
i

READING COMPREHENSION ABILITY OF

EIGHTH GRADERS: A COMPARATIVE STUDY

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

In Partial Fulfillment for the Master of Education in English

Submitted by

Gita Khatiwada

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University

Janta Multiple Campus

Itahari, Sunsari, Nepal

2016

R
eading C

om
prehension A

bility
ofE

ighth G
raders: A

 C
om

parative Study
G

ita K
hatiw

ada
2016

44



ii

READING COMPREHENSION ABILITY OF

EIGHTH GRADERS: A COMPARATIVE STUDY

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

In Partial Fulfillment for the Master of Education in English

Submitted by

Gita Khatiwada

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University

Janta Multiple Campus

Itahari, Sunsari, Nepal

2016



iii

READING COMPREHENSION ABILITY OF

EIGHTH GRADERS: A COMPARATIVE STUDY

A Thesis Submitted to the Department of English Education

In Partial Fulfillment for the Master of Education in English

Submitted by

Gita Khatiwada

Faculty of Education

Tribhuvan University

Janta Multiple Campus

Itahari, Sunsari, Nepal

2016

Date of Approval of Thesis

Proposal: 2072-09-15 (29th Jan 2016)

Date of Submission of Thesis

2072-12-30 (4th Dec 2016)

T.U. Reg. No.: 9-2-218-100-2005

Second Year Examination

Roll No. 2180039 (2067/2010)

Campus Roll No. 44 (2065/2008)



iv

RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCEPTANCE

This is to certify that Gita Khatiwadahas completed this thesis entitled

Reading Comprehension Ability of Eighth Graders: A Comparative

Studyunder my guidance and supervision.

I recommend the thesis for acceptance and evaluation.

Date: 8thApril2016

____________________

Kamal Raj Dahal (Guide)

Lecturer and Head

Department of English Education



v

RECOMMENDATION FOR EVALUATION

The thesis entitled Reading Comprehension Ability of Eighth Graders: A

Comparative Studyby Gita Khatiwadahas been recommended for evaluation by the

following Research Guidance Committee.

Mr. Kamal Raj Dahal(Guide)

_________________

Lecturer and Head Chairperson

Department of English Education

Mr. Tirtha Raj Acharya

_________________

Lecturer Member

Department of English Education

Mr. Chet Nath Niroula

_________________

Asst. Lecturer Member

Department of English Education

Date: 17thApril2016



vi

DEDICATION

Dedicated

To

My Parents and Gurus



vii

DECLARATION

I hereby declare that to the best of my knowledge this thesis is original, no part of it

was earlier submitted for the candidature of research degree to any university.

Date: 2072/12/25 ………………………

(7th April, 2016) Gita Khatiwada



viii

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First of all, I would like to express my deep sense of gratitude to my honorable thesis

supervisor Mr. Kamal Raj Dahal, Lecturer and Head Department of English

Education, Janta Multiple Campus for his incredible amount of assistance and

inspiring words. Therefore, 1 feel myself very lucky and proud to have worked under

his supervision.

I would also like to express my sincere gratitude to lecturer Mr. Tirtha Raj Acharya,

Lecturer of Department of English Education, Janta Multiple Campus, for his support

and guidance by providing me with an opportunity to conduct this research study. I

am also grateful to lecturer Mr. Chet Nath Niroula Asst.Lecturer of Department of

English Education, Janta Multiple Campus for providing me valuable suggestions and

supporting ideas. Similarly, my sincerity goes to Mr. Keshav Prasad Bhattarai,

teacher of Sainik Awasiya Maha Vidhyalaya, Dharan for his continuous guidance and

support.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all Gurus who taught me and made me

able to stand in this position I also like to thank my friends for their co-operation to

work this thesis.

I most humbly thankful to all the teachers and student of the different public schools

of Sunsari for providing the true data and information to make this thesis to came in

the place.

And, finally my parent and husband, Praladh who struggle for me without adequate

food and drink to see me stand as a successful man, I am grateful to them.



ix

ABSTRACT

This research work attempts to compare the reading comprehension ability of the

Eighth Graders of Sunsari district in a variety of seen and unseen texts. To carry out

this research work, the researcher prepared test items including six different seen and

unseen texts i.e. story, letter and biography. Then a test was administered to a number

of 60 students in order to find out data for the research. The sources of data were 60

students from different six public schools of Sunsari. (i.e. Eighth Graders only). Then

the test was administered to collect the data. After the administration of the test, the

answer sheets of the students were collected, analysed and the reading comprehension

ability was compared.

This research study consists of five chapters. Introduction, Review of Related

Literature and Conceptual Frame Work, Methodology, Results and Discussion and

Findings and Recommendations. The first chapter Introduction contains General

Background, Statement of the Problem, Rationale of the Study, Objectives, Research

Questions, Significance of the Study and Limitations. Similarly, the second chapter

Review of the Related Literature contains Review of the Related Literature,

Implication of the Reviewed Literature and Conceptual Frame Work. Chapter three

Methods and Procedueres of Study consists of Study Design, Sources of Data

Population of the Study, Sampling Procedural,Tools of Data Collection, Procedure of

Data Collection, Data Analysis and Interpretation. Forth Chapter is Results and

Discussion of the Data. In this the marks obtained by the students have been analyzed

to find out their reading comprehension ability. Some stastical tools such as average

and percentile have been used to analyse the marks obtained by students. Finally, the

reading comprehension ability of the students of Eighth Graders has been compared

on the basis of the marks obtained.
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Finally, the fifth Chapter consists of Findings and Recommendation of the study.

References and Appendices are presented at the end of this chapter.
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