
Tribhuvan University

Critique of Patriarchal Ethos in Shashi Deshpande’s That Long Silence

A Thesis

Submitted to the Central Department of English in

Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Master of Arts in English

By

Lila Raj Koirala

Symbol No: 280856

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

Dec, 2013



Tribhuvan University

Central Department of English

Kirtipur, Kathmandu, Nepal

Letter of Approval

This thesis entitled "Critique of Patriarchal Ethos in Shashi Deshpande’s That

Long Silence” by Lila Raj Koirala submitted to the central department of English,

Tribhuvan University has been approved by the undersigned members of the research

committee.                                                                      Members of Research Committee

Internal Examiner

External examiner

Head

Central Department of English

Date: .......................



Acknowledgements

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my respected supervisor Mr. Bal

Bahadur Thapa, who provided me scholarly guidance to complete this thesis. I express

my sincere gratitude to Prof. Dr. Amma Raj Joshi, Head of the Department, Central

Department of English, Tribhuvan University, for giving me permission to write this

thesis. I am extremely obliged to all the lecturers of CDE, T.U. for their suggestions.

I am very grateful to my father Mr. Megh Prasad Koirala, my mother Mrs. Bhima

Devi Koirala, my uncle Tunna Bahadur Koirala, brother Laxman, sister Bishnu and other

family members for their notable help.

I would like to thank my friends Yubraj Ghimire, Kamal Dhungel, Samip

Ghimire, Dhruba Karki and Prakash K. Sunuwar who assisted me in one way or the other

in course of this research work.

Lastly, my gratitude goes to those authors and researchers whose works have been

consulted in preparation of this thesis. I would like to thank the staffs of Central

Department of English, T. U. Kirtipur. Thank you.

Dec 22, 2013 Lila Raj Koirala



Abstract

This study explores the identities of Jaya, Tara, Nayana and Nilima, the female

characters in Shashi Deshpande’s That Long Silence. The female characters oppose the

exploitation of male ideology and female submission. Jaya explores her identity and

collective women identity by critiquing the marriage institution and Hindu religious

values and norms through the means of confessional writing.  Her marriage is in brink of

divorce through writing a story of a married couple. Despite of being in such condition,

she wants to compromise with her husband if he accepts her conditions.  Through the

story of a married couple, she exposes the sufferings of married females who lose their

freedom and are confined to house hold chores. Through this, she challenges the norms

and values of the society because such kind of confessional writing is not allowed in

patriarchal society. Hence, she violates the ethos of the society and revolts against

traditional way of husband wife relation through exposing the suffering and breaking the

age-old silence she establishes her individual identity. In this way, Jaya as a writer goes

against the norms and values of the society for women identity. Tara tries to establish her

identity by violating the traditional norms and values of the society by cursing her

husband. Nayana also tries to establish her identity by challenging her husband and

Nilima also wants to establish her individual identity by giving oppositional view and

wants to get son's position in the family. So, she wants to cremate dead one in the family.

Thus, these female characters go against the traditional ethos of the Indian Hindu

religious society for their distinct identities as women.
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