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Abstract

The cultura encounter between the diametrically opposite east and west in the
context of human relationships and cultural values constantly engage the readers of
Karma Cola. The dichotomy lies in the modes of thought and the ways of life adopted
by the people belonging to these cultures. In this connection, Mehta’s novel attempts
to explore the impacts of spiritual and material values on human existence. While
foregrounding the traditional spiritual heritage of Indian society M ehta sustains the
orientalized image of the east. However, by making fun of the wave of foreigners
swarming into Indiain the sixties in search of spiritual bliss, she underscores the very
orientalist stereotypes. In doing so, her obvious focusis on the exploration of different

aspects of Indian life and culture, it’s past and present.



Contents
Letter of Recommendation i
Letter of Approval I

Acknowledgement ii

Abstract v
Contents %
I. Cross-cultural Dialoguein Karma cola 1-10
II. Cross-cultural Encounter 11-30
Cultural Encounter 14
Acculturation 15
Dichotomy between Eastern and Western culture 20
[11. Valorizing Eastern Culturein Karma Cola 31-56
Hindu notion of Karma 39
Diaogue between Eastern and Western cultural Values 45
Acculturation 54
IV.Conclusion 57-58
Works Cited 59-61

Vi



