
i

Tribhuvan University

Critique of Repressive State Ideology in Kavery Nambisan’s The Story That Must

Not be Told

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English in the Partial Fulfillment of

the Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in English

By

Sirjana Poudel

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

April 2014



ii

Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

Central Department of English

Kirtipur

Letter of Recommendation

This thesis entitled “Critique of Repressive State Ideology in Kavery

Nambisan’s The Story That Must Not be Told” by Sirjana Poudel has been completed

under my supervision. She carried out her research from June 2013 to April 19, 2014.

I hereby recommend her thesis be submitted to the Research Committee for further

examination.

…………................................

Maheshwor Poudel

Central Department of English

Date:



iii

Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science

Central Department of English

Kirtipur

Letter of Approval

This thesis titled “Critique of Repressive State Ideology in Kavery Nambisan

The Story That Must Not be Told” submitted to the Central Department of English,

Tribhuvan University by Sirjana Poudel has been approved by the undersigned

members of the Research Committee.

Members of the Research Committee

.

___________________________
Internal Examiner

___________________________
External Examiner

___________________________
Head

Central Department of English
Date:

C

e

n

t

r

a

l

D



iv

Acknowledgments

First of all, my sincere gratitude goes to my supervisor Maheswor Poudel,

lecturer, Central Department of English, TU for his encouragement and scholarly

guidance.

I would also like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to Prof. Dr.

Amma Raj Joshi, Head, CDE, for his scholarly guidance. Besides, all the teachers of

the Central Department of English also deserve my sincere gratitude.

I also owe the highest level of thankfulness to my father and mother for their

endeavor and inspiration in every step of my life and all my friends who lend me

support during this rigorous time.

My sincere thanks go to my dear husband Mr. Basanta Regmi for his

inspiration and encouragement to complete the thesis. Similarly, I also would like to

remember friends and colleagues at Kalika Secondary School, Jyotinagar, Chitwan

for supporting me with time and encouragement.

April 2014 Sirjana Poudel



v

Abstract

This study makes an attempt to explore the world where people are

ideologically divided and so are the opportunities and facilities enjoyed by them. By

applying Althusser’s ideas on ideology and ideological state apparatus, this thesis

assesses the life of people living in Sitara, one of the largest slums in South India

which is often marred by scarcity and impoverishment. But, there is this Vaibhav

apartment for the well-to-do and affluent people that are full of all types of facilities.

The state is separated by a large wall. The difference of the slum and cozy apartment

is worth noticing. While the dwellers in the apartments have all the worldly facilities

and the state’s priority, the people living in slums hardly find life sustainable. State’s

ideology is such that people living in the slum are given state’s attention and

protection. Whereas people living in the impoverished areas are deprived of

minimum level of facilities and needs for sustaining life. Voices of people of the slum

are often crushed by the bulldozers, followed by a demolishment, as in the end of

Kavery Nambisan’s The Story That Must Not be Told. This research reaches the

conclusion that the pain of being unable to enjoy a minimum level of life is further

shattered by the power enjoyed by the state in the name of ideology.
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