STATUS OF RAG PICKERS
(A Study of Narayanghat Bazaar, Bharatpur, Chitwan, Nepal)

A DISSERTATION
Submitted to the Department of
Population Studies, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Science of TU in Partia Fulfillment of the
Requirement for the Degree of Master of Artsin Population Studies

By
Sarita Giri
Exam Roll No.: 3860014
TU Registration No. 30165-92
Tribuhvan University, Maiya Devi Girls College
Bharatpur, Chitwan
October, 2011



LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

This dissertation entitled "STATUS OF RAG PICKERS (A Study of Narayanghat
Bazaar, Bharatpur, Chitwan, Nepal)" is prepared by Sarita Giri in partial fulfillment of
the requirements for the degree of Masters of Arts in Population Studies under my
direct supervision. | hereby recommend this dissertation for approval by the dissertation

committee.

Pradip Tiwari
Supervisor
Date:



APPROVAL LETTER

This dissertation submitted by Sarita Giri entitled "STATUS OF RAG PICKERS (A
study of Narayanghat Bazaar, Bharatpur, Chitwan, Nepal)" is approved as partial
fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Masters of Artsin Population Studies,
Tribhuvan University, Maiya Devi Girls College, Bharatpur, Chitwan, Nepal.

Dissertation Committee

Head of the Programme
(Indra Prasad Poudel)

Externa Examiner i,
(Buddhi Raj Sedhain)

Supervisor e

(Pradip Tiwari)

Date:



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Firstly I would like to thank Tribhuwan University for giving me chance to prepare the
thesis for partial requirement to the fulfillment of M. A. program held under Tribhuwan

University.

| would like to express sincere gratitude to Indra Parsad Poudel, Master Degree
Program co-coordinator of population studies of Maiya Devi Girls College, Pradip
Tiwari, Lecturer of Malya Devi Girls College, for giving me their valuable time and
guidance. This research work would have never been ccompleted without their
continuous guidance with valuable comments and kind support to me all way through
thisthesis.

| am aso very much thankful to Harihar Pokhrel, Campus Chief of Maiya Devi Girls
College; likewise, | am also equally grateful to my entire respected teacher and all staff
of Maiya Devi Girls College, for their suggestion and continuous support during the

study period.

| am very much heartily thanking to all my friends and all my family membes specially
my husband Mr. Hem Raj Giri for this support while preparing this thesis.
At last but not least, | am also very much thankful all the respondent children who

share their time to respond questionnaire.

August, 2011 Sarita Giri



ABSTRACT

Addressing the problems of children rag pickers, various NGOs, INGOs and local clubs
and other organization are being conducting different program in Nepal .The purpose of
organizations are to promote their education level and to provide them different
vocational program for their livelihood. But it is still going on. The objective of the

study is to observe the status of rag pickers with their daily activities and income.

The studies analysis the socio-economic status and demographics characteristics of
children rag pickers. There were 90 samples, among of them 70 were boys and 20
girls.Demographic characters included the sex, age and migration status of the
respondent. Socio status was measured in terms of literacy rate, education attainment,
caste\ethencity status, family size and composition and food habit, consumption of
drugs and alcohol and habits of spending leasure time. Similarly the economic status
was measured in terms of family occupation, working site, rag picking season, rag
picking time, daily collection collection materials, place of selling rags, other jobs and
daily income.The findings of the study show majority of rags pickers are boys, majority
of boys rag pickers are migrant, boys are comparatively literate than girlsmgjority of
rag pickers are from indigenious group,child rag pickers usually originated from non
agricultural family with 3-5 family members, they come into this job due to family
distruction, although they live out of house but they eat cooked food then junk food,
they collect mainly plastics and plastics made materias, they get price for their rags
varies according to quality of collected materials, they collect rags from market site and
dumping site, winter season and morning time is right time to collect rags, smoking and
using acohol is commen in rag pickers, besides collecting rags they spend their leasure
time by doing different jobs, they select different area for their eep in night. This
study utilized both qualitative and quantitative technique for data collection. The
respondent selected by convenience method. Information collected from the children

rag pickers under age 16 years old.

It is observed that as respondent rag pickers were very vulnerable situation. They need

support of humanitarian to promote their life style and for their safe future.
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