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ABSTRACT

The overarching aim of the study entitled Comparative Study on Essay

Writing Proficiency of grade X students Between Community and

Institutional Schools intends to find out the essay writing ability of Grade X

students of Rolpa district and compare the essay writing ability of the students

of both community schools and institutional schools. The sample population

was purposively taken from both community and institutional schools of Rolpa

district. Four schools (i.e two community and two institutional schools) were

purposively selected for the study. Twelve participant students were selected

from each four school adopting a purposive non random sampling procedure.

Survey design was used to complete this quantitative research. Subjective test

was constructed and administrated to collect data. The study found that

institutional school students performed better than community school students

in writing essay. More than fifty percentages of students scored above average.

This study comprises five chapters. First chapter presents the background of the

study, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, research questions,

significance of the study, delimitations of the study and operational definitions

of the key terms. The second chapter consists of the review of the related

theoretical literature, implications of the study and conceptual framework. In

the same way, chapter three includes design of the study, population, sample

and sampling strategy, research tools, source of data, data collection procedure,

data analysis and interpretations and ethical considerations. The fourth chapter

is about analysis of collected data. The final chapter deals with findings,

conclusion and recommendations which are summed up from the analysis and

interpretation of the collected data for the purpose of research. The references

and appendices have been included in the last part of the thesis.



viii

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendation for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

Acknowledgements vi

Abstract vii

Table of Contents viii

List of Tables xi

List of Figure xii

List of Abbreviations xiii

CHAPTER ONE .................................................................................................................1

INTRODUCTION..............................................................................................................1

1.1 Background of the Study............................................................................1

1.2 Statement of the problem. ..........................................................................2

1.3 Objectives of the Study..............................................................................3

1.4 Research Questions ....................................................................................3

1.5 Significance of the Study ...........................................................................4

1.6 Delimitations of the Study .........................................................................4

1.7 Operational Definitions of the Key Terms.................................................5

CHAPTER TWO................................................................................................................6

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE AND CONCEPTUAL

FRAMEWORK...................................................................................................................6

2.1 Review of Related Theoretical Literature..................................................6

2.1.1 Writing Skills.......................................................................................6

2.1.2 Writing Proficiency .............................................................................7

2.1.3 Components of Writing .......................................................................8

2.1.4 Essay Writing.......................................................................................8



ix

2.1.5 Parts of an Essay..................................................................................9

2.1.6 Types of Essay...................................................................................10

2.1.7 Characteristics of Good Essays .........................................................11

2.2 Review of Empirical Literature................................................................12

2.3 Implication of the Review of the Study ...................................................14

2.4 Conceptual Framework ............................................................................16

CHAPTER THREE.........................................................................................................17

METHODS AND PRECEDURES OF THE STUDY .........................................17

3.1 Design and Method of the Study .............................................................17

3.2 Population, Sample and Sampling Strategy.............................................17

3.3 Research Tools .........................................................................................18

3.4 Source of Data..........................................................................................18

3.5 Data Collection Procedures......................................................................19

3.6 Data Analysis and Interpretation procedures...........................................19

3.7 Ethical Consideration...............................................................................19

CHAPTER   FOUR .........................................................................................................21

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA ............................................21

4.1 Analysis of Essay Writing Proficiency of the Students ...........................21

4.2 Gender Wise Analysis of Proficiency of the Students on Essay Writing

........................................................................................................................22

4.3 Component Wise Analysis of Essay Writing Proficiency of the Student.

........................................................................................................................23

4.4 School Wise Analysis of Proficiency of the Students on essay writing ..31

4.5 Comparison of Community and Institutional School Students Proficiency

........................................................................................................................33

CHAPTER FIVE ..............................................................................................................34

FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS .........................34

5.1  Findings...................................................................................................34

5.2 Conclusion ...............................................................................................35

5.3 Recommendations ....................................................................................36



x

5.3.1   Recommendations for Policy Level ................................................37

5.3.2 Recommendations for Practice Level................................................38

5.1.3 Recommendations for Further Research Level .................................38

REFERENCES

APPENDIX ‘A’

APPENDIX ‘B’

APPENDIX ‘C’

APPENDIX ‘D’

Questionnaire for the Students

Participant Consent Form

PARTICIPANT INFORMTION STATEMENTS



xi

LIST OF TABLES

Table 1: Analysis of Proficiency of the Students .............................................21

Table 2: Gender-Wise Analysis of Proficiency of the Students........................22

Table 3: Component-Wise Analysis of Essay Writing proficiency of the

Students .............................................................................................................23

Table 4: School -Wise Analysis of the Proficiency of the Students on Essay

Writing……………...........................................................................................26

Table 5: Comparison of Community and Institutional Schools Students
Proficiency …………………………………………………….…………...27



xii

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1: Conceptual Framework of the Study .................................................16



xiii

LIST OF ACCRONYMS/ABBREVIATIONS

CUP Cambridge University Press

Dr. Doctor

Ed Edition

e. g. Example for (Example gratia)

ELT English Language Teaching

Etl Which means et alia or and others

i.e. That is

ibid: Ibiden (that is just mentioned)

Ltd Limited

M. Ed. Master of Education

Mr. Mister

Mrs. Mistress

M.s. Miss

No. Number

p. Page

pp. Pages

% Percentage

Prof. Professor

Reg. Register

TU Tribhuvan University

Viz. Namely

www World Wide Web


