
Tribhuvan University

Journey from Immaturity to Maturity in Nicholas Sparks's The Last Song

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the

Degree of Master of Arts in English

By

Ram Bahadur Thapa

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

February 2015



Tribhuvan University

Ram Bahadur Thapa has completed his thesis entitled "Journey from

Immaturity to Maturity in Nicholas Sparks's The Last Song" under my supervision.

He carried out his research from April 2014 to February 2015. I hereby recommend

his thesis be submitted for viva voce.

……………………

Maheswor Paudel

Supervisor

Date:



Tribhuvan University

Central Department of English

Letter of Approval

This thesis entitled "Journey from Immaturity to Maturity in Nicholas Sparks's

The Last Song " by Ram Bahadur Thapa has been submitted to the Central

Department of English, Tribhuvan University. It has been approved by the

undersigned members of the Research Committee.

Members of Research Committee:

______________________ _________________

Internal Examiner

______________________ _________________

External Examiner

______________________ _________________

Head

Central Department of English

Date:______________



Acknowledgements

I am deeply indebted to my respected teacher and supervisor, Maheswor

Paudel, for this constructive suggestion, comments and guidance. Without his

guidance this research would never come to its complete shape. I am equally grateful

to my parents and family without whose support even I could not complete my Master

Degree. Similarly, I am heartily thankful to Mr. Badri Acharya and Mr. Shankhar

Subedi, lecturers at the Central Department of English, for their encouragement and

support.

I heartily express my gratitude to the respected lectures of the Department who

equally provided me with invaluable advice and suggestions.

I also express my special thanks to my daughter Namuna Darlami Magar,

friends Gautam Gaire, Kamal Pun, Sudip Sharma, Sister Partima Thapa and her son

Bishal Thapa, brother-in-law Pahal Singh Thapa and my wife Pabikala Thapa for their

inspiration and technical support on carrying out thesis in this present form.

Finally, I would like to thank Mr. Bipin Subedi of Educational Photocopy

Center for his computer service for the completion of the thesis.

Ram Bahadur Thapa

February 2015



Abstract

This research is a critical analysis of Nicholas Sparks's The Last Song, where

the seventeen-year old Ronnie Miller, the protagonist, is trying to achieve maturation

from ignorance. Applying Fritz Martini’s concepts on Bildungsroman genre that

focuses on the coming of age and rites of passage of an adolescent or adult and is

recognized for how it educates its readers about personal growth and self

consciousness, this research explores the protagonist’s journey from immaturity to

maturity, both physically and psychologically. This is the story of the adolescent

Ronnie who feels alienated after her parents' divorce. Her mother decides that she and

her brother Jonah spend the summer with her father. She goes to North Carolina from

New York to spend summer. Ronnie lives in North Carolina with her father. At that

time, she runs off to the carnival down at the beach, where she watches a volleyball

game in the crowd. She encounters with different types of friends like Blaze, Marcus,

Scott and Will. She falls in love with Will, who is the good looking beach volleyball

player. She faces her father's death from cancer. Then she forgives herself with her

father. She eventually succeeds in asserting the self as sign of maturity.
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