
Tribhuvan University

Pre-colonial Text as Colonial Discourse: A Postcolonial Reading

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University,

for the Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements of the Degree of Master in

Philosophy in English

By

Toya Nath Upadhyay

Roll No:- 15/2011

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

T.U Regd. No: 41685-88

December 2014



ii

Tribhuvan University

Central Department of English

University Campus, Kirtipur, Kathmandu

Letter of Recommendation

Toya Nath Upadhyay has completed his thesis entitled “Pre-colonial Text as

Colonial Discourse: A Postcolonial Reading” under my supervision. I hereby recommend

his thesis to be submitted for the Viva voce.

...................................

Dr. Anirudra Thapa

(Supervisor)

Date:- ..........................



iii

Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Central Department of English

Letter of Approval

This thesis entitled “Pre-colonial Text as Colonial Discourse: A Postcolonial

Reading” submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, by Toya

Nath Upadhyay has been approved by the undersigned members of Research Committee:

Members of Research Committee:

.......................... ............................

Internal Examiner

................................ ................................

External Examiner

................................ .............................

Head

Central Department of English

Date:-



iv

Acknowledgements

First of all, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my honorable

supervisor Dr. Anirudra Thapa, Associate Professor, the Coordinator of the M. Phil.

Programme, Central Department of English, T. U. Kirtipur, for always encouraging me

with his expert guidance, genuine suggestions and necessary supervision to materialize

this research project in the present form.

I would also like to express my heartfelt thanks to Prof. Dr. Amma Raj Joshi, the

Head of the Central Department of English, T. U. Kirtipur, and all the members of the

research committee for approving my topic on the subject and their subsequent

suggestions during the thesis writing period. I am equally thankful to all my MPhil Gurus

for their valuable inspirations in my academic career.

It will be unfair if I forget my Mphil colleagues, Jiblal Sapkota, Narendra

Sibakoti, Pawan Baral and everyone for their ever present encouragement in my research.

Similarly, I should not forget Man Bahadur Khatri, Chandra KC, Rudra Poudel, Dr. Tika

Gautam, Dr. Hari Adhikari, Shanker Subedi, Hem Pandey, Chiranjibi Kafle, Yadhav

Adhikari, Raju Baral, Pradip Giri and all the other senior and contemporary colleagues,

friends and relatives for offering me help directly or indirectly.

Lastly, I cannot remain without remembering my life partner and two little kids

for maintaining reading environment at home.

Thanks.

Toya Nath Upadhyay

December, 2014



v

Abstract

This study attempts to contextualize the pre-colonial text, The Journal of

Christopher Columbus, within the paradigm of colonial discourse. For that purpose, it

uses the concepts of postcolonial thinkers such as Edward Said, Gayatri Chakravorty

Spivak, Homi K Bhaba etc, and analyzes how the text creates a discourse of otherness

and misrepresents the Native American people by various stereotypes like savages,

cannibals, good people to be servants, timid, deficient of intelligence etc.

The study finds The Journal implicated with four motives of Europe—glory, god,

gold and govern—of the time which lead to the formation of the binary oppositions

between the Europeans and the Native Americans. In this sense, it claims this text to be

an originary colonial discourse that subsequently leads to the Spanish imperialism in the

Americas. Hence, it also urges for the incorporation of pre-colonial texts like this in the

corpus of postcolonial studies. For this purpose, it also borrows insights from the critics

such as Robert Stam, Ella Shohat, Enrique Dussel, Asselin Charles, Peter Hulme etc who

have criticized the postcolonial theory for its negligence to the texts written around 1492.

The thesis has been divided into five chapters. The first introduces The Journal as

a colonial discourse, the postcolonial theory and the crux of the study. The second

situates colonial discourse in the postcolonial theory. The third presents the historical

contexts and motives of the exploration. The fourth reads The Journal through the

postcolonial perspective and analyses how it is a colonial discourse. The last concludes

that The Journal misrepresents the Native Americans and hence initiates the Spanish

imperialism in the Americas. It also argues for the extension of the postcolonial theory to

the pre-colonial contact period to include the texts of the period into its corpus of study.
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