
Tribhuvan University

Anxiety and Repressed Impulses of Dickens’s Characters in A Tale of Two Cities

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English, T.U.

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Master of Arts in English

By

Ram Narayan Raut

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

May 2010



Tribhuvan University

Central Department of English

University Campus, Kirtipur, Kathmandu

Letter of Recommendation

Mr. Ram Narayan Raut has completed his thesis entitled “Anxiety and Repressed

Impulses of Dickens’s Characters in A Tale of Two Cities” under my supervision.

He carried out his research from August, 2009 to May, 2010. I hereby recommend his

thesis be submitted for viva voce.

Dr. Rewati Neupane

Reader

(Supervisor)

Date: …….……...……………



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Central Department of English

Letter of Approval

This thesis entitled “Anxiety and Repressed Impulses of Dickens’s Characters in

A Tale of Two Cities” submitted to the Central Department of English by Ram

Narayan Raut has been approved by the undersigned members of the Research

Committee.

Members of the Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External Examiner

Head

Central Department of English

Date: ……………………



Acknowledgements

The present thesis has never been successful and the research work owes its

success to my teachers and wonderful friends without whom this work would not

have seen the light of the day. I am so ever grateful to them.

First of all I would like to express my deepest respect and gratitude to my

supervisor Dr. Rewati Neupane, the Reader in Central Department of English for his

perpetual advice, invaluable inspiration and encouragement during the tedious process

of providing concrete shapes to my thoughts.

I would like to express my gratitude to Prof. Dr. Krishna Chandra Sharma, the

Head of the Central Department of English, T.U. Kirtipur for granting me the

opportunity to carry out this research work. I am deeply indebted to my respected

teachers of the Central Department of English Dr. Amma Raj Joshi, Mr. Saroj

Ghimire, Mr. Harihar Gyawali, Mr. Pam Gurung, Mr Rajkumar Baral, who responded

with encouragement and helped me whenever I needed.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to my father Bharat Raut and

mother Ajerny Raut for their continuous blessings and inspirations. I would like to

express my gratitude to my elder brother Ram Jitan and my sweet and loving brothers

and sisters Satya, Hari, Deep, Suraj, Sagar, Kamala and Rupa for their financial and

moral support.

It would be injustice if I don't express my sincere thanks to my friends

Sudhan, Ramjee, Ram Chhetri ‘Rocky’, Sanjaya, Suri, Bhim, Kanchan and Shanta for

their co-operation and help in many ways in preparing this thesis. I am equally

indebted to rest of the teachers and library members of CDE, and Central Library of

T.U. I am very much thankful to them for showing me the proper direction.

May 2010 Ram Narayan Raut ‘Aaryan’



Abstract

The present research has analyzed the novel, A Tale of Two Cities by Charles

Dickens from the angle of psychoanalysis. This study examines the anxiety and

repressed impulses in the manners and behaviors of the people who are involved in

the class conflict. It studies human sentiment and sensibility, and clarifies the fact that

excessive repression of feelings and emotions compels a person to become the slave

of human impulses. Most of the characters in the novel repress their impulses due to

the fear of cruel and barbaric punishment given by the tyrannical government and

oppressors. Dr. Mannette’s mental disorder and Madame Defarge as well as other

characters’ animalistic manners and criminal actions prove the fact that their present

miserable, despondent and painful conditions are the result of terrible anxiety and

repressed impulses. Repression of impulses helps to dominate the human’s good

virtues and it also makes them bold and mentally strong by activating their hidden

internal forces and unconscious demonic natures of human being which are clearly

depicted in the characters’ attitudes in the novel.
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