
iii

GENDER ROLE IN COMMON RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
A Case Study of Chisakhola Community Forest, Sarangkot VDC, Kaski, Nepal

A Thesis
Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences,

Department of Sociology/Anthropology, Prithvi Narayan Campus,
Pokhara In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the

Master Degree in Sociology

By
Narayan Prasad Sharma

Roll No.214/066
TU Regd. No. 4991-88

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Department of Sociology/Anthropology

Prithvi Narayan Campus
Pokhara, Nepal

2014



iv

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

It is certified that Mr. Narayan Prasad Sharma has completed the

dissertation entitled “GENDER ROLE IN COMMON RESOURCE

MANAGEMENT: A Case Study of Chisakhola Community Forest,

Sarangkot VDC, Kaski, Nepal” under my guidance and supervision. I

therefore recommended this dissertation for final approval and acceptance.

__________________________

Sarad Kumar Paudel

Department of Sociology/Anthropology

Prithvi Narayan Campus

Pokhara, Nepal



v

LETTER OF ACCEPTANCE

This dissertation entitled “GENDER ROLE IN COMMON RESOURCE

MANAGEMENT: A Case Study of Chisakhola Community Forest,

Sarangkot VDC, Kaski, Nepal” submitted to the Department of

Sociology/Anthropology, Tribhuvan University, Prithvi Narayan Campus,

Bagar, Pokhara by Narayan Prasad Sharma has been accepted as the partial

fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in Sociology

by the undersigned members of the dissertation committee.

Dissertation Evaluation Committee:

Sarad Kumar Paudel ________________
Teaching Assistant
Department of Sociology/Anthropology
P.N. Campus, Pokhara
Dissertation Supervisor

Lekh Nath Bhattarai ________________
Dr. Associate Professor
Department of Economics
P.N. Campus, Pokhara
External Examiner

Shanti Bhusal _______________
Department of Sociology/Anthropology
P.N. Campus, Pokhara
Head of the Department

Date: 30 March, 2014



vi

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This study “GENDER ROLE IN COMMON RESOURCE MANAGEMENT:

A Case Study of Chisakhola Community Forest, Sarangkot VDC, Kaski,

Nepal” is carried out for the partial fulfillment of Master Degree in Sociology

from the Department of Sociology/Anthropology, Prithivi Narayan Campus,

Tribhhuvan University.

First of all, I would like to express my gratitude to Mr. Sarad Kumar Paudel,

for his scholarly guidance and supervision to prepare this thesis work. I am

grateful to the Head of the Department of Sociology/Anthropology for

providing me an opportunity to work on this study. I am also deeply indebted

to all my respected teachers for their valuable information and suggestions.

I owe to my family members and friends who inspired and encouraged me in

the preparation of the study; among them I can't forget my friends and who

supported intensively to complete my work.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the people of Sarangkot VDC for

their kind co-operation to provide the valuable information required for the

study and their help in data collection. My special thanks and gratitude goes to

the members of Chisakhola Community Forest User Group for providing lot of

information about the history of the CF.

Finally, I owe my gratefulness to everyone, who have directly or indirectly

assisted me in the making this endeavor a success.

Narayan Prasad Sharma

Date: March 25, 2014



vii

ABSTRACT

Community forestry was introduced in Nepal in 1978. The community forestry

approach has been highly successful in the protection of forest in the Hills of Nepal.

Women and men are playing an important role in sustainable development of

community forests. However, the role of female is neither properly identified nor

explored. So, the study focuses to the Gender participation in community forest

management of Chisakhola community forest user's group. The general objectives of

the study is to find the  participation of male and female in community forest user

group's activities whereas the specific objectives of the study are: analyze the socio-

economic condition of male and female members of community forestry as well as to

find out their attitude towards community forestry. Chisakhola community forest was

selected for the study. This study was based on primary and secondary data and the

nature of data is qualitative. There are 108 households all of them were chosen for

study. Both male and female respondents were selected for interview, Key informants

and focus group discussion. During the study, primary and secondary data were

collected by using both quantitative (applied Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA)

tools) and qualitative methods (used questionnaires). For the study, total 108

households (100%) were interviewed. The data of the study has been analyzed using

both quantitative and descriptive methods.

During the field survey some obstacles were observed and understood for women to

participate community forestry activities. Traditional male dominated culture,

household works load, lack of empowerment, poor economic condition, lack of

knowledge and lack of awareness were pointed as the key obstacles..  Majority of

respondents (86.4%) reported that both male and female were getting benefit from

community forest. Participation of women in attending meeting was like audience is

high (43.17%). Taking part actively in general meeting, sharing in decision making

and discussion was very low.  In this community forest Brahmins and Chettris are the

dominating forest user groups whereas dalits are in minority. Participation of

Brahmin and Chettri is high in comparison to others. Women participation was

satisfactory but less with the comparison of male. The users are satisfied with the

work carried out by forest user committee and community forest program.
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