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ABSTRACT

This study entitled “Reading Comprehension Ability of the Tamang

Students” firstly, aimed at finding out the level of reading comprehension

ability of Tamang students. Secondly, it had the objective to compare and

contrast the proficiency of students in terms of seen and unseen texts. I used

non-random purposive sampling procedure to select the forty Tamang students

studying in grade 9 in different 5 schools in Dolakha district. I used test as the

research tool including seen and unseen passages following with a number of

items of questions. The collected data have been presented in tables; and

analyzed and discussed quantitatively in mean, standard deviation and z-test.

The major findings showed that the Tamang students’ overall reading

comprehension was ‘average’. Similarly, they had slightly better performance

in seen passages in comparison to unseen ones. The level of reading

comprehension ability of Tamang boy and girl students was same in both seen

and unseen passages. The students scored the highest average mark in

‘True/False item of question’ in both seen and unseen passages whereas they

achieved the lowest average mark in ‘Writing a book review item’ in seen

passage and ‘Answering the questions’ in unseen passages.

The thesis consists of five chapters. The first chapter is an introductory chapter.

It includes background of the study, statement of the problem, objectives of the

study, research questions, significance of the study, delimitations of the study

and operational definition of the key terms. The second chapter deals with

review of theoretical literature, review of related empirical literature,

implications of the review for the study and conceptual framework of the study.

The third chapter deals with methodology which incorporates research design

and method, population, sample and sampling strategy, field/area of the study,

data collection tools and techniques, data collection procedures  and data

analysis and interpretation procedure. The fourth chapter deals with the



x

rigorous analysis of data and interpretation of results along with the summary

of the findings. The fifth chapter presents the conclusion and recommendations

of this research in different levels such as policy related, practice related and

further research related ones. References and appendices form the concluding

part of the thesis.



xi

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendation for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

Acknowledgements vi

Abstract vii

Table of Contents ix

List of Tables xiii

List of Figures xiv

Lists of Symbols and Abbreviations xv

CHAPTER ONE:  INTRODUCTION 1-4

1.1 Background of the Study 1

1.2 Statement of the Problem 2

1.3 Objectives of the Study 3

1.4 Research Questions 3

1.5 Significance of the Study 3

1.6 Delimitations of the Study 4

1.7 Operational Definition of the Key Terms 4



xii

CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 5-22

2.1 Review of Theoretical Literature 5

2.1.1 Place of English in Nepal 5

2.1.2 Concept of Reading Comprehension 7

2.1.3 Reading Skill as Receptive Skill 10

2.1.4 Learners – Problems in L2 Reading 11

2.1.4.1 Automaticity and Word Recognition 11

2.1.4.2 Cross Cultural and World Knowledge 11

2.1.5 Components of Reading 12

2.1.6 Types of Reading 15

2.1.7 Testing Reading Comprehension 16

2.2 Review of the Related Empirical Literature 18

2.3 Implications of the Review for the Study 20

2.4 Conceptual Framework 21

CHAPTER THREE: METHODS AND PROCEDURES OF THE

STUDY 23-26

3.1 Design and Method of the Study 23

3.2 Population, Sample and Sampling Strategy 25

3.3 Study Area / Field 25

3.4 Data Collection Tools and Techniques 25

3.5 Data Collection Procedures 25



xiii

3.6 Data Analysis and Interpretation Procedure 26

CHAPTER FOUR: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF

RESULTS 27-56

4.1 Analysis of Data and Interpretation of the Results 27

4.1.1 Overall Reading Comprehension Ability of the Students 28

4.1.2 Item-Wise Reading Comprehension Ability of the Students 30

4.1.3 Reading Comprehension Ability of Tamang Students 33

4.1.3.1 Tamang Students’ Reading Comprehension Ability in Seen

Passages 33

4.1.3.2 Tamang Students’ Reading Comprehension Ability in Unseen

Passages 36

4.1.4 Gender-wise Reading Comprehension Ability of Tamang Students 39

4.1.4.1 Reading Comprehension Ability of Boys in Seen Passages 39

4.1.4.2 Reading Comprehension Ability of Girls in Seen Passages 42

4.1.4.3 Reading Comprehension Ability of Boys in Unseen Passages 46

4.1.4.4 Reading Comprehension Ability of Girls in Unseen Passages 49

4.2 Summary of Findings 54

CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

57-59

5.1 Conclusions 57

5.2 Recommendations 58

5.2.1 Policy Related 58



xiv

5.2.2 Practice Related 58

5.2.3 Further Research Related 59

REFERENCES

APPENDICES



xv

LIST OF TABLES

Page No.

Table 1 : Overall Reading Comprehension Ability of the Students 28

Table 2 : Mean of the Students Overall Scores 28

Table 3 : Standard Deviation of the Obtained Scores 30

Table 4 : Students' Item-Wise Reading Comprehension Ability in Seen

Passages 31

Table 5 : Students' Item Wise Reading Comprehension Ability in Unseen

Passages 32

Table 6 : Reading Comprehension Ability of Students in Seen Passages 33

Table 7 : Analysis of Standard Deviation 34

Table 8 : Mean Scores Obtained by Students 35

Table 9 : Reading Comprehension Ability of Students in Unseen Passages 36

Table 10 : Analysis of Mean and Standard Deviation 37

Table 11 : Standard Deviation of Obtained Marks 38

Table 12 : Reading Comprehension Ability of Boys in seen Passages 39

Table 13 : Analysis of Mean and Standard Deviation 40

Table 14 : Mean of the Obtained Marks 41

Table 15 : Reading Comprehension Ability of Girls in Seen Passages 42

Table 16 : Analysis of Mean and Standard Deviation 43

Table 17 : Standard Deviation of the Obtained Marks 44

Table 18 : Reading Comprehension Ability of Boys in Unseen Passages 47



xvi

Table 19 : Analysis of Mean and Standard Deviation 48

Table 20 : Mean of the Obtained Marks 49

Table 21 : Reading Comprehension Ability of Girls in Unseen Passages 50

Table 22 : Analysis of Mean and Standard Deviation 51

Table 23 : Standard Deviation of the Obtained Marks 52

LIST OF FIGURES

Page No

Figure 1 : Conceptual Framework 22



xvii

LIST OF SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

% Percentage

/ Slash

CUP Cambridge University Press

Dr. Doctor

ELT English Language Teaching

etc. Et- cetera

i.e. id est (that is to say)

IELTS                                   International English Language Testing System

M.Ed Master of Education

MOE Ministry of Education

NESP National Education System Plan

NCED National Centre for Educational Development

NELTA Nepal English Language Teachers’ Association

No Number

RCA Reading Comprehension Ability

SLC School Leaving Certificate

T.U. Tribhuvan University

UN United Nations

VDC Village Development Committee


