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Executive Summary

Education is a fundamental element that |eads the national development of a
country socially and economically. Education is a primary medium to make the
citizens aware, able and well informed. Socia injustice, discrimination and
inequality can be achieved through the educational medium. Education is a
movement against backwardness.

This study, "Educational Status of the Musahar Community" was
undertaken to enquire the Musahars present educationa status, enrollment in the
primary level and the major hindrances of their access to education. The study was
an attempt to draw a picture of educational statistics of a poor community of Nepal,
the Musahars, from a case study of ChadwelaVDC, Sunsari District.

The Musahar community lives in the entire length of Tarai; mainly in Jhapa,
Sunsari, Morang, Saptari, Siraha and Udayapur district of eastern Nepal. They are
educationally very back. The average literacy rate of the Musahars is 7.28% (CBS:
2001). The poor educational status has hampered their socio-economic life. They
still enjoy hunting life and are not included in mainstream of the society.

The necessary theoretical concept about the Musahar community, education
and relationship between community and education was developed from relevant
literatures reviewed. This part is also an important part of this report. The study was
conducted in the Chadwela VDC of Sunsari District-where the Musahars live in
countable numbers. The study designed includes the selection of the sample,
collection of data from the questionnaire schedule, observation in the field,
interview with knowledgeable local |eader and teacher, school observation, analysis
of the data so collected and formulation of policies as recommendations for
necessary actions.

The results obtained from the analysis of the data can be summarized as:

The Musahar community is educationally a disadvantaged community.

Economic problem, death of parents, social discrimination, early marriage

and migration are the main factors for the Musahars backwardness in

education.

Lack of awareness is a cause for lower rate of enrollment at the primary

level.

Dropout situation is very high in the community because the parents cannot

bear expense of education of their children.

Very few Musahar students are reading in pre-secondary level. Girls are very

rare. In secondary level there are no students from the Musahar community.

Awareness and attitude of the Musahars toward education is continually

changing.
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