2014

— Suman Adhikari

THARU WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN THE MANAGEMENT OF COMMUNITY FOREST

THARU WOMEN'’S PARTICIPATION IN THE MANAGEMENT OF
COMMUNITY FOREST:
(A Case Study of Kumroj Community Forest Users Group of Kumroj
VDC, Chitwan District)

A Dissertation

Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Central
Department of Sociology/Anthropology, Tribhuvan University
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for

Degree of Master of Arts in Sociology

Suman Adhikari
Exam Roll No.: 280265/063
T. U. Regd. No.: 24960-95

CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY /ANTHROPOLOGY
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
KIRTIPUR, KATHMANDU
April 2014



THARU WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN THE MANAGEMENT OF
COMMUNITY FOREST:
(A Case Study of Kumroj Community Forest Users Group of Kumroj VDC,
Chitwan District)

A Dissertation
Submitted to the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Central Department
of Sociology/Anthropology, Tribhuvan University
in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirementsfor

Degree of Master of Artsin Sociology

Suman Adhikari
Exam Roll No.: 280265/063
T. U. Regd. No.: 24960-95

CENTRAL DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY /ANTHROPOLOGY
TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY
KIRTIPUR, KATHMANDU
April 2014



CLARATION

| hereby declare that the work presented in this thesis entitled “THARU WOMEN'S
PARTICIPATION IN THE MANAGEMENT OF COMMUNITY FOREST: (A
Case Study of Kumroj Community Forest Users Group of Kumroj VDC,
Chitwan District)” has been done myself and has not been submitted elsewhere for
the award of any degree. All sources of information have been specialy

acknowledged by references to the authors or institutions.

Suman Adhikari

Date......oovvvvvvieinnnn



Tribhuvan University
Faculty of Humanities and Social Science
Central Department of Social /Anthropology
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

RECOMMENDATION LETTER

This is to certify that the dissertation entitted "THARU WOMEN'S
PARTICIPATION IN THE MANAGEMENT OF COMMUNITY FOREST:
(A Case Study of Kumroj Community Forest Users Group of Kumroj VDC,
Chitwan District)”submitted by Suman Adhikari, for the partial fulfillment of the
requirement for master degree of sociology completed under my supervision and
guidance. Therefore | would like to recommend this dissertation for final approva

and acceptance.

Lect. Jailab Rai
Supervisor
Central Department of
Sociology/Anthropology
Tribhuban University, Kirtipur



Tribhuvan University
Faculty of Humanities and Social Science
Central Department of Social /Anthropology
Kirtipur, Kathmandu

APPROVAL LETTER

This dissertation entitted " THARU WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN
THE MANAGEMENT OF COMMUNITY FORESTS: (A Case Study of
Kumroj Community Forest Users Group of Kumroj VDC, Chitwan District)"
submitted by Suman Adhikari has been evaluated and approved for partial fulfillment
of the requirements for Master degree of Artsin sociology.

Dissertation committee: -

Prof. Om GurungPh.D.
Head of Department sociology /anthropol ogy

Jiban Mani Poudel
External Examiner

Lecturer JallebRa
Supervisor

Date- ..o



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

It is my great pleasure to present this thesis to central department of sociology
anthropology Tribhuban University, Kiritpur, as a part of partia fulfillment of the

requirement of master degree in sociology/ anthropol ogy.

| would like to express my heartfelt acknowledgement to my thesis supervisor Jailab
Ra Lecturer a sociology/Anthropology; central department of TU Kirtipur
Kathmandu .who helped me a lot in completing thesis dissertation and his constant

inspiration and in valuable guidance throughout the research period.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to prof. Om Gurung, Head of the
Department of sociology/anthropology T.U. Central Department, for his valuable
suggestion.

| am aso grateful all respected professors, lectures and staffs of
sociology/Anthropology Department for helping mein different ways.

| would like to thank all the selected respondents of the Kumroj V.D.C. and al the
staff of Kumroj community forest user group of Chitwan. | would like to thank for
scholar whose esteemed worked are taken as reference in this work.

Similarly | am aso thankful my wife Sangita Chapagai for her suggestion and help
during my thesis work and | would aso like to thank to my friends Dhirgj Lamsal,
Anil Poudel, Mamata Sharama, Amrita Poudel and Sis Namrata Chapagain for kind
co-operation thiswork.

At last but not the least, | would like to express my deep gratitude to my parents Basu
Dev Adhikari and Durga Devi Adhikari for their kind co-operation throughout this
study.

Date:-

Suman Adhikari



ABSTRACT

Community forestry was introduced in Nepal in 1978. The community forestry
approach has been highly successful in the protection of forestsin the Terai of Nepal.
Women are playing an important role in sustainable development of community
forests. However, their role is neither properly identified nor explored. So, the study
focuses to the Tharu women's participation in community forest management of

Kumroj Community Forest User's Group.

To explore the target issues, some general and specific objectives are made. The
general objective of the study isto find the women's participation in community forest

user group's activities whereas the specific objectives of the study are:

To find out the level of Tharu women's participation in Community Forest
(CF) activities through CFUG's activities.

To determine Tharu women’s participation in decision making process of
CFUG.

KCFUG of Chitwan district is selected for the present study. The reason for the
selection of the site is convenient for the researcher, which is held on the basis of
exploratory and descriptive research method. The study is based on primary and
secondary data and the nature of data is qualitative. Among the total households, only
138 households are chosen by caste or ethnicity for the study. Female respondents
were selected for interview and male as well as female were selected according to the
convenience for household survey. Key informants and focus group discussion also
used to collect information.

According to the field survey, Female literacy rate is 57.89 percent and only 36.96
percent household heads are female. In forest resource collection, females
involvement in firewood collection is 56.25 percent, in grass cutting is 44.20 percent
and low participation in timber cutting and collection because hired workers also has
been used. Participation in grass and firewood collection of female is higher than the
rest.

Participation of women in general meeting of KCFUG is only 26.81 percent and

participation of males are 73.19 percent. Participation of female in attending meeting



was like audience is high. Taking part actively in general meeting, sharing in
decision-making and discussion is very low. According to the government policy
minimum 1/3 of the committee members must be female but in KCFUG committee
there are just 2 female members among 15 members of the total committee and only

one Tharu women in the Kumroj Community Forest Committee (annex-1V).

According to the field study, there are so many obstacles for women to participate
community forest activities, such as; traditional male dominated culture, household
work load, lack of knowledge about community forestry, poor economic condition,
lack of permission to attend meeting, lack of empowerment, feeling of women
needless to participate in public concern, less chance to view for women in every

sector of development activities, illiteracy etc.
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