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ABSTRACT

This research entitled A Comparative Study of Negation and Interrogation

between Yamphu and English Language is an attempt to identify the processes of

negation and interrogation in Hedangna Yamphu (This research is based on Hedangna

dialect of Yamphu language), to compare and contrast them with those of English and

suggest some pedagogical implication based on the findings. In order to accomplish

the objectives of the study, both primary and secondary sources of data have been

used. The sample population of the study consists of 40 Hedangna Yamphu native

speakers selected through purposive sampling procedure to elicit the required data.

Data for English language has been taken from secondary sources. A set of

questionnaire was used to elicit the data from literate informants and the same

questionnaire was used as an interview schedule for illiterate informants. The

collected data has been analyzed, interpreted and presented descriptively. It was found

that the number, person and gender do not affect in the use of negative marker while

transforming positive assertive and imperative sentences into negative ones in

Yamphu language. English negative marker 'not' is used after auxiliary verb whereas

Yamphu negative marker 'mæn', 'ne'/ 'ni, 'neʔniba'/'næʔne/neʔni' are used as prefix or

suffix with main verb. The negative imperative in English is formed by putting 'do

not' or 'don't' at the beginning of the sentence whereas the negative imperative in

Yamphu is formed by putting only 'æʔ' before the verb either in the middle of the

sentence or in the beginning of the sentence. The negative auxiliary in Yamphu is

'næʔne/ neʔni ' or 'neʔniba'. English yes/no questions begin with an auxiliary verb but

in Yamphu language yes/no question is formed by the rising intonation . The

intonation pattern is changed falling into rising in speech form in Yamphu yes/no



x

question. The wh-word in English occurs at the beginning of the sentence whereas the

equivalent of English wh-word in Yamphu language occurs after the subject.

This thesis consists of five chapters. Chapter one deals with general background,

glimpse of ELT in Nepal, languages of Nepal with its major four families, brief

introduction on Yamphu people, language with its dialects, concept of CA, concept of

transformation, negation and interrogation process, problem statement, objectives,

significance of study, delimitation of study and operational definition of key terms.

Chapter two deals with review of the related literature which consists of theoretical

and conceptual framework . Chapter three relates to methods and procedures of the

study which encompasses study designing, sources of data, data collection tools,

sample of population, sampling procedures, data collection procedures. Chapter four

relates with analysis and interpretation of the data. Chapter five presents summary,

findings, conclusion and implications with further research recommendation.
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