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ABSTRACT

This research entitled “Use of Recorded English Songs to Improve Pronunciation” has been carried with the

aim of finding out students’ pronunciation improvement through recorded English songs at primary (five

graders) level. The research is mainly based on the primary sources of data. The sample size of the study

consisted of 28 students studying at grade five in Shree Karmaveer Secondary School, Hattimuda-3,

Morang.As it is an experimental research, the students had been divided into experimental and controlled

groups. The required data were collected by using test items. It was found out that the experimental group

that was taught by using recorded English songs achieved better marks than the control group that was

taught as usual. The data were analyzed using simple statistical tools as well as ‘t-test’ was carried out too.

This thesis has been divided into five chapters. Within the first chapter ‘Introduction’; background of the

study, statement of the problems, rationale of the study, objectives of the study, significance of the study and

delimitations of the study and operational definition of the key terms have been presented. Likewise, the

reviews of the related literature, theoretical and conceptual frameworks have been included in the second

chapter. The methods and procedures of the study incorporated with research design, study population,

sampling procedure and other related components have been presented in the third one. The fourth chapter

has dealt with results and discussion. On the basis of analysis and interpretation of the data some findings of

the study was drawn. Summary, conclusion and implications have been presented in fifth chapter. Final part

of the thesis includes references and appendices.
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ABBREVIATION

AD                  from Latin ‘Anno Domini’

ELT                  English Language Teaching

GA                   General American English

Ibid in the same book as the one that has been mentioned (from Latin

‘exempli ibidem)

IPA                   International Phonetic Association

LAD                 Language Acquisition Device

NESP National Education System Plan

RP Received Pronunciation



E-mail: jmcith@gmail.com

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendation for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

Acknowledgements vi

Abstract vii

List of Abbreviations viii

Table of Contents ix

List of Tables and Figures xiv

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION 1-7

1.1 Background of the Study 1

1.2 Statement of the Problem 3

1.3 Rationale of the Study 4

1.4 Objectives of the Study 4

1.5 Research Question 4

1.6 Significance of the Study 5



E-mail: jmcith@gmail.com

1.7 Delimitations of the Study 5

1.8 Operational Definitions of the Key Terms 7

CHAPTER TWO: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATUREAND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

8-24

2.1 Review of the Related Literature 8

2.2 Implication of Reviewed Literature 11

2.3 Theoretical Framework 12

2.3.1 Importance of the English Language 12

2.3.2 Pronunciation: An Introduction 13

2.3.2.1 Teaching Pronunciation 15

2.3.2.2 Main Features of Pronunciation 16

2.3.2.3 Three Approaches of Teaching Pronunciation 17

2.3.2.4 Some Techniques and Activities to Teach Pronunciation 18

2.3.3 Songs and Rhymes: An Introduction 21

2.3.3.1 Developing Pronunciation through Songs and Rhymes 21

2.4 Conceptual Framework 24

CHAPTER THREE: METHODS AND PROCEDURES OF THE STUDY24-55

3.1 Design of the Study 25



E-mail: jmcith@gmail.com

3.2 Population and Sample 27

3.3 Tools for Data Collection 27

3.4 Process of Data Collection 28

3.5Data Analysis and Interpretation Procedure 29

CHAPTER FOUR: RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 30-55

4.1 Results 30

4.2 Discussion 32

4.3 Analysis of the Study 33

4.3.1 Holistic Analysis 33

4.3.2 Analysis of the Pretest Achievement of Both Groups 34

4.3.3 Analysis of the Posttest Achievement of Both Groups 35

4.4 Testing Statistical Significance 36

4.4.1 T-test of Mean Score of Pretest and Posttest of Controlled Group 37

4.4.1.1 Computation of Coefficient of Correlation 41

4.4.1.2 Computation of T-Test of Pretest Mean and Post Test Mean ofthe Controlled Group

42

4.4.2 T-test of Mean of Pretest and Posttest ofthe Experimental Group 43

4.4.2.1 Computation of Coefficient of Correlation 48



E-mail: jmcith@gmail.com

4.4.2.2 T-Test of Pretest Mean and Posttest of Experimental Group 49

4.4.3 T-test of Post Test Achievement of Controlled Groupand Experimental Group

50

4.5 The Result of Students’ Responses on the basis of Correct Words, Error Words and

Unpronounced Words 52

4.5.1 Analysis of Pretest and Posttest Achievement of Both Groups 55

CHAPTER FIVE:  SUMMARY, CONCLUSION ANDIMPLICATIONS56-58

5.1 Summary 56

5.2 Conclusion 56

5.3 Pedagogical Implications 56

5.3.1 Policy Level 57

5.3.2 Practice Level 57

5.3.3 Further Research Level 58

REFERENCES

APPENDICES

Appendix-I:  Pretest/ Posttest Test Item

Appendix-II: Lesson Plans

Appendix-III: Results of the Students in Pretest and Posttest



E-mail: jmcith@gmail.com

Appendix-IV: Results of the Students in Pretest and Posttest on the Basis of Correct,

Errorand Unpronounced Words

Appendix-V:Songs

Appendix-VI:Sample Answer Sheets



E-mail: jmcith@gmail.com

LIST OF TABLES AND FIGURES

Tables Page

1: The Pretest and Posttest Result 33

2: The Pretest Achievement 34

3: The Posttest Achievement 35

4: Pre-test Achievement of Controlled Group 38

5: Posttest Achievement of Controlled Group 39

6: Pretest Score and Posttest Score of Controlled Group 41

7: Pretest Achievement of Experimental Group 44

8: Posttest Achievement of Experimental Group 46

9: Pretest Score and Posttest Score of Experimental Group 48

10: Mean and Variance of Controlled Group and Experimental Group in Posttest 50

Figures

1: Pie Chart Presentation of the Controlled Group 53

2: Pie Chart Presentation of the Experimental Group 54


