
Tribhuvan University

Traumatic Experience in Virginia Woolf's The Waves

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Masters of Arts in English

By

Asha Khatri

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

March, 2014



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Center Department of English

Letter of Recommendation

Asha Khatri has completed her thesis entitled “Trauma Experience in Virginia

Woolf's The Waves” under my supervision. I, hereby, recommend her thesis be

submitted for viva voce.

Date………..… ….……………………

Maheshwor Poudel

Supervisor



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Central Department of English

Letter of Approval

This thesis entitled “Trauma Experience in Virginia Woolf's The Waves”,

submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, by Asha

Khatri has been approved by the undersigned members of the research committee.

Members of the Research Committee:

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Internal Examiner

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

External Examiner

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Head

Central Department of English

Date: –––––––––––––––––



Acknowledgements

I would first and foremost like to acknowledge with thanks to my respected

supervisor, Maheshwor Poudel. Without his constant supervision and intellectual

guidance, inspiration and suggestion, this research would never have appeared in this

present form. So, I express my sincere gratitude to him. I would also like to thank

Sarad Chandra Thakur who is the primary source of inspiration since the idea of

research on this topic was his suggestion.

I am grateful to Prof. Dr. Ammar Raj Joshi, the head of Central Department of

English, for the approval of this research work in its present shape.

Similarly, I’m very much thankful to my friendsNavraj Sharma, Bhakti Gurung, my

brothers Ashok Khatri and Rajesh Khatriwho has entirely supported me to complete

this research. I am equally indebted to my parents Nandram Khatri and Sita Khatri for

their moral and economic support.

Asha Khatri

March, 2014



Abstract

This research examines the six character's trauma and their failure in almost all

aspects of life deep-rooted in their present world. This research, reading Woolf's The

Waves, engages itself in analyzing how the six characters undergo trauma and

construct their identity in relation to each other. Specifically, it shows grief, pain and

suffering of characters which they lament on the death of Percival one of the

characters and sustain their life in memory of the past. The Waves symbolically

denotes the mental waves constructed in the present life. In addition, Woolf shows the

troublesome life of characters and their relevance to accept the reality of life.

Applying trauma theory, the research has explored how all characters are

victimization of trauma which they develop in their mind in relation to memory. In

short, this thesis examining both the mental suffering of characters and the

consequence of the extreme misery concludes that the characters suffer from the

memory of trauma.
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