
i

WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN DECISION-MAKING
PRACTICES IN COMMUNITY FORESTRY

(A CASE STUDY OF SHREE BHAGAWATI WOMEN COMMUNITY FORESTRY,
PIPALADI VDC OF KANCHANPUR, DISTRICT)

A Thesis

Submitted to the Central Department of Economics

Tribhuvan University Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements

For The Degree of

Master of Arts

In

ECONOMICS

Submitted By

KESHAV DATT AWASTHI

ROLL No:  395 /2065

Registration No. 6-1-329-256-2000

CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS

TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

KIRTIPUR, KATHMANDU, NEPAL

AUGUST, 2014



ii

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

It is great pleasure that I recommend the thesis entitled WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN

DECISION MAKING PRACTICES IN COMMUNITY FORESTRY (A Case Study of Pipaladi VDC ofKanchanpur, District) is completed by Mr. Keshav Datt Awasthi under my supervision inpartial fulfilment of the requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in Economics. Itherefore, recommend this thesis for the final approval and acceptance.

…….………………………….

Prof. Dr. Madhavi Singh Shah

Thesis Supervisor

Central Department of Economics

Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur

Kathmandu, Nepal

Date: Aug-12, 2014



iii

APPROVAL LETTER

The thesis entitled WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN DECISION MAKING PRACTICES IN

COMMUNITY FORESTRY (A Case Study of Pipaladi VDC of Kanchanpur, District) has beenprepared by Mr. Keshav Datt Awasthi to the Department of Economics Faculty of Humanitiesand Social Sciences, Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur; in partial fulfillment of the requirementsfor the Degree of Master of Arts in economics has been found satisfactory in scope and quality.Therefore, we accept this thesis as a part of the degree.
Thesis Committee:

……………………………....

Dr. Ram Prasad Gyanwaly

(Head of the Department)

………………………………

Prof. Dr. Sohan Kumar Karna

External Examiner

………………………………

Prof. Dr. Madhavi Singh Shah

Thesis Supervisor

Date: Aug-24, 2014

(2071/05/08)



iv

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Firstly, I would like to thank my supervisor Prof. Dr. Madhavi Singh Shah of Central

Department of Economics, Tribhuvan University, Kirtipur for her valuable guidance,

critical comments, helpful criticism, praise and lastly for a lot of your time without any

pre-appointment. I am equally grateful to the head of the department of Economics Dr.

Ram Prasad Gyanwaly for his precious suggestions. Similarly, I am very grateful to my

external examiner Prof. Dr. Sohan Kumar Karna for his valuable evaluation. I would like

to thank to the staffs of Central Department of Economics and Central Library.

I would like to thank to the community members of the community forestry user group of

the Pipaladi VDC, Kanchanpur for their patience, cooperation, sincere hospitality, and

willingness to share openly their lives and experiences with community forestry on this

emerging issue. There are many people who have helped me in countless different ways

throughout this thesis; many of you may not realize just how much influence you have had.

Similarly, I would like to thank the member of University Central Library for supporting

relevant materials.

I would like to thank all the people that provided me with their valuable insight, either

knowingly or unknowingly, and provided contributions to this study in a variety of

different ways, including Bhagarathi Shah (for technical support)

Special thanks are extended to the fellow graduate students especially: Kapil Pant, Sitaram

Joshi, Ram Singh Bist, Dipendra Ayer, Lokesh Bohara, Jagdish Bhatt, Sudarshan Kunwar

who have become my friends over the past years, providing brain-storming,

encouragement, and support. Every moment I spent with you guys will never be forgotten.

I take privilege to express my deep honour to my family: father Mr. Pramanand Awasthi

and mother Mrs. Motidevi Awasthi and brothers and sisters for their great affection,

constant inspiration and moral and financial support when I have needed it most. I have not

seen them in past few years but heard from them regularly, all your support has been

fantastic.

Finally, the words can hardly acknowledge the support from my life partner Bhawana Pant

and cute baby Manushi for their patients love and continuous support, encouragement.

Keshav Datt Awasthi



v

TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER TITLE PAGE NO.

Letter of Recommendation i

Approval Sheet ii

Acknowledgements iii

Table of Contents iv

List of Tables vii

List of Figures viii

Abbreviations and Acronyms ix

CHAPTER- I 1-10

INTRODUCTION 1

1.1 Background of the Study 1

1.2 Statement of the Problem 4

1.3 Objectives of the Study 7

1.4 Significance of the Study 8

1.5 Organization of the Study 9

1.6 Limitations of the Study 10

CHAPTER-II 11-19

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Theoretical Review 11

2.2 Empirical Review 15

CHAPTER-III 20-24

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction 20

3.2 Selection of the Study Area 20

3.3 Populations and Sampling Procedure 20

3.4 Nature and Sources of Data 21

3.5 Methods of Data Collection 21

3.6 Data Analysis and Presentation 24

3.7 Calculation of Income 24



vi

CHAPTER- IV 25-46

SETTING OF THE STUDY

4.1 Background 25

4.2 Social and Economic Structure of Forest User Group 28

4.3 Effect on Education by the Community Forest of The Study Area 39

4.4 Effect in Health Situation 43

4.5 Effect on Road by the Community Forestry of The Study Area 45

CHAPTER - V 47-57

ACTIVITIES RELATED TO PARTICIPATION AND DECISION MAKING OF

WOMEN

5.1 Women Participation in FUG Committee 47

5.2 Women and Committee Formation 47

5.3 Socio-Cultural Practices and Participation 50

5.4 Changing Scenarios of Women In Participation And The Decision

Making Process Relating With The Past Trend 50

5.5 Participation of Women in Decision Making Process 52

5.6 Participation in Community Forest Development Activities 56

5.7 Socio-Behavioural Changes 57

CHAPTER - VI 58-69

HINDERING AND FACILITATING FACTORS OF WOMEN'S

PARTICIPATION AND BENEFIT SHARING

6.1 Facilitating Factor 58

6.2 Hindering Factor 59

6.3 Benefit Sharing 61

6.4 Income Source of The Community Forestry of SBWCFUG 67

6.5 Major Area of Expenditure 68



vii

CHAPTER - VII 70-73

ACCESS OF WOMEN IN RESOURCE UTILIZATION AND

MOBILIZATION

7.1 Women's Access To Forest Resource Products 70

7.2 Impact in Resource Utilization and Mobilization 71

7.3 Economic Impact 71

7.4 Social Impact 71

7.5 People's Perception and Constraints about Women's Participation In

The CFUG 72

7.6 Women's Access in Fund Mobilization 72

CHAPTER - VIII 74-80

MAJOR FINDINGS, SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND

RECOMMENDATION

8.1 Major Findings 74

8.2 Summary 74

8.3 Conclusion 77

8.4 Recommendations 78

References

Appendix-I

Appendix-II



viii

LIST OF TABLES

Table No. Title Page No.

Table 4.1 : Land Use Pattern of Kanchanpur District 26

Table 4.2 : Population Composition of Sample Household By Age And Sex 29

Table 4.3 : Representation of Caste Of Sample HHs 31

Table 4.4 : Representation Of HHs Size 32

Table 4.5 : Educational Structure Of Sample Household Head 33

Table 4.7 : Occupational Structure Of Household Member 35

Table 4.11 : Condition of Food Sufficiency Of Sample Household 39

Table 4.12 : Support To Improve Education By The Community Forest 40

Table 4.13 : Nature Of Access On Education 40

Table 4.14 : Access on Education In Terms Of Ethnicity 41

Table 4.15 : Nature of Support To Other Children 42

Table 4.16 : Investment In Educational Institution 43

Table 4.17 : Nature of Use Medicine 44

Table 4.18 : Nature of Health Check-up 44

Table 4.19 : Support to Improve Road by the Community Forest 45

Table 4.20 : Nature of Road 46

Table 5.1 :  Trend of Participation of Community Forest Users In Meeting And

Assembly 48

Table 6.1 :  Impact on Household Time Saved 64

Table 6.2 :  Sources of Firewood 65

Table 6.3 :  Source of Green Grass and Fodder 66

Table 6.4 :  Income Source of SBWCFUG 68

Table 6.5 :  Expenditure Pattern of SBWCFUG 69



ix

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure No. Title Page No.

Fig 4.1 : Land pattern of Kanchanpur District 26

Fig 4.2 : Sample population Composition 29

Fig 4.3 : Representation of caste of sample household 31

Fig 4.4 : Family structure of sample household 32

Fig 4.5 : Education structure of sample household 33

Fig 4.6 : Education structure of family member 34

Fig 4.7 : Average monthly income of sample average household 36

Fig 4.8 : Livestock composition of selected household by ethnic 37

Fig 4,9 : Land pattern of Sample household by land size 37

Fig 4.10 : Crop production pattern of selected household 38

Fig 4.16 : Investment in education institution 43

Fig 5.1 : Participation status in the general assembly by sex 49



x

ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

Ag Agriculture

CEDECON Central Department of Economics

CF Community Forestry

CFOP Community Forest Operational Plan

CFUC Community Forestry User Committee

CFUG Community Forestry User Group

DDC District Development Committee

DFO District Forest Office

FAO Food And Agriculture

FP Forest Product

FUG Forestry User Group

GAD Gender And Development

Ha Hectare

HDI Human Development Index

HH House Holds

INGOs International Non-Governmental Organizations

MOF Ministry Of Forestry

NGOs Non-Governmental Organizations

PF Private Forest

RP Range Post

SBWCFUG Shree Bhagawati Women Community Forestry User

Group

USAID United State Agency for International Development

VDC Village Development Committee

WID Women In Development


