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Glossary

Aadibasi Aboriginal

Bhasa Language

Bir Itihas Brave History

Birata Bravery of Patriotism

Chakari sycophany

Desh Country

Dharma Religion

Dibyopadesh Holy Gospels, precept

Gorkhali Basically an adjective attributed to the people living in the area Gorkha, but

it became as national adjective signifying one of the main traits of Nepali-

ness.

Himal Himalayan Area

Itihas History

Jaat Caste

Kal Era

Khukuri Special kind of crooked knife

Moti Pearl

Mukhiya The political and administrative head of local governance during the period

Panchyat System

Mukhtiyar Premiership (Prime Minister)

Pahad Hill Area

Purush Man (purushtwa: Manliness, manhood, masculinity)

Rastriya National



Swabhimaan Self-esteem

Swachchha Clean, Pure

Terai The Plains

Varna Ethnicity
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Abstract

This research tries to seek answers on the question: what the nation imagines about children

? It is an attempt to make an interpretation of the schools texts of find out what kind of citizenry is

imagined by the existing education system. By exploring values and discourses pitched in the

prescribed lessons of school level texts, I argue that the school level textbooks, which are the

materialization of what is designed in the curriculum, practice a particular form of knowledge that

prompts children toward "obedient but critical citizen to be." The little space for the critical

pedagogical practice on the part of learners gives rise to the larger space for the domination of

official knowledge. The study is motivated by how the school becomes an opportune place for such a

project of nation and what nation imagines of the children through school educations.

Though value neutrality and serene primary goal of teaching of four skills of knowledge in

order to educate the students, the values related nation, democratic culture, history, national

objectives of the nation, and values of civic life and citizenships and salient features of the Nepalese

society and facilitation become dominant in content; the designers of the curriculum have agendas

which are something more than materials to enhance the learning skills of the students. The present

study explores the treatment of those values embedded in schoolbooks and reveals implication.

Despite the seriousness of social divisions and tensions, the texts present the issues in a conciliatory

tone; the tensions and gaps are downsized in a milder way. The school level textbooks become an

opportune forum to exercise certain kind of form of historical knowledge to produce the desired

citizen. However, pupils should be encouraged to play an active role in the life of both the school

and their community.



Table of Contents

Page

Letter of Recommendation I

Letter of Approval II

Glossary III

Abbreviations IV

List of Figures V

Acknowledgements VI

Abstract VIII

Chapter I: A Reading of National Imagination of Citizenry through School text 1-23

1.1 From Discourse to Function: Shaping the Knowledge for Students 5-23

Chapter II: A Critique on Discourse of Nationalism through School Texts 24-58

2.1 Nation Narrated: Textualization of Nation 27-42

2.2 Falsity of Sameness and National Unity 43-58

Chapter III: Historicizing the Nation and Nationalizing the History 59-79

3.1 Historical Justification: The Slogan of Bravery

and Denial of Ambivalence 62-74

3.2 Returning and Reimaging the Past 75-79

Chapter III: The Projection of Civic and Moral Duties 80-113

4.1 The Psyche and the Power of Myth 84-91

4.2 Nunko Sojho (True to Salt): Inculcation of Culture of Propriety 92-101

4.3 Political Socialization: Democratic Education or Educating Democracy? 102-108

4.4 Textbooks or Law Books? 109-113

Chapter Five: A Call for Better Imagination of Future Citizenry 114-119

Works Cited 122-134



List of Figures

Figure 1 Illustration that emphasizes the theme of peace lover Error! Bookmark

not defined.

Figure 2 An Illustration  Showing Horizontal Comradeship among the People Error! Bookmark

not defined.

Figure 3:  An Illustration on Instilling Worshiping Aptitude in Learners Error! Bookmark

not defined.

Figure 4 Illustration Emphasizing Demographic Unity: Caste, Language, Culture Error! Bookmark

not defined.

Figure 5 Nation Flag, a Symbol to keep Everyone under the Umbrella of Unity Error! Bookmark

not defined.

Figure 6: Picture Portraying the Sense of Solidarity, Unity and Harmony Error! Bookmark

not defined.

Figure 7: Illustration of Bhimsen Thapa Error! Bookmark

not defined.

Figure 8: Illustrations Explaining the Bravery: Balbhadra Kunwar, General Gilespi and Stone-carved

Writing (Shilalekh), a tribute to Balabhadr Error! Bookmark

not defined.

Figure 9: Illustration: Yudhishthira and Brothers, Bowing to Obedience Error! Bookmark

not defined.



Figure 10: Illustration Showing the Bond between the Teachers and the Students Error! Bookmark

not defined.

Figure 11: Mythic Illustration Showing Bond between Preceptor and Disciple Error! Bookmark

not defined.

Figure 12: An Illustration of a Story that shows the Propriety of "Nunko Sojho" Error! Bookmark

not defined.



Abbreviations

AD Anno Domini

BS Bikram Sambat

CBS Central Bureau  Statistics

CDA Critical Discourse Analysis

CNAS Centre for Nepal and Asian Studies

CPN-M Communist Party of Nepal- Moist

CW Cold War

FPSC Framework of Primary School Curriculum

HMG His Majesty's Government (Nepal)

IC Interim Constitution

ME Moral Education

NEPC National Education Planning Commission

NN Nepali Nationalism

PEC Primary Education Curriculum

RI Rastriya Itihas (National History)

UML United Moist Leninist


