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Abstract

This study on Walker Percy’s The Moviegoer focuses on modern man's alienation in

America. In the novel, the protagonist, Binx Bolling suffers from severe self-alienation

which results from disintegration of his life in modern American society. He then resorts to

the fictitious world of movies. As he watches movies, the impersonal images on the screen

seem to offer him vision into the purpose and meaning of his own life. For him, watching

movies becomes watching life and watching life becomes living life in the real sense. Thus,

Percy shows Bolling alienated from society and lost in fictitious world of movies to expose

haunting sense of present decadent capitalistic values and the fragmented self of modern

American man.



Contents

Page No.

Acknowledgements

Abstract

Chapter I: Walker Percyas an Existential Writer                                     1-9

Chapter II: A Study of Atheistic Existentialism 10-23

Chapter III: Alienation and Escapism in The Moviegoer 24-45

Chapter IV: Conclusion 46-47

Works Cited




