
 

Study of Kathmandu University Central 

Library with Special Reference to SOUL 

and Manual Operating System 

 

 

A thesis submitted to  

the Central Department of Library and Information Science in Partial 

fulfillment of the requirement for the Master’s Degree of Library and 

Information Science (M.Lib.) 

        

 

Submitted by 

 

MEENA KUMARI JHA 

 

 

Central Department of Library and Information Science 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur,  

Kathmandu 

 

2015 



 

    

 

 

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION 

 

This is to certify that the thesis submitted by Meena Kumari Jha entitled “Study of 

Kathmandu University Central Library with special reference to SOUL and 

Manual Operating System” is an original work prepared under my supervision and 

guidance. I, hereby, recommend the thesis for final approval. 

             

       ……………………………….. 

 Dr. Madhusudan Karki 

    Thesis Supervisor         

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:  

 



 

 

 

LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE 

 

This Thesis prepared and submitted by Meena Kumari Jha entitled “Study of 

Kathmandu University Central Library with special reference to SOUL and 

Manual Operating System” has been evaluated and accepted as a partial fulfillment of 

the requirement for the degree of Master of Arts in Library and information Science. 

          

Approval Committee 

          

_________________ 

          Dr. Madhusudan Karki 

                                                                                                               (Thesis Supervisor) 

 

                                                                                                            ------------------------ 

Date:                                                                                               Mr. Bishnu Prasad Aryal 

  External Supervisor 

                             

 ------------------------ 

                                                                                                        Mr. Bhim Dhoj Shrestha  

 Head of Department 

iii 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

I would like to express my deep and sincere gratitude to my supervisor Dr. Madhusudan 

Karki, Central Department of Library and Information Science for his encouragement, 

guidance for this thesis. 

I am ever grateful to Head of Department Mr. Bhim Dhoj Shrestha and also all the 

faculty members of Central Department of Library and Information Science  Mrs Nirmala 

Shrestha, Mr. Rudra Prasad Dulal, Dr. Mohan Pradhan, Mr. Bishnu Prasad Aryal, Mr. 

Ramesh Parajuli and Mr. Sushil Yadav for supporting me during my study. I also 

remember all my classmates & my senior Ms Kamala Shrestha for sharing me their ideas 

& kind support. 

It is my great pleasure to express my appreciation to Central Department of Library and 

Information Science for providing me to pursue Master degree in library and Information 

Science in Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur. 

I do acknowledge the staffs of Kathmandu University Central library at Dhulikhel for 

providing me useful materials and also the students of School of Science, School of 

Engineering and School of Medical Science for their kind cooperation. 

I would like to acknowledge Ms. Jolanta Wrobel from Politechnika Wroclawska, Poland 

for her kind suggestions while preparing the questionnaire. This research work has been 

accomplished by the kind support, valuable suggestions & constant encouragement from 

my individuals.  

I am deeply indebted to and sincerely express my heartfelt gratitude to my husband and 

both sons for their continuous love, inspiration, endless encouragement, normal support 

during my entire study period. Finally I would like to thank all those who helped me 

directly and indirectly to accomplish this study. 

Meena Kumari Jha                                                

iv 



 

ABSTRACT 

 

The thesis entitled “Study of Kathmandu University Central Library with special 

reference to SOUL and Manual Operating System” is a comparison of two physical 

forms of operating system. The research indicates that the users are friendly in SOUL Integrated 

Library Software and it is found to be efficient. The study was done in 459 respondents.  

The research is focused on the study of SOUL Integrated Software & Manual Operating System 

in Kathmandu University, Dhulikhel, Kavre. The population has been selected from Kathmandu 

University School of Science, School of Engineering and School of Medical Science students. 

The questionnaire has used to make them fill for the purpose of data collection. The presentation 

of primary data has been done in tables & graphs to understand the study easily to reach for the 

conclusion. 

After conduct of the research, the researcher has found that the majority of students like to use 

SOUL Integrated Library Software in Kathmandu University. They replied that they use software 

for searching reading materials & also online free reading materials. They prefer electronic 

system in the library. Finally, the summary of the work with finding and some recommendations 

have been presented. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v 



TABLE OF CONTENT  PAGE 

 

TITLE PAGE  i 

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION  ii 

LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE  iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  iv 

ABSTRACT  v 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  vi - ix 

LIST OF TABLE  x- xi 

LIST OF FIGURE  xii- xiii 

LIST OF ACRONYMS  xiv 

CATALOGUE  xv-xviii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

vi 



CONTENT  PAGE 

Chapter I. INTRODUCTION  (1 - 10) 

1.1. Background of the study  1 

1.2. Statement of the problem  8  

1.3. Objective of the study  8 

1.4. Scope and Limitation of the study  8 

1.5. Importance of This research  9 

1.6. Definition of the terms/ glossary  9 

 

Chapter II: REVIEW OF LITERATURE   (11 - 21) 

2.1. Technology in the context of libraries   12 

            2.2. E-library introduction      18             

      

Chapter III: FOCUS OF THE STUDY  (22 - 32) 

3.1. Introduction to Kathmandu University  22 

3.2. Organizational structure   26 

3.3. Library and Information units in KU  27 

3.4. Focus of SOUL  28 

 

Chapter IV: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  (33 - 35) 

4.1. Research design  33 

4.2. Population  33  

4.3. Sampling procedures  34 

4.4. Data Collection Procedures  34 

4.5. Data Analysis Procedures  34 

vii 



Chapter V: ANALYSIS, PRESENTATION AND INTERPRETATION (36 - 63) 

5.1. Facility in library  36 

5.2. Study hour   38 

5.3. Purpose of the library visit  39 

5.4. Existing available books  40 

5.5. Types of documents  41 

5.6. Opening hour of library  42 

5.7. Lending period of books  43 

5.8. Availability of internet facility  44 

5.9. Use of internet facility  45 

5.10. Familiar with e-library/ e-journals  46 

5.11 Need of e-library  47 

5.12. Aware of rules & regulations  48 

5.13. Service of library  49 

5.14. Availability of staff members  50 

5.15. Trained & skilled staff members  51 

5.16. Behavior of staff members  52 

5.17. Scientific knowledge of staffs  53 

5.18. Need of training  54 

5.19. Space in library  55 

5.20. Familiarity of SOUL operating system  56 

5.21. Efficiency of SOUL operating system  57 

5.22. Management of books  58 

5.23. Preference of online reading materials  59 

(viii) 



5.24. Preference for online free books  60 

5.25. Familiar with manual library system  61 

5.26. Preferable system  62 

5.27. Availability of project materials  63 

 

Chapter VI: SUMMARY, FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS (64 - 66) 

6.1. Summary  64 

6.2. Findings   65 

6.3. Conclusions             65 

6.3. Recommendations  66 

 

REFERENCES  67 - 69 

APPENDICES: Questionnaires  70 - 72 

Curriculum Vitae  73 - 75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ix 



 

LIST OF TABLES 

TABLE    PAGE  

Table 1.  Facility in library   36 

Table 2.  Study hour    38 

Table 3.  Purpose of the library visit   39 

Table 4.  Existing available books   40 

Table 5.  Types of documents   41 

Table 6.  Opening hour of library   42 

Table 7.  Lending period of books   43 

Table 8.  Availability of internet facility   44 

Table 9.  Use of internet facility   45 

Table 10. Familiar with e-library/ e-journals   46 

Table 11 Need of e-library   47 

Table 12. Aware of rules & regulations   48 

Table 13. Service of library   49 

Table 14. Availability of staff members   50 

Table 15. Trained & skilled staff members   51 

Table 16. Behavior of staff members   52 

Table 17. Scientific knowledge of staffs   53 

Table 18. Need of training   54 

Table 19. Space in library   55 

Table 20. Familiarity of SOUL operating system   56 

Table 21. Efficiency of SOUL operating system   57 

x 



TABLE (Contd.)   PAGE 

Table 22. Management of books   58 

Table 23. Preference of online reading materials   59 

Table 24. Preference for online free books   60 

Table 25. Familiar with manual library system   61 

Table 26. Preferable system   62 

Table 27. Availability of project materials   63 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

xi 



LIST OF FIGURES 

FIGURE   PAGE  

Figure 1.  Facility in library   36 

Figure 2.  Study hour    38 

Figure 3.  Purpose of the library visit   39 

Figure 4.  Existing available books   40 

Figure 5.  Types of documents   41 

Figure 6.  Opening hour of library   42 

Figure 7.  Lending period of books   43 

Figure 8.  Availability of internet facility   44 

Figure 9.  Use of internet facility   45 

Figure 10. Familiar with e-library/ e-journals   46 

Figure 11 Need of e-library   47 

Figure 12. Aware of rules & regulations   48 

Figure 13. Service of library   49 

Figure 14. Availability of staff members   50 

Figure 15. Trained & skilled staff members   51 

Figure 16. Behavior of staff members   52 

Figure 17. Scientific knowledge of staffs   53 

Figure 18. Need of training   54 

Figure 19. Space in library   55 

Figure 20. Familiarity of SOUL operating system   56 

Figure 21. Efficiency of SOUL operating system   57 

Figure 22. Management of books   58 

xii 



FIGURE (Contd.)   PAGE 

Figure 23. Preference of online reading materials   59 

Figure 24. Preference for online free books   60 

Figure 25. Familiar with manual library system   61 

Figure 26. Preferable system   62 

Figure 27. Availability of project materials   63 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

xiii 



LIST OF ACRONYMS 

 

CDS  Computerized Documentation Service  

e-book                                   Electronic book  

E – Library Electronic Library 

E – Resources Electronic resources 

ISIS Integrated system of Information service 

I T Information Technology 

K U Kathmandu University 

K U C L Kathmandu University Central Library 

L I S Library & Information Science 

L S Library Software 

M S Manual System 

R B Reference book 

R H Reading habits 

S O E School of Engineering 

S O S School of Science 

S O M S School of Medical Science 

 SOUL                Software for University Library 

T U C L Tribhuvan University Central Library 

%                                           Percentage 

 

 

 

xiv 



CATALAGUE 

 

Main Card 

D 

005.368      

J 559 s 

       Jha, Meena  Kumari 

                     Study of Kathmandu University Central Library with special reference 

to SOUL and manual operating system / Meena Kumari Jha  – 

Kathmandu: Central  Department of Library and Information Science, 

TU, 2015. 

  xviii, 75 p. : tables ; 30 cm. 

   Thesis (MLISC) – Tribhuvan University, Central Department of 

Library and Information Science, 2015. 

   1. Library Software  2.  Library Automation   

                  1. Title 

 
 

 

Shelf – List Card 

 

D 

005.368      

J 559 s 

       Jha, Meena  Kumari 

                     Study of Kathmandu University Central Library with special reference 

To SOUL and manual operating system / Meena Kumari Jha – 

Kathmandu: Central Department of Library and Information Science, 

TU, 2015. 

  xviii, 75 p. : tables ; 30 cm. 

   Thesis (MLISC) – Tribhuvan University, Central Department of 

Library and Information Science, 2015. 

   1. Library Software  2.  Library Automation   

                  1. Title 

 

 

 

 

xv 



CATALAGUE (Contd.) 

Subject Added Card 

  

D 

005.368            LIBRARY SOFTWARE 

J 559 s 

       Jha, Meena  Kumari 

                     Study of Kathmandu University Central Library with special reference 

To SOUL and manual operating system / Meena Kumari Jha – 

Kathmandu: Central Department of Library and Information Science, TU, 

2015. 

  xviii, 75 p. : tables ; 30 cm. 

   Thesis (MLISC) – Tribhuvan University, Central Department of 

Library and Information Science, 2015. 

 

    

 

 

Subject Added Card 

 

    

D 

005.368            LIBRARY AUTOMATION   

J 559 s 

       Jha, Meena  Kumari 

                     Study of Kathmandu University Central Library with special 

reference To SOUL and manual operating system / Meena Kumari Jha 

. – Kathmandu: Central Department of Library and Information 

Science, TU, 2015. 

  xviii, 75 p. : tables ; 30 cm. 

   Thesis (MLISC) – Tribhuvan University, Central Department of 

library and Information Science, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

xvi 



CATALAGUE (Contd.) 

 

Title Added Card 

D 

005.368            STUDY OF KATHMANDU UNIVERSITY CENTRAL  …  

J 559 s 

       Jha, Meena  Kumari 

                     Study of Kathmandu University Central Library with special 

reference To SOUL and manual operating system / Meena Kumari Jha 

– Kathmandu: Central Department of Library and Information Science, 

TU, 2015. 

  xviii, 75 p. : tables ; 30 cm. 

   Thesis (MLISC) – Tribhuvan University, Central Department of 

Library and Information Science, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

xvii 



Cataloguing Through SOUL (MARC): Record Details (Basic)  

Record ID  : ***** 

Title                  : Study of Kathmandu University Central Library with   

Special Reference to SOUL and Manual Operating System 

                         : by Meena Kumari Jha 

Author      : Jha, Meena Kumari 

  : Kathmandu University High school, Kavre 

Publisher  : Kirtipur, Kathmandu 

  : Tribhuvan University 

  : 2015 

Education  : MLISC  

Physical Description : 75 p; 

  : xviii; 

  : NULL. 

ISBN/ ISSN 

Class Number  : 005.368 

Subject/ Keyword : Thesis - MLISC 

URL 

Note  :  

 

Accessory 

Number 

Status Class 

Number 

Collection 

Type 

Book 

Number 

Price Location 

T ***** Available   JHA-M  TUCL 

  

xviii 


