
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY 

 

Postcolonial Concerns in Amitav Ghosh's The Circle of Reason 

 

 

 

 

A Thesis  

Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree  

of Masters of Arts in English  

 

 

 

By 

Janu Baral 

Campus Roll No.: 122/065 

Exam Roll No.: 480432 

T.U. Regd. No.: 6-2-48-3191-2005 

 

 

 

Department of English 

Prithvi Narayan Campus, Pokhara 

November 2015  



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Department of English 

 

Supervisor’s Recommendation 

 

Janu Baral with campus Roll no: 122/2065, Exam Roll No: 480432 and T.U. 

Regd. No. 6-2-48-3191-2005 has completed her thesis, entitled “Postcolonial 

Concerns in Amitav Ghosh's The Circle of Reason” under my supervision. She carried 

out her research from September 2014 to November 2015. I hereby recommend her 

thesis be submitted for final evaluation.  

 

 

___________________ 

Prof. Rajendra Prasad Tiwari 

Supervisor 

Department of English 

Prithvi Narayan Campus 

Pokhara 

November 2015 



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY 

Faculties of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Department of English 

 

Approval Sheet 

 

This thesis, entitled “Postcolonial Concerns in Amitav Ghosh's The Circle of 

Reason" submitted to the Department of English, Tribhuvan University, by Janu Baral 

has been approved by the undersigned members of the Evaluation Committee. 

 

Members of the Research Committee: 

 

------------------------------     ----------------------- 

                Supervisor 

------------------------------ 

        ------------------------ 

------------------------------      Expert 

 

------------------------------     ----------------------- 

         Head 

------------------------------     Department of English 

                Prithvi Narayan Campus, 

         Pokhara 

Date: ____________________  



Acknowledgements 

 First and foremost I like to extend my profound gratitude to my respected 

supervisor Prof. Rajendra Prasad Tiwari, Head of the Department of English, Prithvi 

Narayan Campus for his support and encouragement by providing valuable time from 

the very beginning to the end of the thesis. Without his help and scholarly guidance, 

this thesis would not have come in the present form. To me his kindness and 

generosity are very memorable. I would also like to extend my gratitude to the 

research committee of the English Department for providing me an opportunity to 

carry out this research work. 

 I am also grateful to my life- partner Surya Prasad Timilsena for his unselfish 

support from the beginning to the end of this thesis. My parents Ramji Prasad Baral 

and Radha Devi Baral are also my source of encouragement to take me in this stage. 

My sister Sapana Baral and brother Gaurab Baral are also the source of 

encouragement to take me in this stage; therefore, they should not be left to receive 

thanks from me. In the same way, I am indebted to all respected teachers and friends 

who helped me to accomplish my research work. 

      

 

November 2015       Janu Baral  



Table of Contents 

Supervisor’s Recommendation ii 

Approval Sheet iii 

Acknowledgements iv 

Table of Contents v 

Abstract vi 

Chapter 1: Amitav Ghosh’s The Circle of Reason 1-8 

  Issues and Concerns 1 

  Review of Literature  5 

Chapter 2: Postcolonialism and Rationality 9-22 

  Western Rationality  10 

  Postcolonial Rationality 16 

Chapter 3: Rationality and Diasporic Practices in The Circle of Reason 23-48 

  State Rationality and Postcolonial Practices 23 

  Conflict between Religious Faith and Secular Reason 25 

  Balaram's Obsession with Reason 28 

  Colonial Legacy in Postcolonial Regime 31 

  Weaving and Circle: Symbolic Representation 37 

  Concerns of Migration, Diaspora and the Subalterns 40 

Chapter 4: Failure of Postcolonial Nation and Harsher Condition of the  

  Subalterns 49-51 

Works Cited 52-54 

 



Abstract 

 Amitav Ghosh’s The Circle of Reason examines the postcolonial concerns. 

This thesis focuses on the adverse effect of postcolonial rationality as exemplified in 

the novel. Balaram, one of the main characters of the novel has obsession with reason. 

In the novel, he represents the innocent people who are accused of terrorism and are 

compelled to be fugitive by the repressive force of government. The character 

Balaram, who has the campaign of hygine and reason- based practical planning, is 

destroyed by the brutish force of postcolonial India. The government fails to maintain 

the order and rule of law. It also disturbs the utopian projects. The main focus of the 

research is to bring out the concern of the novel as to the postcolonial reality of India. 

Its main motto is to examine the issues of diaspora, migration, rootlessness, search for 

identity, etc. It also examines whether postcolonial rationality and police 

administrative force of government are really to prosper the life of citizen or not. The 

study explorers that the police force is deployed  to maintain the order and peace in 

the society but it becomes the cause of suffering of the innocent people; hence 

postcolonial rationality has no sense, no reason and no principled and pragmatic 

value. Ghosh’s focus is on hybridity, formation of new connections and that history is 

not unchangeable.  


