[9A87 Arewlld 1e siuapnis Buewe| Jo sonewsayley Bulurea ul Salnaiyig

GT0Z urebejneyd wesejeq -

DIFFICULTIES IN LEARNING MATHEMATICS OF TAMANG STUDENTS AT
PRIMARY LEVEL

A
THESIS
BY
BALARAM CHAULAGAIN

FOR THE PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF EDUCATION

SUBMITTED
TO
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS EDUCATION
CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY CAMPUS

TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
KIRTIPUR, KATHMANDU

2015



v feafaaem v

foeT o @ Fifue, FTewTSY, ATt
B A ¥3391339
farer e @ fawm
UNIVERSITY CAMPUS
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
FACULTY OF EDUCATION Tel. No.: 4331337

CENTRAL DEPT. OF EDUCATION

Thesis by
Balaram Chaulagain

Letter of Approval

“Difficulties in learning mathematics of Tamang students at Primary Level

has been approved in the partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Master
of Education.

Committee of Viva-Voce Signature

1. Prof. Dr. Hari Prasad Upadhyay
(External)

2. Mr. Laxmi Narayan Yadav .
(Chairman)
3. Mr. Lok Nath Bhattarai

(Supervisor)



v favafaemem fazafaamem T

foremr e d@w ﬁr{ FISATSY, AT
q.: ¥339338
foremr T dT fawWmT
UNIVERSITY CAMPUS
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal
FACULTY OF EDUCATION Tel. No.: 4331337

CENTRAL DEPT. OF EDUCATION

LETTER OF CETRIFICATE

This is to certify that Mr. Balaram Chaulagain student of academic year
2064/2065 with campus Roll.N0.259/2064, thesis registration number 1025, Exam Roll
No. 280723(2065) and T.U. Registration Number 4235-95 has completed this thesis
under my supervision for the period prescribed by rules and regulations of Tribhuvan
University, Nepal. The thesis entitled, “Difficulties in Learning Mathematics of
Tamang Students at Primary Level’’ has been prepared based on the result of his
investigation conducted during the period prescribed by the rules and regulation of
Tribhuvan University. Here by | forward and recommend that his thesis be submitted for
the evaluation as the partial requirement to award the Degree of Master of Education.

Mr. Lok Nath Bhattarai
(Supervisor)
Department of Mathematics Education
Central Department of Education

University Campus T.U., Kirtipur



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

| am greatly indebted to my supervisor Mr. Lok Nath Bhattarai, Department of
Mathematics Education, T.U., Kirtipur for his invaluable guidance, suggestion,
encouragement and supervision during the completion of this study. Without his guidance
this study would not be successful. Though, I haven't found any such words to express
my deep gratitude to him for his kind help.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my respected teachers Mr. Laxmi
Narayan Yadav, Head, Department of Mathematics Education. Prof. Dr. Hari Prasad
Upadhyay, Prof. Dr. Min Bahadur Shrestha, Dr. Baualal Sah, Mr. Abatar Subedi, Mr.
Krishna Prasad Adhikari, and Mrs. Sarala Luitel of the Department of Mathematics
Education for their valuable comments and suggestion.

| wish to express my grateful appreciation and indebtedness to the students of
Shree Jalpa Devi Higher Secondary School, Bhotechaur, 8, Jaisigaun, Sindhupalchok, all
the teaching staffs of the same school. My special thanks go to the Headteacher Govinda
Prasad Chaulagain and the mathematics teacher of the school for their meaningful help.
My special thanks go to the parents of the Tamang children who helped me by giving
valuable suggestion about Tamang culture and kind co-operation for collection of data.

| am very grateful to my mother Mrs. Chandra Prabha and My wife Mrs. Devaki
Chaulagain and my sons Mr. Pratik and Mr. Kritik for their essential sprit, inspiration,
encouragement and support in my study. | must extended my heartily thanks to my
friends Mr. K.B. Khadka, Mr. Binod Sapkota, Mr. Binod Khatiwada, and other friends
who helped directly and indirectly in completing the study.

Balaram Chaulagain



Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the causes of difficulties in
learning mathematics of Tamang students at Primary level and to identify the
impact of home enviroment in learning at school. For the purpose of the study
the researcher choose a school situated in Bhotechaur 8 Jaisiganu,
Sindhupalchock district. The researcher selected five Tamang children
studying in grade five by using purposive sampling as his respondent.

The researcher did in-depth observation of all the five children; spend
more than one month and 15 days time for the observation of the children
behavior, activities and their actual difficulties in mathematics classroom. The
researcher also interviews the students to get the necessary information. The
interview of their parents was also done to know the views about their
children’s study, their opinion about the difficulties of the Tamang children in
mathematics. The interview of the mathematics teacher and Headteacherwas
also done to investigate the causes of difficulties in mathematices of Tamang
students. The researcher uses the theory of John Ogbu*Chltural differnce and
discontinuity" to interpret the information and to get the conclusion.

From this study the researcher found that the cultural discontinuity,
language difference, lack of interpersonal relation, low economic condition,
unfavorable school environment for learning, lack of local teachers, lack of
enough practice in home etc. are the main causes of learning difficulties for
Tamang students in mathematics.

So, the researcher has come up with some suggestions and
recommendations which are: school teaching has to relate the everyday
learning method of Tamang children and mathcmatics teacher has to take into
account the cultural practice of the students, has to emphasize on practical

method in teaching.
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