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Abstract

This thesis explores the influences of nationalist culture on the performance of

Limbu death rite, Khauma. The performance of the death rite Khauma in Limbu

community has got the gradual influence of nationalist culture. The death rite Khauma

is performed by Phedangma enchanting Mundhum orally and meat, alcohol, head of

he goat and buffalo, salt, ginger, garlic and other things are prepared for the dead

person. But in some place of Limbu community, the priest (sewa sawa) reads the

written text Mundhum and sel rottee (bread), beaten rice and vegetarian things are

prepared for dead person. Like in Hindu community, the priest reads the written text

Ved and sel rottee, beaten rice and vegetarian things are prepared for deceased person,

the Limbus observe pollution period four days and three days for male and female

respectively but in Hindu community they observe the pollution period for thirteen

days as well as complete all funeral performance within thirteen days. Nowadays, in

Limbu community, they also perform all death ceremonial performance within ninth

or eleventh days as Hindu's funeral performance.



Contents

Acknowledgements

Abstracts

I. Limbus and Their Cultural Heritage 1

The Death Rite Khauma as a Ritual Performance 10

II. Nation, Nationalism and Communal Culture 23

Communal Culture and Identity 28

Tension between National and Communal Culture 30

III. Influence of Nationalist Culture in Limbu Death Rite Khauma 34

Effect of Conflict and Civil War in Limbu Culture 40

VI. Conclusion 43

Works Cited


