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Abstract

The aim of this study is to explores handicraft making practices and its
changing process of the Tharu people in hariharpur village of Banke district, Nepal.
This study gives akind of insights how handicrafts making practices of the Tharu
people and their life styles have been changing day by day with the time and context.
Wherein earlier days, there were lots of handicrafts making practicesin Tharu
community, where they would make different kinds of baskets, fishing nets, mats, and
so on. They would use their handicrafts in different purposes for their household use,
either everyday activities or religious and ceremonial activities. Handicrafts making
practices is not amajor occupation, it is supplementary occupation of the Tharu
people and it is most importantly used in Tharu communities, either everyday
household activities or religious and ceremonial activities. But according to the time
and context, use and importance of the handicrafts and handicraft making practices
are decreasing day by day. Because, nowadays Tharus are more attracted in the
modern products which are easily accessible in the markets.

For this study, | adopted qualitative research method to explore the perspective
of Tharu people on handicraft making practices and its changing patternsin
Hariharpur village of Banke district, Nepal. | followed different tools to collect data
for my study to explore the multiple realities and their experiences on handicrafts
making practices and its change. During the fieldwork, in-depth interviews and
observation was used to collect data. The required information and experiences about
handicrafts making practices of the Tharu people were collected through the help of
check-list. Additionally, some relevant documents are also analyzed for the study.

This study has been conducted to explore handicrafts making practices of the

Tharu people and find out the responsible factors to change. Result shows that there



Vi

were lots of handicrafts making practices of the Tharu peoplein earlier days. Which
are disappearing or changing day by day with the time and context. Especially, there
are severa factors such as globalization, modernization, marketization, education,
migration/labour migration, communication and transportation and lack of proper
documentation and preservation, which are responsible for the change in handicraft
making practices of the Tharu people. Because adoption of new modified or modern
products and advance technologies, cultural assimilation, development, ethnic
awareness, global opportunities, urbanization, economy, contact and interaction with
other people etc. to change handicraft making practices as well as their value system

and its features.
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Chapter |

I ntroduction
Background of the Study
The Tharus are an indigenous group ofpeople inhabiting the Tarai of Nepal and they
are the son of land of Tarai (Chaudhary, 2073; Sarbahari, 2073). The entire Tharu
population in Nepal is 17,37,470 people, according to the National Population and
Housing Census 2011, it indicates that the Tharus are the second largest indigenous
group in Nepa (CBS, 2012). According to Panjiyar (2000) the term "Tharu" is made
up by two words Tha+Ru where, "Tha'- means Tarai and "Ru"- means permanent
settlers. It means Tharus are the indigenous people of Nepal living in Taral (Panjiyar,
2000 as cited in Chaudhary (Tharu), 2011). The Tharu people are an indigenous
people those who living in the Terai plains on the border of Nepal with India. Thisis
the Tarai region's largest and oldest ethnic group who living in the villages near dense
malaria-infested forest, in regions that were isolated over the millennia allowing them
to develop unique culture (Bista, 2004 as cited in Ghimire and Bastakoti, 2008).
Although the term 'Tharu' is commonly used to refer to a single Nepal ese population,
it actually refers to a number of subgroups based on cultural and linguistic variety
within the Tharu community.Furthermore, Tharu peoplewere also known as regional
basis such as Dangaura Tharu in the mid-western Taral, Rana Tharu in the far-western
Tarai, Kochila Tharu in the eastern Taral, Chitwaniya and Desaura Tharu in the
middle Taral (Kharel, 2019). Tharus were used to live in joint families, which is
practiced up to now. They used to live in these types of family because of agricultural
lifethey live. However, nuclear families are also found nowadays as with the
occupation is being changed. They have their own identities, languages, religious

customs, cultural systems, skills and lifestyles. Tharu people wererich in cultural



heritage and they have their own specia costumes, living unique ways of life,
religious belief, language, etc, which makes them distinct from other indigenous
communitiesin Nepal.

The Tharus of Hariharpur village of Banke district, they claimed that their
originis Dang. Those, who migrated from different places of Dang district in early
period and settled in this place called Hariharpur village of Banke district. In that the
Tharu community, they have their own indigenous knowledge, skill and practices for
their livelihood survive. Especially,handicraft making practices aso as an indigenous
knowledge of the Tharu people, where there islots of arts and crafts such as basketry,
pottery, nets, mats, ropes and wooden crafts which are made by Tharu
peoplethemselves for their household use and different purposes.”Indigenous
Knowledge is the knowledge which produced by distinctive to a particular culture
group or any loosely defined group of resource usersin a given area. The concepts of
Indigenous Knowledge are used synonymous to Traditional Knowledge. However,
these two words Indigenous Knowledge and Traditional Knowledge are some sort of
sense similarity and some sort of distinctively different. The word ‘indigenous’ refers
to the source of initiative or the point of origin. Which may integrate aspects and
procedures from outside the world and it provided the initiative for their integration is
local. While Traditional Knowledge may not be of local origins, since its acceptance
may have been forced from outside" (Maden, Kongren and Limbu, 2009).

The products made by hand with using smple toolsis caled handicraftsitis
also called artefact. Tharupeople were made handicrafts for different purposes such as
everyday household usage, ceremonial activities and some kinds of for
entrepreneurship. Handicrafts are unique expressions of a particular culture or

community through local craftsmanship and materials (USAID, 2006). Handicrafts



aretraditional in nature and which are made by hand, it is usually with the use of
simpletools. They are often artistic and traditional in nature. They comprise both
functional (objects of utility) and decorative items for decoration.Handicrafts are
activities in which people would make usable or decorative items by hand for their
households. It represents indigenous culture's artistic value and which are made by
using simple tools or instruments or simply one's hands for decorations, for household
use or everyday use. Handicrafts have been avauable part of Nepalese heritage
which express the great tradition and proud culture of the country (Basnet, 2001).

In the context of Hariharpur village of Banke district Nepal, Reyes's (2001)
modernization theory of development, modernization is a homogenizing process, just
as Tharu community of Hariharpur village has been homogenizing and convergence
among other communities or societies. The convergence among other communities or
societies is possible through the interaction. Further, in context of Hariharpur village,
Tharu people adopting non-Tharu and urban values for the development. They
adopting urban or western products and technologies for their household use, rather
than their own handmade products or handicrafts. They using modern productsfor their
household usage, rather than their own handmade products of household materials for
daily life. In thisway, Tharu people of Hariharpur village have been changing their
handicraft making practices and its usagebecause of using or consuming market
produced goods to being modern.

This study explores the handicraft making practices and its changes of Tharu
people living in Raptisonari Rural Municipality - 2, Hariharpur village, Banke district,
Nepal. In the context of the Tharu people, an indigenous knowledge refers to severa
knowledges (e.g., related to health/healing, handicrafts, agriculture, forestry, culture,

etc.) which are practiced by Tharu people. But this study focused that handicraft



making practices of Tharu people, which is associated with the everyday activities
and ceremonial activities for the livelihood. The knowledge of handicraft is about
making different kinds of baskets, pottery, tools, weapons, mats, nets, etc. which are
used for everyday household activities and ceremonia activitiesin the Tharu
community.

Statement of the Problem

In the Tharu community of Raptisonari Rural Municipality - 2, Hariharpur
village of Banke district inhabited by Dangaura Tharu an ethnic group. Those who
themselves claim that their's original home placeis Dang valley. According to
Krauskopff (1995) says, Dangaurarefersto the Tharus who claim Dang as their
origina home. Furthermore, Kharel (2019) says, "Dangauras’ are such groups who
have their original home in Dang valley, which isin theinner Tarai region of Nepal".
They had lots of indigenous knowledge, skills and practices among them handicraft
making practice was most importantly carried by Tharu people which they had from
their original home (Dang valley). Gradually, time and space handicraft making
practices of Tharu people have been change and somehow lost. Among the Tharu
people, they had handicraft making practices to make and weave different kinds of
baskets, tools, weapons, nets, mats and so on for the different purposes of household
use and ceremonial activities.

The economy of Tharus is based on agricultural farming. Besides, the
supplementary occupations like house construction and maintenance, making of
basketry, pottery, nets, mats, and ropes, etc, are keep the Tharu people busy during the
leisure time of agricultural work (Maiti, 2001). Tharu people specially women, who
have amazing skills to weave different kinds of baskets such as delwa, dhakya,

bhauka, panchhopni, etc. which some baskets are colourful and some baskets are



without any designs or colour. The colorful ones are for joyous events such as
weddings or other festive occasions, while without any designs and the plainly
colored ones are generally used to store food items or other household items. Those
baskets are replacing by market products. Instead of weaving delwa, bhauka,
panchhopni etc. they want to buy market production of steel box, suitcase etc. "The
practice of making basketry has been transition to be more of aleisure activity than a
cultural practice, with traditionally woven baskets are gradually being displaced by
less expensive synthetic alternatives” (Isch, 2019). These days, only few Tharu
women still know how to weave traditional baskets or baskets weaving techniques,
and Tharu men who used to make various gifts for their in-laws out of natura fibers
but now they would use plastic materials or buy readymade plastic chairs for gifts or
home usage.In sum to say that, indigenous handicraft making practices have not been
carried on the Tharu community.

Y ounger generations are not interested in weaving traditional baskets, because
it requires alot of time and efforts to weave these types of baskets like dhakiya and
bhauka, but they have little market value. “Although the technique of weaving these
traditional baskets has been passed down through generations, there has been a steady
declinein thistrend in recent years, as weaving baskets requires alot of time and
efforts, where the larger baskets are taking up to a month to finish.But nowadays,
these baskets are currently limited to being use during weddings. Instead of weaving
Bhauka and Feruwa to store clothes and other home items, people prefer to buy
modern products, which are easily available in the market” (Chaudhary, 2019). There
islack of interest among people to follow their tradition and cultural practices; young
are becoming highly attracted to Western culture, and to follow traditional practices

are being considered as outdated(L ekhi, 2019). In the Tharu community, they have



lots of traditional cultural practices which aretill practicing but somehow are
gradually changing and have been lost from the society.

On the basis of my experience, there was lots of handicrafts and most
importantly usedin everyday household activities and ceremonial or religious
activities in the Tharu community. But nowadays, Tharu people of the hariharpur
village are not carried their handicrafts and their use properly, but they were more
attracted to use modern products for their households. Therefore,some of the crucidl
guestions raised in my mind about handicraft making practices of Tharu people. Such
as. What are thehandicrafts of Tharu people? What is the status of handicraft making
practices among Tharu people today? |s handicraft making practices of Tharu people
have been changing?What are the factors behind changing handicraft making
practices of Tharu people? These several questions motivated me to carry out study
on theissue. Thisistheissue of handicraft making practices of Tharu people. That’s
why | wanted to study this issue through the lens of change.

This study attempts to answer the following research questions. The research
guestions which are:

» What are thehandicrafts making practices of Tharupeople?
» Howhandicraftsmaking practices of Tharu people have been changing?
Objectives of the Study

In every research study there need to some objectives of study, without
objectives research cannot be effective. Objective is the most important component
for the research study which makes research effective. There is handicraft making
practices of Tharu people, which are practiced in Tharu community of Hariharpur

village.The main objective of this research study is to explore and



describehowhandicraft making practices of Tharu people have been changing.Which
are stated below;
» To explore handicrafts making practices and its usein the Tharu community.
» Tofind out and describe the changing patterns of handicraftsmaking practices

of Tharu people.
Rational of the Study

The study of handicraft making practices of Tharu people have donein
Raptisonari Rural Municipality - 2, Hariharpur, Banke district. Where Dangaura
Tharu people settled/inhabited in early period, those who claim their origin is Dang
valley. Indigenous Tharu people are practicing handicraftsmaking practices for
household use from the time immemoria. However, such handicraft making practices
are vanishing day-to-day as aresult of ascarcity of such handicraft makers, aswell as
alack of enthusiasm among the younger generation to learn them.The rational of this
research studyhad to be exploredhandicraft making practices of Tharu people andto
explored how and what factors areresponsible for changing thosehandicraft making
practices of Tharu community of Hariharpur village. This study helpsto knowwhat
are the handicrafts used and making practicesby Tharu people and what are the factors
responsible for changing those handicraft making practices. It also helpsto any of the
researchers, teachers, students, etc. those who interested to study handicraft making
practices of the Tharu people and related to thisfield.

Literature shows that there are some factors such as; globalization,
modernization, marketization, migration/labour migration, education,lack of proper
documentation and preservation and so on. Those factors areresponsible for the

changing handicraft making practices of Tharu people.



Chapter 11
Literature Review

This chapter aimsto review about handicraft making practices and its
changing process of the Tharu people. For the handicraft making practices and its
changing process, there are several Tharu related articles, books, journas, etc are
reviewed. Literature review shows that Tharu people are an indigenous ethnic group
of the Tarai. They had their own handicraft making practices for their household use.
It also discussed the changing process of handicraft making and its use among the
Tharu community.This chapter covered with 5 sub-sections which are described
below:
Tharu People

The Tharus are an indigenous ethnic group of people inhabiting the Tarai of
Nepal. Mahendra Sapkota (2014) stated that, "in spite of being asmall country in the
south Asia, Nepal rooms for a more than 125 caste/ethnic groups (CBS 2012). The
ethnic groups are popularly known as adibasi/jangati (indigenous nationalities), who
comprise 59 groups in the country. On the basis of various indicators, Government of
Nepal has classified 59 indigenous nationalities into five maor categories:
endangered, highly marginalized, marginalized, disadvantaged, and advantaged
(advanced) groups. Tharu is kept under one of the marginalized indigenous groups.
With some anthropometric evidences, some authors (e.g., Ashokkirti 2008;
Chaudhary 2012; McDonaugh 2008, 1989) claim that the Tharus are said to be one of
the world's oldest ethnic groups. Historically, the Tharus had cleared forests and
started cultivation in the low-lands. Since then, they have settled in the Terai region of

Nepal, the southern plain region of the country."



Chaudhary (2008) argues that the word "Thau" comes from the Tharu
language, and it means "Sthir." Severa peoples cameto Tarai during the historical
period and were known as " Tharu" or "staying people." Chaudhary further adds that
thisword is linked to ancient cultural songs. In the Sakhiya song "Ek ban Naghal Dui
Ban Chapa Teen Ban Rgjabhaigael, Thar" Tharus used. Similarly, in the song of
Krishan Ashtami "Bhitarase nikaral Kanha bahari bhael thar; Bahari se nikaral Kanha
Aganabhael thar" Tharus used. The meaning of the above first song is that the King
crossed thefirst forest, started to cross second one and stopped (Thar) in the third
forest. Likewise, the meaning of the second song Krishna - the goddess came out
from house and stopped in balcony, again came out from balcony and then stopped in
yard. Thus, it is believed that in the word "Thar" suffix "Ru" is added and word
"Tharu" isformed (Chaudhary, 2008 as cited in Chaudhary (Tharu), 2011).

There is different view regarding the origin of the term Tharu. Some say it is
derived from the branch " Stherbad" branch of Buddhism word "Sther". Other severa
variants, such as"Thalu" in alocal context which lead to Tharu; derived from the
ancient Sanskrit word "Stharu"; after enlightment of Lord Buddha Buddhist followere
are divided into two branches; one of them were "Sthabir". According to Acharya and
his colleagues (2010) there are some views about Tharu people. One view isthat the
term Tharu is derived from 'Sthera which represents a sect of Buddhists. Second view
isthat the term 'Tharu' is derived from the Magar word Thara which signifies the
plain. The third view is that the people who have come from ‘Thar’ in Rajasthan,
Indiaare called Tharu (Acharya, Tharu, Khadka and Chaudhary, 2010). No view
among these has been attested yet, athough all of these have equal possibility to be
proved true. However, there are other views too. Some of the scholars have believes

that Tharu migrated from the ‘Thar’ a desert of Rajasthan, India” (Chaudhary, 2011 as
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cited in Khadka, 2016; Maumdar, 1944; Sharma, 2013). According to, D.N.
Majumdar “‘Thar’ means ‘a jungle” in the tribal dialect (Majumdar, 1944 as cited in
Khadka, 2016). Some scholars assume that, Tharus are the descendants of Chitaud or
Rajputermanies and some scholars assume that, Tharus are the descendants of
Shakyabansi are today’s Tharu (Sharma, 2058).

Tharu people are spread from the eastern zone, Mechi, to the far-western zone,
Mahakali, in the Nepalese southern plain region called Tarai. They are largely
popul ated indigenous peoplesin Nepal, who have settled different districts alongside
whole Taral and inner Taral, the southern plain lands of Nepal. Jhapa, Morang,
Sunsari, Saptari, Bara, Parsa, Chitwan, Rupendehi, Kapilvastu, Dang, Banke, Bardiya,
Kailali, and Kanchanpur are the most populous districtsin Nepal for the Tharu people
to live. Where the Tharu are concerned, although they were essential to the state when
the Tarai was malarial (both for their labor and for their role as revenue collectors), At
the same time, alarge number of Tharu, particularly in the Western Taral, lost control
of their land to newcomers from the hills, and were forced to semi-
serfdom.(Guneratne, 2010).

The most of Tharu people are identified by the territory they have occupied or
migrated from. Purbiya (Eastern) Tharus are Tharus who live in the eastern Nepalese
districts of Jhapa and Udayapur. Chitaunya Tharus are Tharus who live in the
Chitwan District. Dangwa Tharus are Tharus who live in the districts of Nawalparasi
and Kanchanpur. Deukharya Tharu is the name given to Deukhuri Tharus. Solahrya
Tharus are Tharus that live in the Sunar region in Banke District. Deshaurhyais the
name given to Tharus who live near India's border. Tharus lived in king's land and
Rana's hunting areas are known as Rghatya Tharu. Tharus are known as Rana and

Katharya who were migrated from India. Dangaura refers to the Tharus who came
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from Dang Districts and settled in Surkhet, Kapilvastu, Banke, Bardiya, Kailali, and
Kanchanpur. There are six Tharu clans: Madwa, Dahit, Pachhaladangya,
Demandaura, and Kusumya (Acharya, Tharu, Khadka and Chaudhary, 2010).
Handicrafts and Use

Nepal is home to hundreds of ethnicities and people groups, those who have
their own distinct culture and heritage, as well as beautiful displays of products and
crafts, all of which are based in the country's indigenous knowledge.Basketry is an
important part of comprehending Nepalese craft work, since it is one of the Tharu's
oldest and most important activities. Furthermore, in her article, baskets for the
Tharus work to sustain their art and skill because the activities of the Tharus are
associated with both ceremonial and everyday activities. Mothers and daughters were
tied together through basket making practices since it was the mother’s duty to pass
on her skills of weaving in order to prepare her daughter for marriage. Baskets have
become closely linked to the essence of marriage for the Tharu people and a series of
baskets called Gonhari which are woven by brides and presented as aform of dowry
to showcase their skills. Basketry skills reflect the ability of women to manage a
household as well as operate as a gift exchange binding two families together through
marriage (Isch, 2019).

The Tharus are known for their impressing crafting skills. For many centuries,
they have been making traditional products, like their famous baskets made out of
Elephant grass, which are also called ‘Sikki’. The grass is golden colored and grows
in the wet and marshy areas, around rivers and ponds in the region of Far West Nepal.
Sikki baskets are a women’s handicraft. Young girls learn from their mothers and
grandmothers how this old craft is made (Far-west Nepal, 2021). Acharya and his

colleagues (2010) stated that,
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Tharu people would make and used different kinds of tools and weapons

which are made by bamboo, wood, clay, etc. Plough, yoke, stick, oil mill,

mortar and pestle to grind salt and pepper are commonly used wooden tools

and weapons among the Tharu community. Tharu people also used to make
and use different kinds of bamboo tools and weapons. Khonghya and dharya
arethetools to catch fish, crab etc. Chhitni and chhitwa are the baskets to
store goods.Clay items such as, denhari and kuthaliare used to store food
grains.Besides, they also used to make a variety of baskets from grass called
delwa, dhakli, dhakya, bhauka, panchhopni, benrra, and supli, which are used
to store household items, cover water pots and cooked foods and also
decorations. Some of these baskets are coloured with different colours and
decorated with shells, peacock's feathers, etc. which look very beautiful. These
are the Tharus traditional skills and technologies. All of the Tharu people's
traditional tools and weapons are made entirely by themselves and used for
different purposes.

The baskets would make from the shrubs found in nearby forests which are
carefully decorated with peacock feathers, colourful fabric and woolen decorations.
These baskets are handwoven by Tharu women and are said to be an important part of
their weddings.Apart from Delwa, they also weave Dhakiya, asimilar basket, in a
variety of forms and sizes depending on the purpose: Panchhopni is used to cover pots
of water, Bhauka is used to keep garments, Payin is used to make dhikari, aloca
Tharu food and Feruwa is used to store household items. The colorful ones are for
joyous events such as weddings or other festive occasions, while without any designs
and the plainly colored ones are generally used to store food or other household items

(Chaudhary, 2019). Mats (gondri) of the Tharu people are two standard traditional
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designs: where women would make petar gondri and men woul