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ABSTRACT

This thesis entitled Strategies Used by Novice and Experienced Teachers in

Teaching Short Stories was an attempt to find out the different strategies

adopted by teachers for teaching short stories in secondary level. The study was

carried out by using both primary and secondary sources of data to achieve the

objectives. Observation checklist and interview guidelines were prepared as

tools for data collection. The data were collected from twenty novice and

experienced teachers teaching in secondary level of Baglung district. The ELT

teachers were selected by using purposive non-random sampling method. Ten

teachers were interviewed and ten classes were observed. The data collected

through interview and classroom observation were analyzed and interpreted

statistically and descriptively. It was found that teachers used various strategies

to teach short stories like, picture discussion, question answer, classroom

presentation, reading aloud, providing simple meaning to the difficult words

and chain story telling for the comprehension and development of different

language skills and aspects.

This study consists of five chapters. Chapter one consist of background of the

study, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, research questions,

significance of the study, delimitations of the study and operational definition

of the key terms. Chapter two consists of review of related theoretical

literature, review of empirical literature, implications of the review for the

study and conceptual framework. Chapter three deals with methods and

procedures adapted during the study which incorporates design of the study,

population, sample and sampling strategy, sources of data such as, primary and

secondary, research tools, data collection procedures, data analysis procedure

and ethical consideration. Similarly, in chapter four, analysis and interpretation

of data have been presented. Chapter five deals with findings, conclusion and

recommendation. References and appendices are also included at the end of

this work to make it more valid.



viii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendation for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

Acknowledgements vi

Abstract vii

Table of Contents viii

List of Tables xii

List of Abbreviations xiii

CHAPTER-ONE: INTRODUCTION 1-7

1.1 Background of the Study 1

1.2 Statement of the Problem 4

1.3 Objectives of the Study 5

1.4 Research Questions 5

1.5 Significance of the Study 5

1.6 Delimitations of the Study 6

1.7 Operational Definitions of Key Terms 6

CHAPTER-TWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 8-32

2.1 Review of Theoretical Literature 8

2.1.1 Reasons for Teaching Literature 9

2.1.2 Criteria for Selecting Suitable Literary Text in Foreign Language

Classes 9

2.1.3 Literature and Teaching of Language Skills 10

2.1.3.1 Literature and Reading 10

2.1.3.2 Literature and Writing 11



ix

2.1.3.3 Literature, Speaking and Listening 12

2.1.4 Genre of Literature 12

2.1.4.1 Poetry 12

2.1.4.2 Drama 13

2.1.4.3 Essay 13

2.1.4.4 Novel 13

2.1.4.5 Story 14

2.1.5 Short Stories 14

2.1.6 Types of Short Stories 16

2.1.7 Modern Short Stories 17

2.1.8 Characteristics of the Short Stories 17

2.1.9 Elements of Short Stories 19

2.1.10 Benefits of Using Short Stories to Language Classes Teaching 21

2.1.11 Novice and Experienced Teacher 22

2.1.12 Strategies to Teach short Stories 23

2.2 Review of Empirical Literature 27

2.3 Implications of the Review for the Study 30

2.4 Conceptual Framework 32

CHAPTER-THREE: METHODS AND PROCEDURES OF THE

STUDY 34-37

3.1 Design and Method of the Study 34

3.2 Population, Sample and Sampling Strategy 35

3.3 Sources of Data 35

3.3.1 Primary Sources 36

3.3.2 Secondary Sources 36

3.4 Data Collection Tools and Techniques 36

3.5 Data Collection Procedures 36

3.6 Data Analysis and Interpretation Procedure 37

3.7 Ethical Consideration 37



x

CHAPTER FOUR: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF

RESULTS 38-63

4.1 Analysis of Data and Interpretation of Results 38 38

4.1.2 Results and Discussion of Classroom Observation 38

4.1.2.1 Use of Motivation 39

4.1.2.2 Helping Students with Cultural Background 40

4.1.2.3 Stimulation of Students’ Interest in the Story 41

4.1.2.4 Pre-teaching Vocabulary 42

4.1.2.5 Prediction about the Story 43

4.1.2.6 Brainstorming 44

4.1.2.7 Reading of the Story 45

4.1.2.8 Helping Students to Understand the Plot 46

4.1.2.9 Helping Students to Understand the Character 47

4.1.2.10 Drawing Gist of the Text 48

4.1.2.11 Helping Students with Difficult Vocabulary 49

4.1.2.12 Developing Environment for Critical Thinking 50

4.1.2.13 Helping Students with Style and Language 51

4.1.2.14 Summary of the Story 52

4.1.2.15 Helping Students to make Interpretation of Text 52

4.1.2.16 Understanding Narrative Point of View 54

4.1.2.17 Follow-up Writing Activities 54

4.1.2.18 Follow-up Fluency Practice 55

4.1.2.19 Textual Analysis and Group Work 56

4.1.3 Analysis and Interpretation of Data Obtained from Interview 57

4.1.3.1 Ways of Teaching Short Stories in Secondary Level 57

4.1.3.2 Importance of Teaching Vocabulary before Teaching

Story 58

4.1.3.3 Use of Different Strategies by Novice and Experienced

Teacher 58

4.1.3.4 Short Stories in Secondary Level 59

4.1.3.5 Teaching Short Stories for Critical Thinking 60



xi

4.1.3.6 Strategies Adopted to Teach Elements of Short Stories 60

4.1.3.7 Summary of the Text 61

4.1.3.8 Learners’ Evaluation 62

CHAPTER-FIVE: FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND

RECOMMENDATIONS 64-68

5.1 Findings 64

5.2 Conclusions 65

5.3 Recommendation 66

5.3.1 Policy Related 66

5.3.2 Practice Related 67

5.3.3 Further Research Related 67

References

Appendices



xii

LIST OF TABLES

Table No. Title Page No.

1 Use of Motivation 39

2 Helping Students with Cultural Background 40

3 Stimulating Students’ Interest in the Story 41

4 Pre-teaching Vocabulary 42

5 Prediction about the Story 43

6 Brainstorming 44

7 Reading of the Story 45

8 Helping Students to Understand the Plot 46

9 Helping Students to Understand the Character 47

10 Drawing Gist of the Text 48

11 Helping Students with Difficult Vocabulary 49

12 Developing Environment for Critical Thinking 50

13 Helping Students with Style and Language 51

14 Providing Summary of the Story 52

15 Helping Students to Make Interpretation of Text 53

16 Understanding Narrative Point of View 54

17 Follow-up Writing Activities 54

18 Follow-up Fluency Practice 55

19 Textual Analysis and Group Work 56



xiii

LIST OF SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

% : Percentage

e. g. : For example

et al. : And others

etc. : Etcetera

E. F. L : English as a Foreign Language

E. L. T : English Language Teaching

i.e. : That is

M.Ed. : Masters of Education

Reg. No. : Registration Number

T. U. : Tribhuvan University


