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ABSTRACT

This study entitled "Parental Property and Women Empowerment". The parental

property entitled as important factor to women’s empowerment and which was

considered as an important aspect because it not only provides social security but also

empowers the owner and the family in the larger extend. Very little attention has been

given to women’s control and equal rights in parental property in Gitanagar.

This study has been an important step to the women in Gitanagar that land ownership

was one of the main tools that can improve women’s status, together with other

policies, programs and activities. But, there were many questions that can be relevant

to ask in relation to this presumption and the general dynamics of land ownership and

women’s empowerment.

The objectives of the study were to access the socio-economic context of Brahmin

women, examine parental property and women's empowerment and examine role of

parental property on women's empowerment.

Based on primary source of data used by questionnaires 200 sample sizes were taken

from different demographic, socio-economic and political characteristics. In the study

area all respondents were female and women empowerment showed that women’s

influence in parental property empowers them economically, socially and politically

and insists that women with stronger control over land were less likely to become

economically vulnerable. By granting the poor women legal title to land, the owners

not only have more security, but also can join the formal economy and access to credit

using their land as collateral and generate capital and begin to prosper which finally

lead to women’s empowerment.

The major findings of this study was women who have parental property were more

empowered and those who have less parental property are deprived from higher

quality education, better job opportunities, deprived of having decision on marriage,

bank accounts, less personal property and dependent on the husbands.



vii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.

DECLARATION ii

RCOMMENDATION iii

VIVA-VOCE SHEET iv

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS v

ABSTRACT vi

TABLE OF CONTENTS vii

LIST OF TABLES x

ACRONYMS xii

CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION 1-7

1.1 Background of the Study 1

1.1.1 Property 1

1.1.2 Women Empowerment 2

1.2 Statement of the Problem 3

1.3 Objectives of the Study 5

1.4 Significance of the study 5

1.5 Limitation of the Study 5

CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 7-12

CHAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY 13-15

3.1 Research Design 13

3.2 Data Collection Procedures and Tools 13

3.3 Sources of Data 13

3.4 Sample Size 14

3.5 Questionnaire Design 14

3.6 Research Method 15

3.7 Data Processing and Analysis 15



viii

3.8 Organization of the Study 15

CHAPTER FOUR

HOUSEHOLD CHARACTERISTICS OF THE STUDY

POPULATION 16-23

4.1 Age-Sex Composition of the Household Population 16

4.2 Educational Status of Household 17

4.3 Types of Family of the Household 17

4.4 Types of Houses 18

4.5 Own Land 18

4.6 Main Occupation 18

4.7 Decision for Marriage 19

4.8 Types of Marriage 19

4.9 Education Level of Respondents 19

4.10 Educational Level of Husband 20

4.11 Occupation of Husband 20

4.12 Have a Child 21

4.13 Having Bank Account 21

4.14 Father’s Education 22

4.15 Mother’s Education 22

4.16 Father’s Main Occupation 23

CHAPTER FIVE

WOMEN DECISION MAKING PROCESS 24-33

5.1 Mobility 24

5.1.1 Mobility Freedom 24

5.2 Decision Regarding Health and Family Formation 25

5.2.1 Decision on Health Related Issues 25

5.2.2 Knowledge on Family Planning 25

5.2.3 Decision on Family Planning 26

5.3 Decision Regarding Property 26

5.3.1 Decision to Buy Daily Utility 26

5.3.2 Decision to Buy and Sell Household Property 27



ix

5.3.3 Dowry or Pewa 27

5.3.4 Property Ownership 28

5.3.5 Owned Property Distribution 28

5.3.6 Sources of Income of Parents Home 29

5.3.7 Controls the Family Income 29

5.4 Parental Property and Women’s Decision Making Power 30

5.4.1 Education Level of Father and Own Land Distribution 30

5.4.2 Fathers Occupation and Mobility Freedom 30

5.4.3 Fathers Education and Decision for Marriage 31

5.4.4 Fathers Education and Main Occupation 31

5.4.5 Education Level of Respondent and Dowry or Pewa 32

5.4.6 Main Occupation and Own Land 32

5.4.7 Education Level of Father and Freedom to Stay out Home 32

5.4.8 Education Level of Respondent and Own Land 33

CHAPTER SIX

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 34-37

6.1 Summary of the Findings 34

6.2 Conclusions 35

6.3 Recommendations 36

REFERENCES

APENDIX



x

LIST OF TABLES

Page No.

Table 4.1: Age and sex Distribution of Household Population 16

Table 4.2: Educational Status of Household 17

Table 4.3: Types of Family of Respondents 17

Table 4.4: Types of Houses of Respondents 18

Table 4.5: Distribution of Respondent by Own Land 18

Table 4.6: Main Occupation 19

Table 4.7: Decision for Marriage 19

Table 4.8: Types of Marriage 19

Table 4.9: Educational Level of Respondents 20

Table 4.10: Educational Level of Husband 20

Table 4.11: Occupation of Husband 21

Table 4.12: Have a Child 21

Table 4.13: Having Bank Account 22

Table 4.14: Father's Education 22

Table 4.15: Mother's Education 23

Table 4.16: Father's Main Occupation 23

Table 5.1: Distribution of Respondents by Decision on Mobility Freedom 24

Table 5.2: Distribution of the Respondents by Decision on Health Related Issues 25

Table 5.3: Distribution of the Respondents Knowledge on Family Planning 26

Table 5.4: Distribution Decision on Family Planning 26

Table 5.5: Decision on Buy Daily Utility 26

Table 5.6: Decision to Buy and Sell Household Property 27

Table 5.7: Dowry or Pewa 28

Table 5.8: Property Ownership 28

Table 5.9: Owned Property Distribution 28

Table 5.10: Sources of Income of Parents Home 29

Table 5.11: Controls the Family Income 29

Table 5.12: Father's Education and Own Land Distribution 30

Table 5.13: Fathers Occupation and Mobility Freedom 30

Table 5.14: Fathers Education and Decision for Marriage 31

Table 5.15: Fathers Education and Main Occupation 31



xi

Table 5.16: Education Level of Respondent and Dowry or Pewa 32

Table: 5.17 Main Occupation and Own Land 32

Table 5.18: Education Level of Father and Freedom to Stay out Home 32

Table: 5.19: Education Level of Respondent and Own Land 33



xii

ACRONYMS

CDPS : Central Department of Population Studies

CBS : Central Bureau of Statistics

CEDA : Central for Economic Development and Administration

FWLD : Forum for Women, Law and Development

HH : Households

ICPD : International Conference on Population and Development

INGO : Inter National Governmental Organization

ILLR : International labor Law Reports

MA : Masters in Arts

MDG : Millennium Development Goals

NGO : National Governmental Organizations

SLC : School Leaving Certificate

TU : Tribhuvan University

UN : United Nations

UNDP : United Nation for Development Program

VDC : Village Development Committee


