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ABSTRACT

The study entitled "Socio-Economic Status of the Raji People: A

Case Study of the Raji of Taranga VDC, Surkhet" it has been carried

out using primary data sources received from Taranga VDC – 4, Sarkhet.

The specific objectives of study area are 1. To analyze the social status of

Raji community 11. To explore the cultural status of Raji (III) to find out

economic status of Raj  community.

To meet the objectives of the study primary and secondary data

were collected from the field survey. These data are analyzed

descriptively and analytically with the help of computer software

program.

Total 25 households were selected as universal sample size.

Descriptive research design has been adopted for this study. Method of

methodology, techniques, research design, data collection, interview

sampling etc. are used. To get primary data, field observation, key informants

interview, focus group discussion and household survey also limited in study

area only Raji community participation and decision making.

The socio-economic condition is poorer than other cast/ethnic

groups. Political, social, economic and education condition is very poor.

Raji people are weak and marginalized in terms of economic status,

social status, education level and political involvement, it is important for

the country's all over the development that each community and ethnic

group has the opportunities progress in a balance and appropriate

manner. The special features which make the ethnic group clearly from

other part of society are an asset to the nation. The equitable and

sustainable rural development of nation will only be possible through the

realization of their specific needs and rights.



vi

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.

Recommendation Letter i

Approval Letter ii

Acknowledgement iii

Abstract iv

Table of Contents v

List of Tables ix

List of Figures x

Abbreviations xi

CHAPTER ONE : INTRODUCTION 1-10

1.1 Back Ground 1

1.2 Statement of the Problem 5

1.3 Objectives of Study 7

1.4 Significance of the study 8

1.5 Limitation of the Study 9

1.6 Organization of the Study 9

CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW 11-22

CHAPTER-THREE: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 23-26

3.1 Rationale of the Selection of the Study Area 23

3.2 Research Design 23

3.3 Nature and Source of Data 24

3.4 Universe of study 24

3.5 Data Collection Tools and Techniques 24

3.5.1 Household Survey 25

3.5.2 Observation 25



vii

3.5.3 Interview 25

3.5.4 Key Informant’s Interview 25

3.5.5 Group Discussion 26

3.6 Analysis of Data 26

CHAPTER FOUR : DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY

AREA 27-38

4.1 District Introduction 27

4.2 Physical Setting of Taranga 30

4.2.1 Natural Resources 30

4.2.2 Physical Development Activities 32

4.3 Population 33

4.4 Composition of Ethic Castes of Taranga VDC 34

4.5 Religion 37

4.6 Mother Tongue 37

CHAPTER FIVE : SOCIAL STATUS OF RAJI

COMMUNITY 39-51

5.1 History of Rajis of Taranga VDC 39

5.2 Physical Appearance 40

5.3 Dress and Ornament 40

5.4 Fooding Habit 40

5.5 Settlement and Housing Condition of Raji 41

5.6 Population 42

5.7 Family Structure 44

5.8 Family Size 45

5.9 Marital Status 46

5.10 Education Status 46

5.11 Language 49



viii

5.12 Social Condition of Raji Women 50

CHAPTER SIX : CULTURE AND RELIGIOUS

FESTIVALS 52-57

6.1 Some Major Life Cycle Ceremonies 52

6.1.1 Chhaiti Rituals 52

6.1.2 Nwaran 53

6.1.3 Pasni (Bhat Khuwaune) 53

6.1.4 Hair Cutting 53

6.1.5 Marriage Practice of Raji Community 54

6.1.6 Death Rituals 55

6.2 Religious Festivals 55

6.2.1 Dashai 55

6.2.2 Tihar 56

6.2.3 Fagu Purnima 56

6.2.4 Maghe Sankranti 56

6.2.5 Bhadra Sakaranti (Gheeu Khane Sakaranti) 56

6.2.6 Song and Dance 57

6.2.6.1 Mangal Gan 57

6.2.6.2 Sorathhi, Kucha and Sigaru Nach 57

CHAPTER SEVEN : ECONOMIC STATUS OF RAJI

COMMUNITY 58-72

7.1 Land Ownership 58

7.2 Occupation 60

7.2.1 Agriculture 62

7.2.1.1 Major Crops 63

7.2.1.2 Sufficient of Food Crop 64

7.2.2 Animal Husbandry 65



ix

7.2.3 Fishing 66

7.2.3.1 Using Hooks 66

7.2.3.2 Using Nets 66

7.2.4 Boating 67

7.2.5 Gold Panning 67

7.2.6 Wage Labour 68

7.2.7 Hand Craft 68

7.2.8 Division of Labor 68

7.3 Income, Expenditure and Saving Condition of Raji People 69

7.4 Causes of Economic Backwardness 72

CHAPTER EIGHT : SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND

RECOMMENDATIONS 73-79

8.1 Summary 73

8.2 Conclusion 76

8.3 Recommendations 78

REEFRENCES 80-82

Annex – 1: Questionnaire for Households Survey 83-87

Annex – 2 : Maps 88



x

LIST OF TABLES

Page No.

Table 4.1 Population Distribution of Surkhet District by Sex 28

Table 4.2 Population Distribution by Ethnic Group of this

District 29

Table 4.3 Ward-Wise Population Distribution by Sex 34

Table 4.4 Composition of Ethnic Castes of Taranga VDC 35

Table 4.5 Population by 5 Years of Age Group and Sex

Composition 36

Table 4.6 Population by Religion 37

Table 4.7 Population by Mother Tongue 38

Table 5.1 Housing Condition of Raji People of Study Area 42

Table 5.2 Distribution of Sex 43

Table 5.3 Distribution to Population of Raji by Age 43

Table 5.4 Types of Families 44

Table 5.5 Family Size of Households 45

Table 5.6 Marital Status 46

Table 5.7 Level of Education 47

Table 7.1 Distribution of Landholding by Raji Households 59

Table 7.2 Classification of their Primary and Secondary

Occupation of the Households 60

Table 7.3 Amount of Production Per Unit Land in the Study

Area 63

Table 7.4 Sufficiency of Food Crop Production 64

Table 7.5 Types of Livestock Found in the Study Area 65

Table 7.6 Distribution and Annual Income of the Respondent by

Household Income 70

Table 7.7 Distribution of Respondent by Households

Expenditure 71



xi

LIST OF FIGURES

Page No.

Figure 5.1 Level of Education 48

Figure 7.1 Occupational Status of Respondents 61



xii

ACCRONYMS/ ABBREVIATIONS

B.S = Bikram Sambat

DDC = District Development   Committee

DFO = District Forestry Office

FGD = Focus Group Discussion

GOs = Government Organizations

HH = Household

HMG/N = His Majesty’s Government of Nepal

INGO = International Non- government organization

MA = Masters of Arts and Humanities

NEFIN = Nepal Federation of Indigenous Nationalities

NFDIN = The National Foundation for the Development of

Indigenous Nationalities

NGOs = Non Government Organizations

VDC = Village Development committee


