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ABSTRACT

The thesis entitled Teachers’ Beliefs Towards Learners’ Role in ELT

Classroom is an attempt to explore teachers’ beliefs towards learners’

role in ELT classroom. The study was mainly conducted considering the

fact that it adds a brick in the field of teacher development and ELT and

helps English teachers to make their class lively. Similarly, this study was

conducted by considering the fact that teachers’ beliefs towards learners’

role shape the teaching behaviour of the English language teachers. The

study was carried out to find out teachers’ beliefs towards learners’ role

in ELT classroom. To meet the objectives of this research, 10 teachers

who are teaching in different schools of Tanahun district were selected as

the primary sources of data and I used interview as a tool for data

collection. This research concludes that most of the teachers hold beliefs

that learners are more important than the teacher in the classroom and

learners cannot learn English passively, they should be active in the

classroom. It means learners cannot learn only from teachers so they have

to explore, read different types of resources and take active participation

in different types of activities. Similarly all teachers hold beliefs that

learners can help for teachers’ professional development.

I have divided this thesis into four chapters: Introduction, Methodology,

Analysis and Interpretation and Findings and Recommendations. The first

chapter deals with the general background, review of the related

literature, objectives of the study and the significance of the study. The

second chapter contains the methodology which is sub-chaptered as the
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sources of data, sampling procedure, tools for data collection, process of

data collection and the limitations of the study. The third chapter includes

the analysis and interpretation of the data obtained from the field. The last

or the fourth chapter reports the findings along with recommendations in

which some pedagogical implications have been recommended on the

basis of the findings of the study.



xi

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.

Declaration i

Recommendation for Acceptance ii

Recommendation for Evaluation iii

Evaluation and Approval iv

Dedication v

Acknowledgements vi

Abstract viii

Table of Contents x

List of Symbols and Abbreviation xiii

CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 General Background 1

1.1.1 Teachers' Beliefs 3

1.1.2 Sources of Teachers' Beliefs 4

1.1.2.1 Teachers' own experiences as language learners 4

1.1.2.2 Experiences of what works best 5

1.1.2.3 Established practice 5

1.1.2.4 Personality factors 5

1.1.2.5 Educationally based or research-based principles 5

1.1.2.6 Principles derived from an approach or method 6

1.1.3 Teacher Development Through Teachers' Beliefs 6

1.1.4 Categories of Teachers' Beliefs 8

1.1.4.1 English 8

1.1.4.2 Learning 8



xii

1.1.4.3 Teaching 8

1.1.4.4 The Programme and Curriculum 8

1.1.4.5 Language Teaching as a Profession 9

1.1.5 Teacher Beliefs and Student Learning 9

1.1.6 Relationship Between Teachers' Maxims and Beliefs 10

1.1.7 Beliefs About Different Aspects of ELT 11

1.1.7.1 Beliefs About English 11

1.1.7.2 Beliefs About Learning 12

1.1.7.3 Beliefs About Teaching 13

1.1.7.4 Beliefs About the Programme and the Curriculum 13

1.1.7.5 Beliefs About Language Teaching as a Profession 14

1.1.8 Learner Belief System 15

1.1.9 English Language Teaching 17

1.1.9.1 Learners' Role in ELT Classroom 19

1.1.9.2 Teachers' Role in ELT Classroom 21

1.2 Review of the Related Literature 23

1.3 Objective of the Study 25

1.4 Significance of the Study 25

CHAPTER TWO: METHODOLOGY

2.1 Sources of Data 26

2.1.1 Primary Sources of Data 26

2.1.2 Secondary Sources of Data 26

2.2 Sampling Procedure 27

2.3 Tools for Data Collection 27

2.4 Process of Data Collection 27

2.5 Limitations of the Study 28



xiii

CHAPTER THREE: ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

3.1 Importance of Learners in Teaching Learning Process 29

3.2 Learners' Role as Passive Listener 31

3.3 Learners' Role as Active Participant 33

3.4 Learners' Role as Explorer 36

3.5 Learners' Role as Collaborator 38

3.6 Learners' Role as Negotiator 40

3.7 Learners' Questioning Role 42

3.8 Learners' Role as Decision Maker 44

3.9 Learners' Role as Evaluator 46

3.10 Learners' Role as Tutor 47

3.11 Learners' Role for Teachers' Professional Development 49

CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 Findings 53

4.2 Recommendations 55

References

Appendices



xiv

LIST OF SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS

& - And

A.D. - Anno Domini

CUP - Cambridge University Press

Dr. - Doctor

ELF - English as a Lingua Franca

ELT - English Language Teaching

etc. - and so on (from Latin 'et cetera')

H.S.S. - Higher Secondary School

I1 - Interviewer

I2 -Interviewee

ibid. - In the same book and page number (from Latin 'ibidem')

Ma. Vi. - Madhyamic Vidhyala

M. Ed. - Master of Education

n.d. - Net Downloaded

No. - Number

OUP - Oxford University Press

P. - Page

Regd. - Registration

TPD - Teachers’ Professional Development

T.U. - Tribhuvan University


