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Abstract

Joseph Heller's Catch-22 features the status of the protagonist, John Yossarian as an

antihero because he lacks heroic ideals and virtues. Therefore, it is necessary to show contrast

to Aristotelian typology of hero as set forth by Aristotle. Then the research leads to

resemblances of antiheroic character traits with the attributes of Picaro, yet he is devoid of

other essential qualities like immorality, self-centrism, anger and inaction of Yossarian

regarding his activities and relationships with the people around him. So, the focus of this

research is to study John Yossarian as an anti-hero thereby providing a necessary expanse of

clarification.

The protagonist in the novel desperately tries to avoid the combat mission on different

pretensions. To achieve this goal, Yossarian fakes the doctors, which is his mockery. It is a

trait of the protagonist to save the others, but he is a self-centered man, who wants to save

himself rather than the nation and others. He behaves with the people in quarrelsome manner.

He never regrets what he does. He is a selfish man. He neglects simple nature of human

being. In this way, he never plays the heroic act. Selfishness, self-centrism, anger, passivity,

and unregretful nature characterize his actions and attitude.



Contents

Page No.

Acknowledgements

Abstract

I: Chapter One: Introduction 1-11

Introduction to the Topic 1

Joseph Heller: Life and Works 2

Historical Context 6

Critical Reception 8

II: Chapter Two: Concept of Antihero 12-31

Aristotle's Concept of Hero 12

Traits of Antihero 16

Antiheroic Characters in Picaresque Novels 21

Antiheroes in Post War Literature 27

III: Chapter Three: Ideas of Antihero and John Yossarian 31-45

Portrayal of Yossarian 31

Self Centrism 33

Un-heroic Journey and Misadventures 35

Antiheroic role of other Characters 37

Failure, Frustration and Anger 39

Catch-22 Situation 40

Illogical Structure and Use of Debased Language 43

IV: Chapter Four: Conclusion 46-49

Works Cited 50-51


