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ABSTRACT

The present research study entitled A Study on Writing Proficiency: A

Comparison of B.A. and B.Ed. Students was carried out to find out the free

writing proficiency of the Bachelor level students of Nawalparasi district.

Besides, this study looks in to the content, organization of information,

grammar, proper use of mechanics of writing, cohesion and coherence in

holistic way. To carry out the research, the researcher selected one campus of

Nawalparasi district by using non-random judgmental sampling procedure and

thirty students (fifteen from B.A. and fifteen from B.Ed. level 2ndyear) by using

simple random sampling procedure. The research was carried out by using both

primary and secondary sources of data. A set of test items consisting of story

writing, letter writing and essay writing were the tools for data collection. The

data were analyzed and interpreted based on the data in accordance with the set

of objectives. The findings of this research show that the total free writing

proficiency of the students was poor. The students of B.Ed. level 2ndyear were

found to be more proficient in writing than the students of B.A. level2ndyear.

Similarly, the students are more proficient in letter writing and less proficient

in essay writing.

This thesis comprises five main chapters. The first chapter deals with

introduction, which consists of general background, statements of problem,

objectives of the study, research question, significance of the study,

delimitation of the study and defining operational key terms. The second

chapter deals with the review of related literature and conceptual framework,

which consists review of related theoretical literature, review of empirical

literature, implication of review for the study and conceptual framework of the

research. The third chapter deals with methods and procedures of the study,

which consists of design and method of the study, research area or field,

population sample and sampling strategy, data collection tools and techniques

of the study, data collection procedures, and data analysis and interpretation

procedure.The fourth chapters deal with analysis and interpretation of result
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and summary of the finding. The collected data were analyzed and interpreted

by using simple statistical tools like average, percentage and descriptive

approach. The fifth chapter presents conclusion and provides recommendations

of the study in term of policy level, practice level, and further research. The

final part of the study consists of references and appendices.



ix

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendation for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

Acknowledgements vi

Abstracts vii

Table of Contents ix-xi

List of Table xii

List of Figure xiii

List of Symbols and Abbreviations xiv

CHAPTERONE: INTRODUCTION 1-6

1.1 Background of the Study 1

1.2 Statement of the Problem 3

1.3 Objective of the Study 4

1.4 Research Questions 4

1.5 Significance of the Study 4

1.6 Delimitation of the Study 5

1.7 Definition of Operational Key Terms 5

CHAPTERTWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 7-36

2.1 Review of Related Theoretical Literature 7

2.1.1 The English Language 7

2.1.2 Language Skills 9

2.1.2.1Writing Skill 12



x

2.1.2.2 Importance of Writing Skill 13

2.1.2.3 Characteristics of Good Writing 14

2.1.2.4 Components of Writing 16

2.1.2.5 Types of Writing 18

2.2 Review of Related Empirical Literature 30

2.3 Implication of the Review of Literature for this Study 34

2.4 Conceptual Framework 36

CHAPTERTHREE: METHODS AND PROCEDURES OF THE

STUDY 37-39

3.1 Design and Method of the Study 37

3.2 Population, Sample and Sampling Strategy 38

3.3     Research Area/Field 38

3.4 Data Collection Tools and Techniques of the Study 38

3.5 Data Collection Procedures 39

3.6 Data Analysis and Interpretation Procedure 39

CHAPTER FOUR: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS

40-55

4.1 Analysis and Interpretation of Results 40

4.2 Holistic Proficency in Free Writing 40

4.3 Level-wise Proficiency in Free Writing 41

4.4 Item-wise Proficiency in Free Writing 42

4.5 Comparative Proficiency of the Students B. Ed and B.A. Level 45

4.6 Marking schemes of B. Ed and B.A. level students in free writing 46

4.7 Compare between two levels in item- wise marking schemes in free

writing 49

4.8 Summary of the Finding 53



xi

CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS   56-59

5.1 Conclusions 56

5.2 Recommendations 56

5.2.1 Policy Level 58

5.2.2 Practice Level 58

5.2.3 Further Research 59

REFERENCE

APPENDICES



xii

LIST OF TABLES

No. of table Name of the table Page No.

1. Holistic Proficiency of the Students in free Writing 41

2. Level-wise Proficiency of the Students in Free Writing 42

3. Proficiency of the Students in Story Writing 42

4. Proficiency of the Students in Letter Writing 43

5. Proficiency of the Students in Essay Writing 44

6. Total-item-wise Proficiency of the Students in Free Writing 44

7. Comparative Proficiency of the Students between B.Ed. and B.A.

Level 45

8. Marking Schemes of B.Ed. Level Students 46

9. Marking Schemes of B.A. Level Students 48

10. Marking Schemes of B.Ed. and B.A. Level Students in Story Writing

49

11. Marking Schemes of B.Ed. and B.A. Level Students in Letter Writing 51

12. Marking Schemes of B.Ed. and B.A. Level Students in Essay Writing 52



xiii

LIST OF FIGURE

Figures Name of the table PageNo.

1 The Process Wheel 19

2 Writing Stage 24

3 Conceptual Framework 36



xiv

ABBREVIATIONS/ACHRONYMS

B.A. : Bachelor in Arts

B.Ed : Bachelor in Education

i.e. : That is

Org. : Organization

Std. : Student

Viz. : Namely

Wrd. : Wording

Mr. : Mister

Mrs. : Mistress

T.U. : Tribhuvan University

Regd. : Registration

p. : Page

pp. : pages

etc. : et cetera

A.D : anno Domini

ELT : English Language Teaching

e.g. : Exempli gratia (as an example)

EFL : English as a Foreign Language

ESL : English as a Second Language

et. al. : and others

% : Percentage

, : comma

; : Semi colon

: : Colon


