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Abstract

The Present thesis entitled Writing Proficiency of grade Seven Students is an

attempt to explore the free writing proficiency of basic level students of Nepalgunj

City in terms of punctuation, spelling, paragraph writing, letter writing and essay

writing. To meet the objective of research survey research design was adopted. To

meet the objectives 40 basic level students from 3 community schools were selected

by using simple random sampling procedure. Test item was used as the main tool for

collecting the necessary data.Punctuation, spelling, paragraph writing, letter writing

and essay writing test item were included in the test. The study showed that the

students of D.S.S. were seen the most proficient in writing with average score of 22.7

and the students of S.S.A.V were seen the least proficient in free writing with average

score of 12.07. The study showed that the students of D.S.S were found to be the most

proficient in paragraph writing, application writing and students of S.S.A.V were

found to be least proficient. In average girls were seen to be most proficient then

boys. The average marks obtained by girls and boys were 33.2% and 32.14%

respectively.

This thesis consists of four chapters. The first chapter deals with the general

background of the study. Which, in turn, involves free writing and few descriptions

on it as well as it involves research problem and questions, objectives of the study and

delimitations of the study. The second chapter deals with review of related literature

as well as conceptual framework. The third chapter contains the research

methodology which includes sampling procedure, tools for data collection, process of

data collection. The fourth chapter consists of the analysis and interpretation of the

data, where data have been analyzed in terms of different headings, like total

proficiency, school wise proficiency.The fourth chapter deals with findings and

recommendations of the study. References and appendices are appended at the last.
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Chapter I

Introduction

The study entitled Writing Proficiency of Grade Seven Students. This

section consists of background of the study, statement of the problems, objectives,

significance of the study, research questions, and delimitations of the study and

operational definitions of key terms.

General Background

Writing is one of the most important skills in learning a new language. It

isoften regarded as the visual representation of speech. In simple terms, writing is a

productive skill which involves manipulating, structuring and communicating. It is a

productive skill in the sense that it is related to manipulate the mechanics of writing,

structuring them into sensible words, sentences and paragraphs in order to make the

reader understand them earning of such complex effort. Moreover, writing is the act

of placing the graphic symbols that present language in order to convey the meaning

so that the reader can grasp the information. It is the last language skill and it is also

the most difficult of all the skills. It is difficult not only in generating and organizing

ideas but also in translating these ideas in readable text. The skills involved in writing

are highly complex. Second language learners have to pay attention to higher level of

skills of planning and organizing as well as the lower level skills of spelling,

punctuation, word choice, and so on. We are able to share ideas, arouse

feelings,persuade and convince other people through writing. We are able to discover

and articulate ideas in the way that only writing makes possible. Rivers (1968) states:

Writing refers to the expression of ideas in a consecutive way, according to

the graphic convention of the language: the ultimate aim 7 of a writer at this stage is

to be able to express himself in a polished literary form which requires the utilization

of a special vocabulary and certain refinement structures (p.243).

From this definition we can say that writing is the way of expressing our ideas

in a continuous process through the graphic symbols of the language. Writing requires

different mechanisms and it also requires special skill from one type of writing to
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another type of writing.

In this respect language is a means of social contact. It is a social phenomenon

and used in the society. Communication can be done through several means but

language is, to the far extent, most common means for communication. It is

undoubtedly the human possession. It is distinctive property of human beings. This is

with the unique possession of language; human beings are able to be superior and

distinct from other animals. Language is also defined as a system of conventional,

spoken or written symbols by means of which human beings as members of social

group and participants in it culture communicate. In this regard, it is a means of

intercommunication as well as social control.

Bell and Burnaby (1984, cited in Nunan, 1998) point out:

Writing is an extremely cognitive activity in which the writer isrequired to

demonstrate control of variables simultaneously. At thesentence level, these

include control of content, format, sentencestructure, vocabulary, spelling and

letter formation. Beyond the sentence, the writer must be able to structure and

integrate information into cohesive and coherent paragraphs and texts(p.36).

Similarly, White and Arndt (1991)say:

Writing is far from being a simple matter of transcribing language into written

symbols: it is a thinking process in its own right. It demands conscious

intellectual effort, which usually has to be sustained over a considerable

period of time. Writing is a form of problem solving which involves such

processes as generating ideas, discovering a ‘voice’ with which to write,

planning, goal-selecting, monitoring and evaluating what is going to be

written as well as what has been written, and searching for language with

which to express exact meaning. Moreover, writers rarely know at the outset

exactly. What it is they are going to write because many ideas are only

revealed during the act of writing (p.3).

From these definitions, we can say that writing is a very complex process and

requires mechanics of writing, coherence, and cohesion to integrate information
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properly. Writing is an act of transmitting thoughts, feelings, and ideas from post to

present and from present to future. That is why, it demands caution in using it. It is a

transparent mirror, which can vividly present our knowledge as well as experiences.

White (1991, p.3) views that, “Writing is far from a simple matter of transcribing

language into written symbols. It is thinking process in its own.” Similarly,

Harmer(1991, p.78) says, “Writing is an activity through which human beings

communicate with one another and transmit their accommodate culture from one

generation to another. It equally provides with possibilities to discover and articulate

ideas in many ways.” The definition as mentioned above given by White and Arndt

and Harmer, from this definition, we can say that writing is not only concerned with

the transcription of language into graphic forms instead it involves great thinking

process which means writing requires plenty of intellectual effort. It is an activity

through which human beings share their culture, religion, values, ideas, and

assumptions from one generation to another.

Statement of the Problem

Writing skill is one of the complex processes to be developed among the

students while learning language activities including controlled writing, free writing

and guided writing while learning a language. Writing is a form of communication.

Writing skill is one of the important skills of learning English language. Writing

allows us to express our thoughts and feelings. Likewise, writing makes us smarter by

engaging our memory and motor skills. It has given focus on writing skill as difficult

one and should be taught only after the students have received other skill and aspect

of English language teaching.

There are four different types of language skills which are known as reading

skill, writing skill, listening skill and speaking skill. Among them writing skill is one

of the complex process which is also taken as secondary skill. The educated person

only can take benefit through it. Similarly, writing has three important branches under

which we take controlled writing, free writing and guided writing respectively.

Guided writing is semi-controlled writing activity. Writing is not totally controlled

but guided in some way. Heaton, (1975, p.524) states, “Guided writing is an essential

tool in a balanced writing curriculum, providing an additional supported step towards

independent writing”. Using clues or hints in the course of writing makes easier to
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students in writing. Using clauses, phrases, developing skeleton, different idioms and

paraphrasing are different types of activities of guided writing. I have seen that guided

writing has been defined differently by various scholars. But no one has revealed the

fact that what is guided writing and how it develops the proficiency of learners.

People also say that private school students are better than the community schools in

writing. Therefore, I attempted to find out the writing proficiency of students being

specific to free writing. Moreover, I also attempted to compare the proficiency in

guided writing of grade seven students.

Objectives of the Study

The main objectives of the study were as follows:

a) To find out the free writing proficiency of grade seven students of Nepalgunj

city in terms of punctuation, spelling, paragraph writing, letter writing, report

writing and essay writing.

b) To compare the proficiency of the students of community schools and also to

make its item-wise comparison.

c) To suggest some pedagogical implications.

Research Questions

The study attempted to answer the following research questions

a) What is the proficiency level of grade seven students in Nepalgunj?

b) What are the differences in writing proficiency among different community

schools in Nepalgunj?

c) What are the difficulty levels of writing proficiency at basic level?

Significance of the Study

Though all the four language skills are in separable from the teaching learning

activities, Nepalese students learn the English language for the literacy purpose rather

than linguistic purpose. They also assume that listening and speaking have low

priority while reading and writing have high priority for language learning program.

Therefore, it is necessary to emphasize on writing skill in Nepalese context. So, this
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study focuses on the writing proficiency of seventh graders in free writing.

This study will be significant mainly for the language teachers teaching

English at grade seven. They are the people who can develop remedial classes or

materials to improve writing skill. This study will also provide some insights

onproficiencyaspectoffreewriting.Thefindingsofthestudywillbehelpfulfortheteachers,

students, researchers, textbook writers and others who are interested

toworkinthefieldofwritingproficiency.

Delimitations of the Study

Thisstudyhadthefollowingdelimitations:

i. ThestudywasdelimitedtoNepalgunjSubmetropolitan city.

ii. Only 40 students of grade seven (three community schools) basic

levelschoolswereselectedasthe sampleforthestudy.

iii. Thestudywasdelimited toasetoftestitemsgiveninAppendix-I.

iv. Thestudyfocused onlyonsevenvarietiesofwritingactivities.

v. Thestudywasdelimited onlyonwritingskilloflanguage.

Operational Definition of the Key Terms

Thefollowingwerethekeytermsusedinthestudy:

Writing proficiency.The ability to communicate information, analysis,

andpersuasive points of view effectively in writing. Writing proficiency is the ability

ofanindividualtowriteorperforminanacquiredlanguage.

Writing error.writing error is a mistake in the form of grammar,

spelling,punctuation,orwordchoicethatmakesyourpaperlessreadableandmoredifficultto

understand. Grammatical errors are very common and can make it difficult

forreaderstounderstandwhatyou'retryingtosay.
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Chapter II

Review of Related Literature and Conceptual Framework

Thischapterofresearchconsistsofreviewsofrelatedtheoreticalandempiricalliterat

ure,implicationsofreviewedliteratureandconceptualframeworkofthestudy.

Review of Related Theoretical Literature

One of the most important aspect to help the learners to express their

ideasorally or graphically is theoretical knowledge about contents and skills. The

moretheoretical knowledge about writing skill we have, the more we express our

ideas inwritten form. So, this chapter aims to providing some theoretical background

of thestudythematically.

Writing skill.Writingisoneofthemostimportantskillsinlearning anewlanguage.

It is often regarded as the visual representation of speech. In simple terms,writing is a

productive skill which involves manipulating, structuring andcommunicating. It is a

productive skill in the sense that it is related to manipulate the mechanics of

writing,structuringthemintosensiblewords, sentencesandparagraphsinordertomake

thereaderunderstandthemeaningofsuchcomplexeffort.

Moreover, writing is the act of placing the graphic symbols that present

language inorder to convey the meaning so that the reader can grasp the information.

It is the

lastlanguageskillanditisalsothemostdifficultofalltheskills.Itisdifficultnotonlyingenerati

ngandorganizingideasbutalsointranslatingtheseideasinreadabletext.

The skills involved in writing are highly complex. Second language learners

have topayattentiontohigherlevelofskillsofplanningand

organizingaswellasthelowerlevel skills of spelling, punctuation, word choice, and so

on. We are able to shareideas, arouse feelings, persuade and convince other people

through writing. We areableto

discoverandarticulateideasinthewaythatonlywritingmakespossible.
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Rivers(1968)states:

Writing refers to the expression of ideas in a consecutive way,accordingto

thegraphicconventionofthelanguage:theultimateaimofawriteratthisstageistobea

bletoexpresshimselfinapolishedliteraryformwhichrequiresthe utilizationofa

specialvocabularyandcertainrefinementstructures(p.243).

Fromthisdefinitionwecansaythatwritingisthewayofexpressingourideasinacontin

uous process through the graphic symbols of the language. Writing requiresdifferent

mechanisms and it also requires special skill from one type of writing

toanothertypeofwriting.

Belland Burnaby(1984,citedinNunan,1998)point out:

Writing is an extremely cognitive activity in which the writer isrequired to

demonstrate control of variables simultaneously. At thesentence level, these

include control of content, format, sentencestructure, vocabulary, spelling and

letter formation. Beyond thesentence,the writermustbeable

tostructureandintegrateinformationintocohesiveandcoherentparagraphsandtext

s(p.36).

Similarly,WhiteandArndt (1991)say:

Writingisfarfrombeingasimplematteroftranscribinglanguageintowritten

symbols: it is a thinking process in its own right. It demandsconscious

intellectual effort, which usually has to be sustained over aconsiderable period

of time. Writing is a form of problem solving whichinvolves such processes as

generating ideas, discovering a ‘voice’ with whichtowrite,planning,goal-

selecting, monitoring and evaluating what is going to be written as well

aswhathasbeenwritten,andsearchingforlanguagewithwhichto expressexact

meaning. Moreover, writers rarely know at the outset exactly. What it

istheyaregoing towritebecausemanyideasareonlyrevealed during theact

ofwriting(p.3).

From these definitions, we can say that writing is a very complex process

andrequires mechanics of writing, coherence, and cohesion to integrate
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informationproperly. Writing is an act of transmitting thoughts, feelings, and ideas

from post

topresentandfrompresenttofuture.Thatiswhy,itdemandscautioninusingit.Itisatransparen

t mirror, which can vividly present our knowledge as well as experiences.White

(1991, p.3) views that, “Writing is far from a simple matter of transcribinglanguage

into written symbols. It is thinking process in its own.” Similarly, Harmer(1991,

p.78)says,“Writingisanactivitythroughwhich

humanbeingscommunicatewithoneanother and transmit their accommodate culture

from one generation to another. Itequally provides with possibilities to discover and

articulate ideas in many ways.”Thedefinitionasmentioned

abovegivenbyWhiteandArndtandHarmer,fromthisdefinition, we can say that writing is

not only concerned with the transcription oflanguage into graphic forms instead it

involves great thinking process which meanswriting requires plenty of intellectual

effort. It is an activity through which humanbeings share their culture, religion,

values, ideas, and assumptions from onegenerationtoanother.Whilewriting,everyone

needsampleofmicroskills.

Writing as a process vs product.Thereisagreat

disputewhetherwritingisaprocessorwritingasaproduct.Traditionallyincurriculumpractic

e,adistinctionhasbeen made between the activities of the syllabus designer, which

have been focusedon products and the activities of the methodologies, which have

been focused onprocess. However, in modern era of ELT scenario of teaching

writing, this oversimplistic division has become difficult to sustain. Process oriented

approach ofwriting views that competent writers never produce final text as their first

endeavor,it takes a long time to be accomplished and it is often painful process in

which thefinal text comes through a successive draft. Miller (1992, p.7) views that

“everywriter has his /her own process but experienced writer follows some processes

whichinclude finding topic, planning, drafting, editing, revising, and producing the

finaldraft.”

Writing can not be accomplished within the single stage instead it requires

severalstages only then anyone can produce the effective piece of text. The writers

have tomakethegreateffortfromtheverybeginningtothefinalproduct.Forandforemost,he

or she should find the topic on what topic he/she is going to write then shouldmakethe
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planningwhichisconsideredaspre-writingactivities.

Spider-gramtechniqueisthemostusefultechniqueforthe sakeofgatheringtheideas

of brainstorming. Then the writer has to consult the materials for information.Another

process to planning is to prepare notes. This can be both structured andunstructured.

After that the writer has to organize the notes which mean groupingideas into

framework. This activity gives the rough idea of maintaining coherenceand unity.

After the organization of notes, another process of writing is to making anoutline.

Here the writer makes an outline on the basis of organized notes.

Theorganizedideasare tokeep incertainorderand relationship.When plentyofideasare

gathered at the planning and outline stage, the first attempt at writing i.e.

draftingmayproceedquickly.Draftingactivitiesmakethemovefrompre-

writingactivitiesto actual writing activities. They are moving from writer-based to

reader-basedwriting. Still in this stage, the writer can add, delete, substitute and make

thetransposition. First draft is not the final product. Again the writer revises and

editsmaintaining all the aspects of writing. Finally the writer produces the final text

whichis the goal of writing. After doing all the activities mentioned above the writing

canbe accomplished. This is how in this modern era writing is conceived as process

notthe end product. On the other hand, product oriented approach to the development

ofwriting favor classroom activities in which the learner engaged in imitating,

copyingand transforming models of correct language. This mostly occurs at the level

ofsentences. Under the circumference of product oriented approach of writing, it

isbelievedthatstudentcanreadexpectedtowritecoherentparagraph,theyshouldhavemaste

red at the level of sentences. So writing classes should entirely devoted tosentences

formation and grammar exercises which means the main emphasis aproductoriented

approach isonthedevelopmentofformalaspect oflanguage.

Importance of writing

skill.Writingisoneofthemostimportantandsuperiorskillsfor learning a language. It is a

productive skill, which needs proper mechanics ofwriting to make sensible sentences

and paragraphs. Writing helps to transmitthoughts, feelings and ideas from past to

present and present to future. Thus, it is

atransparentmirror,whichcanpresentourknowledgeaswellasexperiences.Writingisthe

outputoflistening,speakingandreadingskills.
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Writing skill is thus an important productive skill which is called

‘product’and‘process’.Inourexaminationsystemofalllevels,thewritingproficiencyplays

avitalrole in securing good marks. If the students are not trained in writing skill,

theycannotgivetheiranswers inalimitedtimeofexamination.Inthisway, thestudentsmust

develop their writing skill to pass the examination. The students cannot

beperfectinanylanguagewithoutthe knowledgeofwritingskill.

Writing skill provides variety in the classroom activities. Writing is

atransparent mirror that can present our thoughts, and experiences. Written

documentscan bepreservedforlong time.Writinghaswidelybeenusedto

transmitexperiences, and knowledge related to science, technology, religion,

philosophy,politics, sociology, literature and culture. Furthermore, the following

points make thewritingsoimportant:

Writing is the primary basis upon which our work, our learning, and

ourintellect will be judged-in college, in the work place and in the community.

Writingexpresses who we are as a person, Writing is portable and permanent. It

makes ourthinking visible. Writing helps us more easily among facts, inferences, and

opinionswithout getting confused and without confusing our readers. Writing

promotes ourabilitiestoposeworthwhilequestion. Writingfostersour

abilitytoexplainacomplexposition to readers and to ourselves. Writing helps us to give

feedback. Writing helpsus to give feedback. Writing requires that we anticipate our

readers’ need. Our abilityto do so demonstrates our intellectual flexibility and

maturity. Writing is an essentialjobskill.

Characteristics of good writing.Writing is an art of using language. But, it is

a verycomplextasktowriteclearlyandexplicitly. Inthis context,learningtowriteeitherina

first or a second language is one of the most difficult tasks. Learning to write

isdifficult and lengthy process, that one induces anxiety and frustration in

manylearners. Good writing skills are essential to academic success and requirement

formany occupation and profession. Making a simple and clear writing is difficult

fromthesyntacticandsemanticpointofview.Itrequiresthegoodimaginationandlogicalseq

uence of thought. Ur (1996, p.159) lists the following features to

distinguishwrittentextfromspokendiscourse:
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Permanence, Explicitness,Density, Detachment,Organization,

Standardlanguage,Alearntskill, Sheer amountandimportanceThus,

writingisthesystematicorganizationofinformation.Theabovementioned

characteristicsofgoodwritingaregeneralizedasfollows:

Simplicity.Themain quality of a good writing is reducing the complexities and

expressingideas or thoughts in a natural way. Simplicity refers tactlessness of mind;

freedom fromcunning or duplicity it avoids the extra stylistic words, genres, jargons,

flourishing andambiguous words and so on. Simplicity and smoothness make writing

understandable andreadablewhichneverdisturbthe readerstounderstandthegistofthe

writing.

Clarity.Good writing must be absolutely free from ambiguity and should be

crystalclear. There should not be different interpretations or misinterpretation in the

writing.Ideas should be presented in clear, orderly, readable, understandable and

informativestyle. Clarity refers clearness or lucidity as to perception or understanding.

The writermust always be conscious of the reader and information style. The writer

should havethe idea of what to say, in which sequence, what is said and how to

expresssomething. Good writing should avoid exaggeration as well as

contradictorystatements.

Continuity.Continuityofthoughtandnaturallinkofideasareimportantfeaturesinw

riting. Continuity means the mixture of descent, persistence, humor anddeliberation.

There must be continuity of thought from one word to the followingword, from one

phrase to another, from one sentence to another, from the firstparagraphtothe

secondparagraphandfirstchaptertothesecondchapter.

Economy.A shorter statement or analysis employing fewer terms is preferred

to theone that is longer, other things being equal. The greatness of a writer lies in

his/hercapacity to express his/her ideas briefly and effectively. Economical writing

isefficient and esthetically satisfying. While it makes a minimum demand on the

energyand patience of readers; it returns to them a maximum of sharply

compressedmeaning.Goodwritingislikeagoldcoin,small

incompassbutgreatinvalue.Economyofwordswithoutsacrificingthemeaning

isthesecretofgood writing.
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Coherence.Goodwritingdealswithonetopic,atatime.AccordingtoSwami(1987,p

.13), “in a good piece of writing, all the sentences are closely related to the

centralidea.”

Complete.Having allpartsorlackingnothing

referstocompleteness.Agoodwritingmust be complete. It completes the topic it deals

with. Good writing should avoidexaggerationandhyperbolicallyandself-

contradictorystatements.

Freefromerror.Aswritingisthepermanentrecordofone'sthoughtsorideas.Itmustb

e accurate. Every written piece has to be free from orthographic,

semantic,grammatical,idiomatic,punctuationandothererrors.

Besides, every good writing must have example and illustrations to

explainabstractanddifficultideasandnewinformation.Thereshould

beappropriatedirection, adequatefactsandfigures,depthofknowledge, and

specificityandmaximumobjectivityineverypieceofeffectivewriting.

White & Arndt, (1991, p.4) mention, “Writing involves thinking,

planning,assembling, classifying and organizing processes”. Thus, ability to write

good

oreffectiveEnglishisnotagodgivengifttoafewpeople.Theartofwritingisbaseduponone'so

wnmentalcapabilityitisveryimportantforspecificsubjectmatter.

Theabovecharacteristicsofagoodwritingplayavitalrolefor proficiencyinwriting

of the grade nine students. Because they should have the ability to

writeclear,economic,simple,continuous anderrorfree sentences.

Components of writing.Writingareoftenlongandpainfulprocess

inwhichthefinaltext emerges through successive drafts. Thus, writing is not merely an

activity ofencoding verbal thoughts in printed symbols but it is the combination of

variouscomponents. In this context, Heaton (1991, p.142) states that writing is not a

singleskillbutitisthecombinationofthe followingcomponents:

Mechanics.Mechanics refers to those aspects of writing such as spelling, use

ofpunctuation marks (e.g. apostrophes, hyphens), capitals, abbreviations and
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numberswhich are often dealt within the revision or editing stage of writing. In the

words ofHeaton, (1975, p.145), "Mechanics of writing is the ability to use correctly

thoseconventions peculiar to the written language". Although incorrect spelling does

notoften prevent the understanding of a written message, it can adversely affect

thereaders' judgment. However, at times slight change in spelling of words can

bringdrastic change in the meaning they express. Overuse or under use of punctuation

isoften formed on by many writers or editors of English. Though punctuation

isfrequently a matter of personal style, violation of well-established customs makes

anypiece of writing look awkward to many readers. Thus, mechanics of writing is a

verybasicconceptinwritingprocess.

Coherence.Coherencerefers totherelationshipbetweenanutterance

andthemeaningitconveys.Itisthesemanticrelationshipofdifferentsenseunitsbetweenand

amongthe utterances.Theselinksmaybebasedontheshared knowledgebetween the

writer and the readers. Generally a paragraph has a coherence, if it is

aseriesofsentencesthatdevelopamainideas(i.e.withatopicsentenceandsupportingdetails

which relate to it). Ideas and thoughts should be connected logically in a

pieceofwriting.

So,Harmer, (2004,pp.24-25)says,

Text to have coherence it needs to have some kinds of internal logicwhich the

reader can follow with or without the use of the prominentcohesive devices

where a text is coherent the reader can understand atleast two thing's:(i) The

writer's purpose the reader should be able

tounderstandwhatthewriter'spurposeis.Isittogiveinformation, suggesta course

of action make a judgment on a book or a play, or express anopinion about old

events, or example? A coherent text will not mask thewriter's purpose ii) the

writer's line of thought, the reader able to followthe writer's line of reasoning

if the text is discursive piece. If on the

otherhand,itisanarrativethereadershouldbeabletofollowthestoryandnotgetconfu

sedbythe timejumpsandtoomanycharacters etc.

Anyway,coherence issemanticand logicalrelationship

betweendifferentunitsoflanguageinatext.
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Cohesion.Cohesion refers to the grammatical and or lexical relationships

betweendifferent elements of a text. This may be the relationship between different

sentencesorbetweendifferentpartsofasentence.Sentential

cohesionoccurswithinasentencewhereas textualcohesionoccurs across sentences.

Similarly,inthewordsofHarmer(2004,p.22),

When we write a text we have a number of linguistic techniques at our

disposalto make sure that are prose 'sticks together'. We can for example use

lexicalrepetitionand /orchainsofwordswithin samelexicalsetthroughatext to

havethiseffect.

Orthographic and paraortho graphic texts.Orthography deals particularly

withwriting system and spelling system. Different languages of the world use

differenttypes of writing; for example, logographic writing, syllabic writing and

alphabeticwriting. It is equally important to draw students' attention to the fact how

Paraorthographic texts can convey the same meaning more clearly and more

precisely.Regardingthis,O‟Grady

(1997,p.554)says,“Paraorthographictextsincludecharts,table,graphs,etc.Studentsshoul

d betrained toconvertaprosetext into Paraorthographicdisplayorviceversa”.

Sincemystudyhasbeenbasedonguidedwriting,componentsofwritingplay

verycrucialrolefordevelopingskillsinguidedwriting.

Types of free composition.Composition writing can be of various types

depending upon the purpose of the writer and the genre he/she is involved in. The

main types of free writing are as follows:

Narrative(narratinganincident/story).Narrativecompositionincludessimpleret

oldstories, histories, autobiographies (story of personal life), personal

experience,everyday life etc. The students are given simple narrative structures to

write freecomposition. After that, students should follow simple structures

themselves, e.g. ‘abad dream that frightened Samjhana,’ ‘your journey to Madi,’ ‘an

unforgettablemomentinmylife’etc.
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Descriptive(describingintheformofanessayorparagraph).Describingisatypeof

free writing on which the students express their ideas in the form of an essay

orparagraph,e.g.‘Writeanessayabout‘RiversinNepal’.

Reflective (replying in the form of a letter or application).Replying is

anotherkind of free writing. It is also creative writing. In thiswriting, the students

readtheletter/application or wanted notice and writethe reply taking care of

theactualpurpose.

Explanatory (explainingthereasonsforsomething

etc.).Explainingisthefourthkindoffreewriting.Itisalsoacreativewriting.

Learnersthinkaboutthetopics of paragraph/essay and they write about the subject

matters which areresponsiblefor.

Imaginative ( pretending to be the different).Imaginative composition is a

form offree composition in which students imagine themselves as different persons,

or

beinginadifferentplace.Imaginedcharactermaybethewriterhimself/herselforsomeoneels

e.Fictionwritingorliterarywritingisanexample ofimaginativewriting

Stages of free writing.Learning to write coherently and in a way which is

appropriate for one’s purpose and audience is something which many people can never

easily manage in

aforeignlanguagebecausethereexistanumberofconflictingtheoriesofplanningandteachin

gacourseinwriting. Mostoften, processapproachisusedinteachingwritingrather than

genre-based approach. Process approach in writing consists of four basicstages.

Thefourbasicstagesofteachingwritingare:

i) Planning ii) Making an outline iii) Preparing the first draft and iv) Revising,

editingandproducingthefinaldraft.

The term process writing has been bandied about quite a while in

EFL/ESLclassrooms. It is no more than writing process approach to teaching writing.

Processwriting in the classroom may be constructed as a programme of instruction

whichprovides students with a series of planned learning experiences to help
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themunderstand thenatureofwritingateverypoint.WhiteandArndt(1991,p.47) presentthe

followingmodelforwritingprocess:

Free writing activities.Free writing is a complex activity, which requires a

variety of skills. It involves the production and arrangement of written sentences in an

appropriate way. At this stage, the learners know how to select the appropriate

vocabulary andstructure to express their ideas in a meaningful way. They can express

their ideasfreely in this stage. Hedge (1986, p.6) states that “freestyle contains many

differenttypes of writing for a range of purposes, for example, writing letters,

articles,instructions, notes and reports.” It has sometimes been called speed writing or

quickwriting because its main feature is writing as quickly as possible without

stopping.Another main feature of free writing is that the writer concentrates on

content ratherthanontheform.Inthisway,theprimaryfocusisongettingasmany

ideasdownonpaper as possible. At a later stage quality can take over from quantity in

a process ofselectionandredrafting.

Among the above mentioned types of free writing activities, the main

focushereisontheparagraphwriting,dialoguewriting,letterwriting,reportwritingandessa

y writing which are briefly described below.

Paragraph writing.A paragraph can be defined as a piece of writing in which

one’s thought as the central idea or controlling idea is developed by means of

supporting details. The supporting details can be examples, reasons, comparative

statements, or other related facts. Every good paragraph should have a controlling

idea, to which its sentences are related. A paragraph is regarded as a good one only if

the readers can completely understand the unit of information it contains; and if its

central or controlling idea is completely developed by means of appropriate

supporting details. There are different types of paragraphs such as descriptive,

narrative, expository, reflexive etc.

Dialogue writing.The literal meaning of ‘dialogue’ is the conversation or talk

between two people; but there can be more than two participants of characters in a

conversation, involved. Dialogue takes place in real life situations. There must be a

topic or subject for a dialogue. We never converse without any purpose. So a dialogue

is a conversation or a talk on a topic for a particular purpose between two or among
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more characters. “A dialogue literally means ‘talk between two people”. (Dave et.

al.1988). According to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, “a dialogue is a

conversation or talk.” There are formal and informal dialogues.

Letter writing.Letter writing is an art. It is the complete communication

between friends, relatives and organizations. The information imparted by the letters

should be clear and natural. The language and style differ from one letter to another.

For instance, a personal letter is normally written in personal and informal style; and

it can consist of colloquialisms, slang and dialects as well. On the other hand, a

business letter or an official letter is written in a formal and impersonal style. The

types of letter are personal letter, business letter, official letter, informal letter, letter

of application etc.

Report writing.A report is a factual account of something heard, seen, done,

studied, experimented etc. which is published or broadcast in written or spoken form

and isintended to the target receiver. A report writer can include his opinion and

recommendation on the basis of the fact observed or resulted. The form of the report

has to such that the intended receiver must draw the information from the report

quickly and easily. The main types of report are reporting events, reporting excursions

and newspaper report.

Essay writing.‘An essay’ means a piece of composition on a topic. The

definition of it literally varies from person to person but the entire semanticity of

different definition, to some extent, seems to be similar. Oxford Advanced Learners

Dictionary defines ‘essay’ as a “piece of writing usually short and in prose, on any

one subject”.

Narayanaswami (2000) says:

The essay is a long piece of composition on a theme or subject. It is self

content, that is, it has a beginning, middle and an end. The beginning usually

introduces the subject in general form. The middle of the essay develops the

theme and presents the writer’s thought on it. Then the essay is brought to a

Close in a suitable concluding passage (p.92).
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The main types of essay are; descriptive, narrative, expository and reflective

essay.

Review of Related Empirical Literature

Tocarryouttheresearch,Itookhelpfromdifferentbooks,journals, articlesand the

research works previously carried out in this field. Some ofthe reviewedliterature's are

mentionedhereinthefollowingparagraphs:

Giri(1981)carriedouta studyon“Acomparative

studyofEnglishLanguageProficiency of the Students Studying in Grade Ten in basic

level schools ofDoti and Kathmandu District.” He selected ten (five from each)

government-aidedschools from those two districts using lottery system. From those

schools, he took100(fiftyfromeachdistrict)studentsthroughrandomsampling

asthesampleforhisstudy.Hisstudywasaimed to find

outthestudents’abilityofconversationandnormalspeechinEnglish.

ThefindingwasthatthestudentsofsecondarylevelstudyinginKathmanduwerebetterthanth

oseofstudyinginDoti.

Paudel (1999) carried out a study on “Comparative Study of English

Language Writing Proficiency in Higher basic level schools of Gulmi and

Kathmandu.” The main objective of his study was to investigate the writing

proficiency of the twelfth graders of Gulmi and Kathmandu districts. The finding

of his study was that the students of urban areas were better than that of rural

areas.This study explicitly showed that students of humanities and science

faculties, specially the girls had better proficiency.

Similarly, Aryal (2001) carried out a study on “Listening Proficiency of

Grade Ten Students.” The objectives of his study were to find out the listening

proficiency of the students in both seen and unseen texts and to compare it with

the students of different schools of Gorkha district on the basis of the availability

of appropriate listening test materials. The major finding of this study was that

there was no significance difference between the proficiency in the seen and

unseen text.Similarly, the listening test materials provided to this level are not so

appropriate.
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Bhattarai (2001) carried out a study on “The Use of Punctuation in Free

Writing.” The main objective of his study was to establish the hierarchies of the

total use, correct use and erroneous use of punctuation marks on the basis of

their frequency in the written texts and to analyze their hierarchies. It did not

cover the whole area of punctuation. Students used altogether thirteen items of

punctuation marks. Only eleven items of punctuation were found erroneous.

Bhattarai (2002) carried out a study on “A Comparative Study of Writing

Proficiency of Bachelor Level Students.” The main objective of his study was to

find out the writing proficiency of bachelor level students’ in free and guided

writing and to compare it between the boys and girls. The finding of his study

was that the students of bachelor level are more proficient in guided writing than

in the free writing.Similarly, he found out that there was no significant

difference between the proficiency of boys and girls.

Sah (2003) carried out a study on “A Writing Proficiency of Class Nine

students.” The main objective of his study was to find out the proficiency of nine

graders in free and guided writing and the main finding of his study was that the

students were seen more proficient in guided writing than in free writing with

the mean score 23.725 and 18.85 respectively.

Ghimire (2004) carried out a research entitled “A Study on the

Proficiency of the Students in Writing Skills.” The main purpose of his study

was to find out and compare the students’ proficiency in pronunciation and to

compare the proficiency of the boys and girls. The finding shows that

performance of the boys was better than that of the girls. In the same way,

Khanal (2007) carried out a research entitled “Letter Writing Ability of Grade

Ten students’.” The main purpose of his study was to find out the students’

proficiency in using different mechanics of writing and language used in

different kinds of letter writing. The finding shows that the students were poor in

the proper use of mechanices of writing. They obtained only 37 marks in

average, out of 100.

Kafle (2008) conducted a research entitled “A Study on the Proficiency in

Guided Writing.” The main purpose of this study was to find out and compare
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the students’guided writing proficiency and to find their weaknesses and

strengths in writing. For this study, 60 students of class ten of Kathmandu valley

and ten students from 6 schools were taken. He used test items as the tool for

data collection, he found that the proficiency of girls was better than of boys and

private school’s proficiency was better than of public school.

Paudel (2008) carried out a research on “Proficiency of Grade Nine

Students in Free and Guided Writing.” The main purpose of this study was to

find out the proficiency of grade nine Students’ in free and guided writing. The

finding of his study was that the students were seen more proficient in guided

writing than in free writing.

Likewise, Karki (2010) is carrying out a research entitled “Grade Seven

Students’Proficiency in Guided Writing.” The main objective of his study was to

find out the grade seven students’ proficiency in guided writing and to compare

the proficiency ofgirls and boys belonging to community schools. The finding of

the study shows that only 37% of the students obtained above the average marks

and other63% of the students obtained below average marks. In total, the boys

were more proficient than the girls.

Implications of the Review for the Study

In literature review, the central concern is to examine, explore and

evaluatewhat has been studied before relating this topic and attempt to establish the

relevanceinformation in this study. Therefore, for this research paper I have reviewed

someresearch works and sources related to letter grading system including books,

journals,articles, reports,

anddifferentthesissubmittedtothedepartmentofEnglisheducationand so on. Honestly, I

have visited different websites as well. After reviewing theseentire sources and

research works helped me to bring clarity and focus on researchproblem, improve

methodology and contextualize the findings and also got lots ofideasforpreparing

thisresearchwork.Itisequally importanttoexamine andevaluate what has been said and

what has not been said yet for finding new area forfurtherresearch.

In the above discussion, I have reviewed both theoretical ideas and



21

empiricalstudies related to the topic. They are all related to some study area from

theempirical research study. I got information about the various procedures needed to

conduct research study. They provided researcher a lot of information

regardingsampling strategy, use of tools, analysis and interpretation procedures. All

thesetheoretical and empirical studies helped me to carry out my research study.

Theystood as the backbone of my research study to make more informative and

reliable.The entire sources have helped me to bring the clarity andfocus on

researchproblem,selectmethodologyandestimatethe findings.

Conceptual Framework

Theconceptualframework isthepictorialrepresentationofthe

researchstudy.Through the review of the related literature's mentioned in the preview

section, I iscurious enough to carry out the study to investigate the proficiency

ofgrade sevenstudents. Theconceptualframeworkofthisresearchstudywasasfollows:

Proficiency of Grade SevenStudents on

Free Writing Skills In terms of

- ParagraphWriting

-EssayWriting

-Dialogue Writing

-LetterWriting

– Preposition

– Punctuation

– Spelling

Analysis

Test Items

Findings
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Chapter III

Research Methodology

This chapter deals with the methodology adopted by I whilecarrying outthe

research. I adopted the following research methodology to carry out theresearch:

Design of the Study

To carry out this study, I adopted survey research design. Survey research is

atype of research which tries to study large and small population by selecting

andstudying samples in order to accomplish research purpose. It represents a wide

rangeoftarget population.Thisisthemostcommonlyuseddesign ineducation

inalloftheresearch. It also gathers data which can be processed statically. Similarly,

Kerlinker(1986) as cited in Ojha and Bhandary (2013, p.201) argues that survey

research is akind of research which studies large and small population or universe by

selectingand studying sample selected from the population to discover the relative

incidence,distributionandinterrelationshipofsocialand psychologicalvariables.

Surveyresearchdesignisasuperficialandmoreimportantresearchdesigntostudy

and obtain opinion, attitudes and beliefs. Therefore, I selected survey researchdesign

for my research study which has provided and directed me to complete myresearch

easily. I examined proficiency of students in free writing at basic level bytakinga

surveyoftheirfreewritingpracticesinthegiventest.

The main reason to use survey research is Surveys provide researchers

withreliable, usable, primary data to inform business decisions. They are

importantbecausethedatacomesdirectlyfromtheindividuals

youhaveidentifiedinyourgoal.Andsurveysgiveyouadetailed,systematic

waytoviewandanalyzeyourdata.

Sources of Data

I used only primary sources of data in this research study. The primarysource

wasusedforcollectingandanalyzingthedata.
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The students of grade seven who took part in the test program and the

teachersteaching English in the related classes as well as the related schools of

Nepalgunjwere theprimarysourcesofdata.The primarydatawere

mainlycollectedfromthestudents of grade seven students of the selected schools.

Likewise, I

hadcollectedsecondarydatafromarticles,thesis,journals,websites,booksandresearch.

Population, Sample and Sampling Strategy

All the students studying in class seven in community schools of

Nepalgunjwere the study population for this study. The sample size of this study was

forty. Atenpercentstudentofgradeseven

fromeachschoolwasselectedasasampleforthisstudy.Forthisresearchwork,Ifirstofall,sele

ctedthreegovernment-aidedbasiclevel schools by using simple random sampling

procedure (10 Percent from eachschool) . Then I selected students from each school

as a sample for study by usingsimple random sampling procedure. I used the fish-

bowl draw method to select thesamplefromthewholeclass

Tools for Data Collection

The main tools for data collection were the test items. I prepared the

samplequestions to find out the writing proficiency of the students selected

fromgovernment-aided schools. Those test items contained seven varieties of

writingactivities (e.g. choosing the correct punctuation, ability to find oft correct

spellingparagraph writing, letter writing and essay writing) each carrying different

marks(10-25). I evaluated those tasks in terms of organization of information,

grammar,coherence,cohesion,clarity,andmechanicsofwriting.

The main criteria followed by I while evaluating the students’

freewritingproficiencywereas follows:

S.N. Criteria Marksallocated
1 Organizationofinformation 2
2 Properuse ofmechanicsofwriting 2
3 Clarityof writing 2
4 Grammar 2
5 Economyandcompleteness 2
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Total 10

Similarly,theproficiencyofthestudentswasdeterminedintotheratingscalegivenbe

low:

ObtainedMarks 80 andabove 70-80 60-

70

50-60 40-50 Below 40

ProficiencyLevelExcellent Verygood Good Average Belowaverage Poor

Process of Data Collection

Tocollectthedata, Ipreparedthetestitemsbasedonthelevelofstudents.Then I

visited the selected schools and contacted the school authority for themanagement of

proper time to conduct the tests. Before distributingthe test items, Iconsulted the

students and made them clear about the nature and purpose of the task.Then,he

conductedthe testandcollectedthe answersheets ofthe students.

Ethical Considerations

Before collecting the data, I took permission with the supervisorfor the

betterment of mystudy. I followed the rules and norms of research and was careful

while taking citation fromother sources. I took only required data and information. I

did not go against of mysupervisorandparticipantswhileanalyzingandinterpreting

thedata.Imaintainedthelegacy of ethnic research.The information taken from the

different schools was only for mystudynotforpublicity.
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Chapter IV

Analysis and Interpretation of The Data

This is the focal part of the study. It deals with the presentation, analysis

andinterpretationofthedatawhicharecollectedbyIfromthethree

selectedschoolsofNepalgunj. There were test items related with free writing

namelyability of thestudentstofind

outthecorrectpunctuationandspelling,paragraphwriting,letterwritingandessaywriting.A

fterthecollectionofanswersheetsofthestudents,Ichecked andassigned

themarkstothoseanswersgiven bythe students.

After that, the collected data was tabulated, analyzed and interpreted

descriptively

aswellasusingappropriatestatisticaltoolsanddiagrams.Ianalyzedandinterpretedthedata

in terms of total proficiency, school-wise proficiency and item-wise

proficiencyofthestudents infreewriting.

Holistic Proficiency in Free Writing

The overall proficiency of the students of all selected schools has

beenanalyzed and interpreted in details using mean and percentile calculation in

freewriting in this heading. The following table shows the overall proficiency of

thestudentsinfreewritingintermsofparagraphwriting,letterwritingandessaywriting:

Table 1

Holistic Proficiency of the Students in Free Writing

S.N. No.ofStudents MarksObtainedinFreeWriting Remarks

Average PassPercentage

1 40 19.025 10 Poor

The table shows that forty students were selected from three schools

ofNepalgunjsubmetropolitancity.Thestudentswhowereselectedfromeachschoolwere

evaluated by a set of test items related to free writing. It also shows that themean

score obtained by the students in free writing was 10.025 (out of 100)
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whichmakes)10percentpass inaverage.Theresultintotalseemstobepoor.

School-wise Proficiency in Free Writing

The proficiency of the students of Shree Sharada

AdharbhutVidhyalaya,DhambojiSecondarySchooland

ShreeNepalRastriyaAdharbhutSchoolinwritinghasbeenanalyzedandinterpretedindetail

susing meanand percentilecalculation.Thefollowingtableshowstheschool-

wisecomparisonofproficiencyinfreewriting:

Table 2

School-wise Proficiency of the Students in Free Writing

S.N. VariableSchool No.ofStudents Marks Obtained
(outof100)

Remarks

Average Pass Percentage
1 S.N.R.A.S. 14 14.42 0 Poor
2 S.S.A.V. 13 12.07 0 Poor
3 D.S.S. 13 22.76 47.6 Most

Thetableshowsthat theoverallaveragescoreand

percentagewere16.21.Thestudents of D.S.S. were seen the most proficient in writing

with the average scoreof 22.76 and the students of S.S.A.V. were seen the least

proficient in free writing withtheaveragescoreof12.07.

Item-wise Proficiency in Free Writing

Under this heading, the proficiency of the students of all selected schools

ineach item has been analyzed and interpreted in details with the help of mean

andpercentilecalculation.

Thefollowingtableshowstheproficiencyofthestudentsinparagraphwriting:

Table 3

Proficiency of the Students in Paragraph Writing

S.N. VariableSchool No.ofStudentsMarks Obtained(outof25) Remarks
Average Percentage

1 S.N.R.A.S. 14 4.0 40
2 S.S.A.V. 13 3.2 32
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3 D.S.S. 13 4.5 45
Total &Average 40 3.90 39 Satisfactory

The above table shows that the overall proficiency of students in

paragraphwritingwas3.90or39%.Amongthestudentsofthesethreeschools,the

studentsofD.S.SwerefoundtobethemostproficientandthestudentsofS.S.A.V.werefoundt

obe theleastproficientinparagraph writing.

ThefollowingtableshowstheproficiencyofthestudentsinApplicationwriting

Table 4

Proficiency of the Students in Application Writing

S.N. VariableSchool No.ofStudents Marks Obtained
(outof25)

Remarks

Average Percentage
1 S.S.A.V. 14 6.0 60
2 D.S.S. 13 6.0 60
3 S.N.R.A.S. 13 6.5 65 Most

Total&Average 40 6.17 61.67

The above table shows that the overall proficiency of students in

applicationwriting was 6.17 or 61.67 %. Among the students of these three schools,

the

studentsofS.N.R.A.S.werefoundtobethemostproficientandthestudentsofD.S.S.andS.S.

A.V.werefoundtobetheleastproficientinapplicationwriting.Howeverthemarksobtainedb

ythestudentsarebelowthe average.

Thefollowing

tableshowstheproficiencyofthestudentsinwritingdescriptionaboutfestival:

Table 5

Proficiency of the Students in Writing Description about Festivals

S.N. VariableSchool No.ofStudents Marks Obtained(outof15) Remarks

Average Percentage

1 S.N.R.A.S. 14 5.1 51

2 S.S.A.V. 13 4.8 48 Least
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3 D.S.S. 13 5.5 55 Most

Total&Average 40 5.13 51.33

Theabovetable showsthat theoverallproficiencyofstudentsis5.13and

51.33%.Amongthestudentsofthesethree schools,the studentsofD.S.S.

describingaboutfestivalswas5.5or55%werefoundtobethemostproficient and the

students of S.S.A.V.were found to be least proficient indescribingthefestivals.

Thefollowingtableshowsthe proficiencyofthestudentsinessaywriting:

Table 6

Proficiency of the Students in Essay Writing

S.N. VariableSchool No.ofStudents MarksObtained (out
of25)

Remarks

Average Percentage
1 S.N.R.A.S. 14 4.5 45 Most
2 S.S.A.V. 13 2.3 23 Least
3 D.S.S. 13 2.6 26

Total&Average 40 3.13 31.33

Theabovetableshowsthat theoverallproficiency ofstudentswerefound tobe 3.13

0r 31.33 percent. The students of S.N.R.A.S. were the most proficient

andthestudentsofS.S.A.V.werefound to beleastproficientinessaywriting.

Total Item-wise Proficiency in Writing

Thefollowingtableshowsthetotalitem-

wiseproficiencyofthestudentsinfreewriting:

Table 7

Total Item-wise Proficiency of the Students in Free Writing

S.N. Type ofWriting Marks Obtained Remarks
Average Percentage

1 Punctuation 3.17 31.7
2 Spelling 5.04 50.4

ParagraphWriting 3.90 39
3 ApplicationWriting 6.17 61.67 Most
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4 WritingDescriptionon
festivals

5.13 51.33

5 EssayWriting 3.13 31.33 Least
Total 4.42 44.2

The above table showsthe totalaveragemarksandthe totalpercentageofthemarks

obtained by the students in different types of free writing. It shows that thetotal

average marks and the percentage were 4.42 and 44.2 % respectively. It alsoreveals

that the students were most proficient in application writing and

leastproficientinessaywriting.
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Chapter V

Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations

Thisisthe finalchapterofthestudywhichdealswiththe twoconclusive partsofthe

researchworkviz.findingsandrecommendations.

Findings

This research attempts to find out the writing proficiency of grade seven

students. The main objectives of the research were to find out the free writing

proficiency of grade seven students of Neaplgunj city in terms of punctuation,

spelling, paragraph writing, letter writing, and essay, to compare the proficiency of

the students of community schools and also to make its item wise comparison and to

suggest some pedagogical implications . After the completion of the analysis and

interpretation of data, mainly I found that many of the students were poor in writing

proficiency and only few students were good.

Furthermore the major findings of the study were summarized on the basis of

above mentioned objectives which are as follows:

Holistic proficiency of the students in free writing.The forty students were

selected from three community schools of Neaplgunj sub metropolitan city. Students

were selected from each school were evaluated by a set of test items related to free

writing. The mean score obtained by students in free writing was 10.025(out of 100)

which makes 10 percent pass in average.

School wise proficiency of the students in the free writing. The average

score and percentage of school wise proficiency of the students in free writing were

16.21. The students of D.S.S. were more proficient in with the average score of 22.76

and the students of S.S.A.V. were seen the least proficient in free writing with the

average score of 12.7

Proficiency of the students in paragraph writing.The overall proficiency of

students in paragraph writing was 3.90 or 39%. Among the students of these three

schools, the students of S.S.A.V were found to be the least proficient in paragraph
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writing .

Proficiency of the students in application writing. The overall proficiency

of students in application writing was 6.17 or 60.17%.among the students of three

schools, the students of S.N.R.A.S were found to the most proficient and the students

of D.S.S. and S.S.A.V were least proficient in application writing.

Proficiency of the student in writing description about festival. The

proficiency of students in writing festivals is 5.13 or 51.33% among the students of

three schools the student of D.S.S describing about festival was 5.5 or 55% were

found to be the most proficient and the students of S.S.A.V. were found to be least

proficient in describing the festival.

The overall proficiency of the students in essay writing. The overall

proficiency of the students in essay writing was found to be 3.13 or 31.33%. The

students of S.N.R.A.S. were the most proficient and the students of S.S.A.V. were

found to be least proficient in essay writing.

Total item wise proficiency of the students in free writing. The total

average marks and the total percentage of the marks often by the student in different

types of free writing were 4.42 or 44.2% respectively. The students were most

proficient in application writing and least proficient in essay writing. The student of

D.S.S. Were the most proficient and the student of S.S.A.V. were seen the least

proficient .in average, girls were found to be more proficient then the boys. The

average marks obtained by the girls and boys were 33.2% and 32.14% respectively.

Conclusions

The present research work entitled writing proficiency of grade seven

studentsis an attempt to find out the students proficiency. In this study, different items

such asessay writing proficiency, letter writing proficiency, paragraph writing

proficiency,dialoguewritingandtheir comparisontotheproficiencyofholistic,

schoolwise,itemwise and aspect wise variation. In terms of public schools, students

have been studied.The study revealed that the marks obtained or percentages by

public schools.
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Beforethisstudy,Ithoughtthatmajorityofthestudentshadweakproficiencyinfreewriting.T

hey could not take easily while writing a paragraph. I have realized that they did

nothave proper knowledge about punctuation. Majority that I have seen is students

werenot able to write a letter systematically and sequentially. Almost all lower

secondarylevelstudentscouldnotfocusonthe centralidea

oftheletter.Theycouldnotmaintain different parts of the letter properly. Basically,

many of the students werepoor.It has seen normally while taking different kinds of

test item. Through findings,we are in the position to say that only few students were

good. Some of the studentshadverygoodknowledgeaboutthecontent.

Recommendations

Onthebasisoffindings ofthestudy,I

haverecommendedsomepointswithinthreelevelsvizpolicy,practiceand furtherresearch.

Policy related.The government of Nepal should make the following policies

in order toimprove the level of proficiency in guided writing. It should formulate the

policy, forexample, to encourage the student center activities and discourage the

teacher centerednessin learning. Similarly, curriculum development center (CDC)

should incorporate moreexercises related to guide writing while designing the

newcourse. Last but not the least; theschool administration should utilize this study

toformulate the policy at secondary levelcoursebook.

Practice related.Inthislevel,teachers,studentsandother

practicerelatedpeoplecangetbenefitedbystudying this research. They can change

themselves by studying this study because the world ofpedagogy is shifting rapidly

from the authoritative to democratic. Similarly, teacher can change theirstrategy and

roles to develop the proficiency of students in guided writing of their own in the

necessityofclassroomandthelevelofthelearners.Itcanbesuggestedthatacademic

professionalshave tomake the real learners in the demand of time as required by the

content. It should not be the

obedientparrotsintheirlearningwhocanrotethegivenquestionsandassignments

linebyline. Forexample, asit was found in my study that private schoolstudents are

better in guided writing activities in Englishbecause of more exposure and practice
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time, it is recommended that the teachers have to provide muchexposureandletthe

students practicemoreinEnglish.

Further research

related.ThecurrentstudyonlyhasbeenlimitedtothegradesevenstudentsofNepalgunj.Itha

salsoonlystudied someoftheguidedwritingactivities.This is why the other researchers

can study on the other level and other remainingactivities for writing proficiency.

This work can serve as a reference tool for

thosewhowanttocarryoutfurtherresearchesontheareaofwriting. Thefollowingcanbethe

furtherareas ofresearchrelatedtothestudy;

a. Theycancarryoutstudyonproficiencyinguidedwritingusingotheractivities totest.

b. Similarly,theycanalsocarryoutastudyinactionresearchdesignon“the role of

guided writing activities in enhancing English languageproficiency‟.
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Appendix

QuestionsfortheStudents

Attemptallquestions: Time1.30

Fullmark-100

Name:…………………………………………………………………………

RollNo………...................................................................................................

School………………………………………………………………………….

Set-A

A) Attempt all mechanics questions:- (10)

1) Put the tick () the letter a, b, c, or d the correct punctuation. (1)

a) To masked me if I was going to the meeting.

b) To masked me, If I was going to the meeting.

c) To masked me, if I was going to the meeting?

d) To masked me if I was going to the meeting.

2) Put the tick (()the letter a, b, c, or d of the incorrect spelling. (1)

a) Judge b)lawyer c)thief d)teacher

3) Rewrite the following sentences to correct the punctuation marks. (8)

a) Jane and Jack went to the market

b) When did he leave for the market

c) What a beautiful flower

d) Thanks for all your help Nita

e) He was hurt he knew she only said it to upset him

f) She bought four things a shirt a pair of shoes a scarf and a story book

g) I have a part time job

h) Hes done the work on time



Set- B

1) Write an application for two days sick leave to the principal of your school.[25]

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

2) Write a short paragraph describing your village/town. Use the given clues.[25]

Name-location-area covered-where does the name come from?- Special features your

likes and dislikes about your town /village

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………….................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………



Set-C

1) Which festival have you celebrated recently? Write a short description of it.

Describe what people do at the festival.[15]

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………



2) Write an essay about “Children's day” in about 180 words.[25]

………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………



Appendix II

Marks Obtained by the Individual Students

1. Shree Nepal Rastriya Adharbhut School, Nepalgunj-2, Banke

S.N. Name of Students Full Marks Obtained Marks

1 Saugat tharu 100 20

2 Juberali 100 40

3 Nabraj Dhakal 100 32

4 Dipesh Chauhan 100 26

5 Pawan Rokaya 100 23

6 Ajaya Chaudhary 100 16

7 Aarju BK 100 13

8 Madhavi Bohora 100 26

9 Madhuri Gadariya 100 11

10 SonikaTharu 100 18

11 Susma Karki 100 25

12 Prativa Punmagar 100 21

13 Pabitra Bohora 100 17

14 Karuna Rai 100 35

2. DhambojiSecondarySchoolNepalgunj-1,Banke

S.N. NameofStudents FullMarks ObtainedMarks

1 Dinesh shahithakuti 100 28

2 Shivaraj Bist 100 40

3 Subas Dulal 100 28

4 Arjun regmi 100 26

5 Padam Bhusal 100 15

6 Bikash Shahi 100 11

7 Rama Sunar 100 12

8 Anju Ahir 100 22

9 Anjali Chaudhary 100 40

10 Grisha Oli 100 42

11 Jharana Bam 100 14

12 Nisha B.k 100 16

13 Babita B.K 100 21



3. ShreeSharadaAdharbhutVidhyalayaNepalgunj-10,Banke

S.N. Name of Students Full Marks Obtained Marks

1 Santosh Kashyal 100 9

2 Momin Seikh 100 9

3 Durgesh Raidesh 100 13

4 Nabin Bishwakarma 100 16

5 Krishna Sharma 100 22

6 RoshanThapa 100 11

7 Aryan Bhandari 100 14

8 PoojaTharu 100 9

9 Aruna Dhobi 100 7

10 Lucky Shahi 100 1

11 Sangita Dhobi 100 3

12 NirmalaYadav 100 2

13 Pushpa Kumari 100 7


