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ABSTRACT

This thesis entitled "Content validity of phonetics and phonology questions

paper in M.Ed. level" aimed at examining the content validity of phonetics and

phonology in terms of content coverage and content weightage. In order to

fulfill this purpose, the researcher analyzed the question papers of the year

2066-2070. Only secondary source of data were used. The research findings

indicate that the exam paper of phonetics and phonology Eng. Ed. 516 have

good content validity in terms of content coverage but low content validity in

terms of content weightage.

The study has been confined into five chapters. The first chapter deals with the

introduction which consists of background of study, statement of the problem,

objectives of the study, significance of the study, delimitations of the study and

operation definition of the key terms. The second chapter is related to the

review of related literature, which deals with theoretical literature, empirical

literature, implication of the study and conceptual framework. The third chapter

is related to methods and procedures of the study which deals with design of

the study, population sample and sampling strategy, research tools, source of

data, data collection procedure, and ethical consideration. The fourth chapter

deals with analysis and interpretation of result. The last chapter deals with

findings, conclusion and recommendations of the study. The findings have

been made on the basis of analysis and interpretation of data and on the basis of

these findings some recommendations have been made in policy related

practice related and further research related.



x

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendation for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

Acknowledgements vi

Abstract vii

Table of Contents viii

List of Tables xi

List of Symbols and Abbreviations xii

CHAPTER - ONE : INTRODUCTION 1-5

1.1 Background of the Study 1

1.2 Statement of Problem 3

1.3 Objectives of the Study 4

1.4 Research questions 4

1.5 Significance of the Study 4

1.6 Delimitations of the Study 5

1.7 Operational Definition of the Key Term 5

CHAPTER TWO : REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 6-17

2.1 Review of Related Theoretical Literature 6

2.1.1 Language Teaching and Language testing 6

2.1.2 Types of testing 7

2.1.3 Qualities of a Good Test 8

2.1.4 Content coverage 11

2.1.5 Content Weightage 12

2.1.6 Phonetics and Phonology: An Introduction 12



xi

2.2 Review of Empirical Literature 13

2.3 Implications of the Study 15

2.4 Conceptual Framework 17

CHAPTER THREE : METHODS AND PROCEDURES OF

THE STUDY 18-20

3.1 Design and Method of the Study 18

3.2 Population, Sample and Sampling Strategy 19

3.3 Research Tools 19

3.4 Source of Data 19

3.4.1 Primary Sources of Data 19

3.4.2 Secondary Sources of Data 19

3.5 Data Collection Procedures 19

3.6 Data Analysis and Interpretation Procedures 20

3.7 Ethical Considerations 20

CHAPTER FOUR : ANALYSIS OF DATA AND

INTERPRETATION OF RESULT 21-40

4.1 Analysis and Interpretation of Content Coverage 21

4.1.1 Representation of Test Items From Unit One 22

4.1.2 Representation of the Contents In terms of Course Contents in

Unit Two 25

4.1.3 Representation of the Test Contents In Terms of Course

Contents in Unit Three 28

4.1.4 Representation of the Test Contents In Terms of Course

Contents in Unit Four 32

4.1.5 Examination of Test Paper on Whole In Terms of Coverage 35

4.1.6 Unit wise Comparison of Papers In terms of Content Coverage 36

4.2 Analysis and Interpretation of Content Weightage 36

4.2.1 Whole Content Validity In terms of Content Weightage 37

4.3 Comparison of content validity in terms of content coverage

and weightage 39



xii

CHAPTER FIVE : FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND

RECOMMENDATIONS 41-44

5.1 Findings 41

5.2 Conclusion 42

5.3 Recommendations 43

5.3.1 Policy Related 43

5.3.2 Practice Related 44

5.3.3 Further Research Related 44

REFERENCES 45-47

APPENDICES



xiii

LIST OF TABLES

Pages

Table 1: Analysis of Content Coverage From Unit One 22

Table 2 : Analysis of Content Coverage From Unit Two 25

Table 3 : Analysis of Content Coverage From Unit Three 28

Table 4 : Analysis of Content Coverage From Unit Four 32

Table 5 : Examination of Test Paper on the Whole Interms of Coverage 35

Table 6 : Content Validity In terms of Content Weightage 37



xiv

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

No. : Number

O : Objective

S.S. : Short Subjective Question

S.L. : Subjective Long Question

alt : alternative

p : page number

etc. : et cetera

et al. : and other people

i.e. : that is


