
Livelihood Study of Musahar Community

(A case study of Badaharamal VDC of Siraha District)

A thesis submitted to
Sindhuli Multiple Campus

Department of Sociology/Anthropology
For partial fulfillment of the requirements

For the Master's Degree of Arts in Sociology

Submitted by
Moti Bahadur Giri

Exam Roll No. 2330085/2330086
TU Registered No. 24738-88
Sindhuli Multiple Campus

Sindhuli Nepal

December, 2013



ii

Acknowledgement

This thesis has been prepared for partial fulfillment of the requirements for the
Master's Degree in Sociology/Anthropology in Humanities and Social science.
This thesis has been explored on socio-economic status and livelihood analysis
of Musahar community and it also studies about socio-economic impact in
Musahar community of Badaharamal VDC of Siraha district. For the
completion of this thesis, I have received the contribution from many
concerning agencies, private sectors and respected lectures. Until and unless
getting the valuable suggestions from initiation to end of my dissertation, it is
really unable to get this final shape. So, I would like to share my first gratitude
to Mr. Durga Prasad Adhikari, my thesis supervisor, for his valuable and kind
supervision extended to complete this on time.

Similarly, I would like to express my sincere thank to Mr. Tika Bahadur Thapa,
Head of Sociology and  Anthropology department of Sindhuli multiple campus
for his valuable inputs. I would also like to thank to my nearest and dearest
friend  Mr. Rajkumar Rai, Mr. Rameshwor Dahal, Mr. Krishna Hari Dhungel,
Mr. Chandra Shrestha, Ms. Indira Shrestha for their valuable inputs to inspire,
support and collect all research materials for this Livelihood study and many
more. I am also thankful to Mr. Harisharan Giri from Tribhuban University,
Central Library who supported me to collect related books and thesis.

I am grateful to those respondents who helped me to collect the information
and data. During my information collection field work from Musahar
community in Badaharamal VDC, Mr. Ramkrishna Sada of Badaharamal VDC,
Ward no.3 has supported me a lot. So I am really indebted with him.

I am obliged to Mr. Sijendra Sada, programme coordinator of Federation of
Dalit Organization(FEDO) Siraha; Maijan (Leader) of Musahar comunity Mr.
Ramphal Sada from Badaharamal-4; Social activists Mr. Nagendra Katuwal,
teacher Ms. Chetana Rana and Mr. Ramahari Sharma of Badaharamal-3 for
their great support to carry out my field study.

Likewise, I would like to thank to all staffs of Badaharmal VDC, who kindly
supported to collect the information from the field.

I am sincerely obliged with my parents Mr. Purna Bahadur Giri and Ms. Bal
Kumari Giri along with my wife Ms. Kabita Giri, my lovely daughters and



iii

nephew Ms. Mallika Giri, Malvika Giri and Mr. Manoj Giri, who always
encouraged and supported me to complete my study.

Lastly, I would like to thank all my respected professionals and colleagues of
Micro Enterprise Development Programme/UNDP and pretty friends who
directly or indirectly helped me at the time of preparation of this thesis.

I hope that this study will be helpful to students, teachers, researchers, planner,
development worker and other concerning who are interested to learn  about
the deprived Musahar community and their status of livelihood.

……....................
Date: 20/12/2013 Moti Bahadur Giri



iv

Letter of Recommendation

This  dissertation entitled "Livelihood study of Musahar Community " A

case study of Badaharamal VDC of Siraha District, has been completed by Mr.

Moti Bahadur Giri under my supervision and guidance. I, therefore,

recommended this dissertation for final  approval and acceptance  as a partial

fulfillment of the Master's degree of Arts in Sociology.

………………..
Supervisor
Mr. Durga Prasad Adhikari
Department of Sociology and Anthropology
Sindhuli Mutiple Campus, Sindhuli

Date:



v

Letter of Acceptation

This dissertation presented by Mr. Moti Bahadur Giri entitled
"Livelihood study of Musahar Community", A case study of Badaharamal
VDC of Siraha district has been accepted as partial fulfillment of requirement
of Master's Degree of Arts in Sociology.

Approved by,

Department Head : …………………………….
Mr. Tika Bahadur Thapa

External Examiner: …………………………
Mr.

Internal Examiner:
…………………………

Mr. Durga Prasad
Adhikari

Date



vi

List of Abbreviation

AI Artificial Insemination
BM Badaharamal
BS Bikram Sambat
CBS Centre Bureau  of Statistics
CFC Common Facility Centre
DDC District Development Committee
DFID Department  for International Development
FY Fiscal Year
FGD Focus Group Discussion
GNHA German Nepalese Help Association
GON Government of Nepal
HDI Human Development Index
HH House Hold
KM Kilometer
MA Master of Arts
MECD Micro-Enterprise Creation and Development
MErs Micro-Entrepreneurs
MEDEP Micro-Enterprise Development Programme
MFIs Micro-Financial Institutions
MEDPA Micro-Enterprise Development for Poverty Alleviation
MOF Ministry of Finance
MOI Ministry of Industry
NNDSWO Nepal Dalit Social Welfare Organization
NPC National Planning  Commission
NRFKMHS Nepal Rashtriya Ful Kumari Mahato Higher Secondary
PRA Participatory Rural Appraisal
SL Sustainable Livelihood
Sida Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency

SIYB Start and Improve Your Business

TU Tribhuvan University

UNDP United Nations Development Programme
US United States of America
VDC Village Development Committee
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Glossary

Ailani Unregistered land  cultivated by the local people

Adhiya/

Bataiaya

Land used by the poor community where they pay half of the yield

(grain) in terms of  its rent to the land owner

Bari The land mainly remains  lack of  irrigation facility

Bigah An unit of land  compared to 0.67 hector, consists of 6400 Square feet

Chure Shivalik

Dalit Caste Un touchable caste

Dhami Social healer or Witch Doctor

Dhur Consists of 0.003 Hector  land

Gaja Narcotic product, source of opium

Haliya Close to slavery system where poor work in landlord's house as a farm

support

Ilaka Area

Kamala Name of river

Kattha Small Unit of land  compared to 0.033 hector

Khet Land where there is a facility of irrigation and  yield  paddy, wheat,

Maize etc.

Kulo/Paini Micro canal

Maijan Community leader of the Musahar or other Madhesi caste

Mann An unit of weight that consists 40 kg

Rishi A  devotee  and powerful person

Rishikul family or gene of  devotee

Sim Weight land where usually water is incurred  most of the time and  has

low value in terms of yield
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