
DOWRY SYSTEM IN THARU COMMUNITY
(A CASE STUDY OF HANSPOSA VDC IN SUNSARI DISTRICT, NEPAL)

A Thesis Submitted to

Central Department of Sociology/Anthropology

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, University Campus, Kirtipur

In Partial Fulfillment of the Degree of Master's in Sociology

Submitted By

Rita Lawati

Roll No. : 143/2064

T.U. Reg. 6-3-28-26-2005

Apirl, 2014

D
O

W
R

Y
 SY

ST
E

M
 IN

 T
H

A
R

U
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
-

R
ita L

aw
ati

2014



DOWRY SYSTEM IN THARU COMMUNITY
(A CASE STUDY OF HANSPOSA VDC IN SUNSARI DISTRICT, NEPAL)

A Thesis Submitted to

Central Department of Sociology/Anthropology

Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities, University Campus, Kirtipur

In Partial Fulfillment of the Degree of Master's in Sociology

Submitted By

Rita Lawati

Roll No. : 143/2064

T.U. Reg. 6-3-28-26-2005

Apirl, 2014



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Central Department of Sociology and Anthropology

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

RECOMMENDATION

This dissertation entitled “Dowry System in Tharu Community” has been

completed by Miss. Rita Lawati under my guidance and supervision. This dissertation

is the out came of her own intensive and independent research work and has been

prepared in the form as required by the faculty of Sociology/Anthropology study

Central Department of the Tribhuvan University, for partial fulfillment of the

requirement for a Degree of Master’s in Sociology. I finally forward if for approval.

_________________

Dr. Binod Pokhrel

Thesis Supervisor

Date: April 7, 2014



TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

Central Department of Sociology and Anthropology

Kirtipur, Kathmandu

ACCEPTANCE LETTER

We certify that Miss. Rita Lawati thesis entitled "DOWRY SYSTEM IN THARU

COMMUNITY” (A Case Study of Hansposa VDC in Sunsari District) has been

approved by the Thesis Evaluation Committee under the Central Department of

Sociology/Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University

Campus (T.U), in partial fulfillment of the requirements for a degree of Master’s in

Sociology.

Dissertation Committee Signature

Prof. Dr.Om Gurung ____________________

Department Head

Dr. Binod Pokhrel ____________________

Thesis Supervisor

Neeti Aryal Khanal ____________________

External Supervisor

Date:



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I feel honored to be a student of Central Department of Sociology/Anthropology of

Tribhuvan University and I would like to express here the words of gratefulness to the

department for gratefulness to the department for providing me a great opportunity for

this study.

A deep sense of gratitude goes to Prof. Dr. Om Gurung, Head of Central Department

of Sociology/Anthropology for me his precious advice and encouragement at all

times.

It is my great pleasure to express the highest regards to Dr. Binod Pokhrel, Lecturer,

Central Department of Sociology/Anthropology, TU, Kirtipur for his inspiration,

guidance and valuable suggestions.

I would like to thank first of all the people of Hansposa, Sunsari of their hospitality

and friend fullness to me. It is duty to thank all those respondents, local leaders and

general people who help me a lot in connection with my field work.

My sister Vesh Kumari Lawati, was of immense help to me, and to her in particular I

am deeply grateful.

My last and greatest debt I owe my husband Niten Bhujel whose supportiveness and

engagement enabled me to concentrate on finishing this research work.

Finally, I would like to thank Indra Shrestha and Jaya Budhathoki for their kind help

in Computer work.

Rita Lawati

Date:



TABLE OF CONTENT

Page No.

RECOMMENDATION LETTER

ACCEPTANCE LETTER

ACKNWEDGEMENT

LIST OF CONTENT

LIST OF TABLE

ABBREVIATION

WORD MEANING

CHAPTER ONE : INTRODUCTION 1-6

1.1 Background of the Study 1

1.2 Statement of the Problem 5

1.3 Objectives of the Study 6

1.4 Significance of the Study 6

CHAPTER TWO : LITERATURE REVIEW 7-15

CHAPTER THREE : RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 16-19

3.1 Introduction of Research Methodology 16

3.2 Study Area 16

3.3 Research Design 16

3.4 Sampling Procedure 16

3.5 Nature and Sources of Data 17

3.6 Tools and Techniques of Data Collection 17

3.6.1 Household Selection 17

3.6.2 Interview 18

3.6.3 Case Study/Life History 18

3.7 Limitations of the Study 19



CHAPTER FOUR : STATUS OF THARU 20-29

4.1 Study Area 20

4.2 Introduction of Sunsari District 20

4.3 Introduction of Hansposa VDC 20

4.4 Population Distribution by Cast in Hansposa VDC 21

4.5 Age and Sex Composition of Respondent HHs 21

4.6 Educational Status of Selected Households 22

4.7 Occupational Status of Selected Households 23

4.8 Composition of Marital Status of Selected Households 24

4.9 Land size of Households 25

4.10 Father’s Land size of Respondents 26

4.11 Father’s Income of Respondents 27

4.12 Types of Marriage by Sex of Respondents 28

CHAPTER FIVE : KNOWLEDGE ATTITUDE AND PRACTICE IN

THARU COMMUNITY OF DOWRY SYSTEM 30-48

5.1 Attitude towards Dowry System 30

5.1.1 Knowledge on Dowry System 30

5.1.2 Attitudes towards Give or Take dowry 30

5.1.3 Forms and Types of Dowry System 31

5.1.4 Way of Fulfilling Dowry Demand 32

5.1.5 Determinants of Dowry Demand 33

5.1.6 Responsible group of Spread of Dowry System 34

5.2 Cause and Consequence of Dowry System 36

5.2.1 Different Factors Affecting Dowry System 36

5.2.2 Impact of Dowry System 38

5.3 Practice of Dowry System 39



5.3.1 Experience of Giver or Take Dowry 40

5.3.2 Practice of Give or Take Dowry by Types of Family 40

5.3.3 Practice of Dowry by Demand or Wish 42

5.3.4 Dowry Fulfilled 43

5.3.5 Types of Taken or Given Dowry 43

5.3.6 Satisfaction of Dowry System 45

5.3.7 Knowledge about Legal Provision by Level of Education 46

5.3.8 Opinion of the Respondents about the Rate of NGO/INGOs to

Stop Dowry System 47

5.3.9 Opinion that Best Way of Avoiding Dowry System 48

CHAPTER SIX : SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 49-51

6.1 Summary 49

6.2 Conclusion 51

REFERENCE

APPENDIX



LIST OF TABLE

Page No.

Table No. 1 : Sampling Procedure 17

Table No. 2 : Distribution of population according to the caste of Hansposa VDC 21

Table  No. 3 : Distribution of Selected Household Population by Sex and Age 22

Table No. 4 : Distribution of Selected Household Population 6 years above by Four

Level of Education and Sex 23

Table No. 5 : Distribution of the Population Selected Households (15-59) Age Group

by Occupation 24

Table No. 6 : Distribution of Study Population aged 15 years above their marital status

by sex 25

Table No. 7 : Distribution Land Size of Selected Households 26

Table No. 8 : Distribution of Father’s Land Size of Respondent by Sex 27

Table no. 9 : Distribution of Father’s Income of Respondents by sex 28

Table No. 10 : Distribution of the Respondents according to their types of Marriage

by Sex 29

Table No. 11 : Attitudes towards give or take Dowry 30

Table No. 12 : Distribution of forms and Types of Dowry System 31

Table No. 13 : Way of fulfilling Dowry Demand 33

Table No. 14 : Distribution of Determinants of Dowry Demand 34

Table No. 15 : Distribution of Respondents Responsible for spread of Dowry System 35

Table No. 16 : Distribution of the reasons for Taking and Giving Dowry 36

Table No. 17 : Distribution of different Factors Affecting Dowry System 37

Table No. 18 : Distribution of Impact of Dowry System According to Respondents 39

Table No. 19 : Distribution of Respondent’s Experience of Give or Take Dowry 40

Table No. 20 : Experience of give or take Dowry 41

Table No. 21 : Distribution of Respondents Practice of Dowry by Demand or Wish 42

Table No. 22 : Distribution of Practice of Dowry Fulfilled According to Respondents 43



Table No. 23 : Distribution of Respondents that has Taken and Given

Materials as a Dowry 44

Table No. 24 : Distribution of Respondents that has Given or Taken

Amount as a Dowry 45

Table No. 25 : Distribution of Satisfaction of Dowry System 45

Table No. 26 : Distribution of Knowledge about legal Provision by

Level of Education Above of 6 years old) 47

Table No. 27 : Distribution of Respondents about the Best Way of

Avoiding Dowry 48



ABBREVIATION

% - Percentage

AD - Anno Domini

BS - Bikram Sambat

CBS - Central Bureau of Statistics

HH - Household

INGOs - International Non Governmental Organizations

NGOs - Non Governmental Organizations

T.U - Tribhuvan University

VDC - Village Development Committee



WORD MEANING

Kanya - daughter

Dan - give away

Daijo - dowry

Izzat - prestige

Kosa - dowry

Suku - one strawmat

Sanusa - big wooden box

Sunauli - bride wealth


