TRUBHUWAN UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

Jane Eyreasa Nomad: Reading Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre

A Thesis
Submitted to the
Central Departmental of English
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirement for the Degree
Of

Master of Artsin English

By
Padam Pandey

Central Department of English
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

May, 2011



Tribhuwan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathamandu

Approval Letter

Thisthesis entitled "Jane Eyre as a Nomad: Reading Charlotte Bronte's Jane Eyre"
submitted to the Central Department of English Tribhuwan University by Mr. Padam Pandey has

been approved by the undersigned members of the research committee.

Research Committee Members:

Internal Examiner

External Examiner



Acknowledgements

First of all, I would like to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to my thesis
supervisor Mr. Ramesh Thapa for his scholarly thought provoking guidance, inspiration,
encouragement, valuable suggestions, and his academic excellence. Without his kind support and
frequent encouragement, this research work could not have come to the present form. | am
thankful to Dr. Amma Raj Joshi, Head of Department of English, for his suggestions and
cooperation.

The contribution of friends and well-wishers for the completion of thisthesisis highly
memorable. | most acknowledge my gratitude and thankfulness to Shankar Panthee, Suresh
Bhandari, Pashupati Dhakal, Kamala Bhattarai, UmaJaisi, Pragati Kshetri and many more
missed names for the support and encouragement in the course of writing thisthesis.

Finally, my happiness has no bound to say that this thesis work is dedicated to my parents
for their precious inspiration in my academic development. | am also grateful to my brothers and
sisters Mitra, Raju, Saritaand Minafor creating a cooperative and favorable home environment
during my studies.

May, 2011 Padam Pandey



Abstract

The present research work studies the novel Jane Eyre in the light of nomadism and
feminism and proves that Jane Eyre, anomad, is arevolutionary female character who, through
her mobility, challenges the patriarchal norms and values, thereby challenging the whole
patriarchal socia system. Overpassing the patriarchal limitations and rejecting the imposed
socia construction of woman, Jane presents herself as afeminist.

Victorian period marks the culmination of ages long patriarchal domination over women.
The women of the Victorian society experience only the limitations and restrictions. Since long
ago, their world has been narrowed down to domestic sphere. Free mobility is restricted for
them. Instead, women in general have been termed as fragile, submissive, passive, nurturing,
emotional and inferior. In such social context of Victorian period, Jane Eyre appears as arebel.
She refuses to be confined within patriarchal boundary, and aso denies being atypical Victorian
woman. She answers the socia stability through her nomadity. She adopts the masculine role
while playing gender roles. By doing so, she attempts to deconstruct the patriarchal system.
Thus, this research examines how Jane Eyre protects herself from being socially constructed, and

how she confronts the patriarchal society with her nomadity.
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