation at the

local level through election as a ward member. This Act stipulated that at least one

of the four members of each ward committee should be a woman from the Dalit

community. So, local elections have finally provided an opportunity for Dalit

women to become leaders in their own society and community. Dalit women have

a big opportunity for political participation and election. In the Nepali context,

Dalit women are historically marginalized and are facing discrimination in name of

caste, gender, and religion for centuries. They lack good opportunities like

education, health, property rights, gender equality, and political participation. Both

primary and secondary information have used in the analysis. The primary data

have collected interviews with respondents. Interview and observation and

secondary data are prior researches, personal records, and official documents. The

analysis data are interpreted within the Intersectionality perspective.

Dalit the community are historical victimized and disadvantaged groups of Nepal.

Dalit has many problems facing in the state through several kinds of ways. Their

socio-political, educational, economic status is very desperate as compared to other

caste groups. In the past time, our laws and rules based on Hindu scriptures have

played an important role in making Dalit people miserable and out from politics to

ethnicity on an ethnic basis.

Keyword: Dalit, Women, Local Government, Elected Representative,

Municipality, Ward, Ward member, Election, etc



TABLE OF CONTENT

Letter of Recommendation                                                                    PAGE NO
Letter of Approval
Acknowledgements
Abstract

CHAPTER: ONE: INTRODUCTION ………………………………………1-5

1.1 Background of the study ……………………………………………………1
1.2 Statement of the Problem …………………………………………………..3
1.3 Objective of the Study ……………………………………………..............4
1.4 Significance of the Study …………………………………………………...4
1.5 Organization of Study ………………………………………………………5

CHAPTER-TWOREVIEW OF LITERATURE………………………….7-19

2.1 Women's An overview …………………………………………………...7

2.2 Status of Women in Nepali society………………………………………8

2.3 Dalit: an Overview in Nepali Society ……………………………………11

2.3.1 Understanding Caste-based Nepali Social structure…………………..13

2.4 Status of Dalit women in Nepali society…………………………………15

2.5 Local level election and women participation…………………………….17

2.6 Dalit women as ward member……………………………………………18

2.7 Intersectionality theory of women study…………………………………19

CHAPTER-THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY…………………23-27

3.1 Research Design …………………………………………………………23

3.2 Rational for sit selection…………………………………………………23



3.3 Sampling procedure  ……………………………………………………24

3.4 Nature and Sources of Data…………………………………………….25

3.5.Tools and Technique of Data Collection ………………………………..25

3.5.1 Interview schedule……………………………………………………..25

3.5.2 Key Information Interview ……………………………………………26

3.5.3 Data Analysis and Interpretation ……………………………………..26

3.5.4 Limitation of the Study…………………………………………………27

Chapter- Four: Introduction of the people and place……………………28-37

4.1 Historical Background of the Tilottama Municipality…………………...28

4.2 Caste Respondent categories……………………………………………….29

4.3 Age Categories………………………………………………………………30

4.4 Religion Categories………………………………………………………….31

4.5 Respondent Occupations before they Elected……………………………..31

4.6 Respondents' family structure………………………………………………33

4.7 Respondent Family main income sources…………………………………..34

4.8 Marital status of Respondent's…………………………………………….35

4.9 Respondent Literacy status ………………………………………………..36

4.10 Household Head……………………………………………………………36

4.11 Cause of Settlement…………………………………………………………37



CHAPTER- FIVE: The Role of Dalit women in local politics……………39-55

5.1 Elected Political party…………………………………………………..40

5.2 Before their political involvement………………………………………40

5.3 Respondent Active engagement period in Politics……………………...41

5.4 Cause of Motivation to engaged in Politics……………………………..42

5.5 Did you participated any Social and political Movement ……………..43

5.6 Who helped with the Nomination……………………………………….43

5.7 Respondent self-Satisfaction…………………………………………….44

5.8 Caste/Gender Base Discrimination………………………………………45

5.9 Need help for policy-making and understand about low………………..46

5.11 Family behavior after election…………………………………………...47

5.12 Participation in Decision Making Meeting………………………………48

5.13 Which is the best option for dignity life………………………………... 48

5.14 Memorial experience during the election period ………………………...49

5.15 Local act……………………………………………………………………50

5.16 Participated in Training……………………………………………………52

5.17 Are you Happy as a Dalit women ward member? ...................................52

5.18 Do you want will be the candidate of next Election ……………………..53

5. 19 How much budget implemented your own Tool ………………………...54



5.20 Types of challenges as ward member ………………………………….55

CHAPTER-SIX: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION …………………….57

CONCLUSION ………………………………………………………………..59

REFERENCE ………………………………………………………………i
ANNEX-1 …………………………………………………………………. . ii
ANNEX-2……………………………………………………………………iii



List of Tables

Table No Topic                                                                                             Page No
Table No 4.1. Caste Respondent categories…………………………………29
Table No 4.2 Age Categories…………………………………………………30
Table No 4.3 Religious Categories……………………………………………31

Table No 4.4 Respondent Occupations before they elected………………….32
Table No 4.5 Respondent's Family structure ………………………………...33
Table No 4.6 Respondent Family main income sources……………………….34
Table No 4.7 Respondent's Marital status………………………………………35
Table No 4.8 Respondent literacy status……………………………………….36
Table No. 4.9 Household Head………………………………………………….37
Table No 4.10 Cause of Settlement……………………………………………...37
Table No 5.1 Elected political party……………………………………………40
Table No 5.2 Before their political involvement ………………………………41
Table No 5.3 Respondent active engagement period in Politics ………………41
Table No 5.4 Cause of Motivation to engage in Politics………………………42
Table No 5.5 Did you participated any political Movement…………………..43
Table No 5.6 Who helped for nomination ……………………………………..44
Table No 5.7 Respondent self-satisfaction……………………………………...45
Table No 5.8 Need help for making policy and meetings……………………..46
Table No 5.9 Difference behavior of Non-Dalit during past and present…….47
Table No 5.10 Family behavior after election …………………………………48
Table No 5.11 Participation in a decision-making meeting……………………49
Table No 5.12 Which are the best options for dignity life ……………………..50
Table No 5. 13 Local Governance Act …………………………………………51
Table No 5.14 Are you happy as a Dalit women ward member………………52
Table No 5.15 Do you want will be candidate of nest election …………………53
Table No 5.16 How much budget implemented your own Tool ………………54


