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ABSTRACT

The study is carried out for the analysis of the nature and causes of

poverty in Dalit community in Pallikot VDC, Gulmi. This study is limited

to ward no. 1, 2 and 3. The main objectives of this study is to find out the

nature and causes of poverty in Dalit community and to examine the

magnitude of social discrimination against dalit.

The qualitative and quantitative data collected from the primary

and secondary sources. Mainly this study is based on primary information

from 57 respondents of 50 household which was selected purposively.

The information has been collected from the respondents with the

applications of structural and open ended interview schedule. Numbers

and percent are the major statistical measures used for analyzing and

interpreting the data. Data has been analyzed on the basis of physical

factors such as demographic feature, population structure, age, sex

structure and educational structure.

The study identified that size of landholding were found to be very

low in Dalit. About 99 percent household could not produce sufficient

food for the whole years. Traditional occupation is also a major causes of

poverty in Dalit people. It shows that their expenditure in education is

very low in Dalit.

The extent of social and cultural discrimination was huge.

Discrimination and derogatory act of untouchability was fairly common

in religious places, common water sources and public ceremonies etc.

The situation of dalit and non dalit is very different in the same

VDC. Non dalit are so far from the absolute poverty but Dalit are

absolutely as well as relatively poor in this VDC.



7

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page No.
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 1-13

1.1 Background of the Study 1

1.1.1 Poverty in Nepal 3

1.1.2 Historical Development of Caste Hierarchy 5

1.1.3 Present Situation of Dalit in Nepal 9

1.2 Statement of the Problem 10

1.3 Objectives of the Study 11

1.4 Significance of the Study 12

CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 13-22
2.1 Literature Survey 13

2.2 Nepal living standard survey 2010/11 18

CHAPTER II: RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 23-26
3.1 Rational Selection of the Study Area 23

3.2 Research Design 24

3.3 Sources of Data 24

3.4 Population and Sampling Size of the Study 24

3.5 Data Collection Procedures 25

3.6 Data Processing and Analysis 25

3.7 Identification of Nature of Poverty 26

3.8 Limitation of the Study 26

CHAPTER IV: INTRODUCTION OF THE STUDY AREA 27-34
4.1 Demographic Characteristics of the Pallikot VDC 27

4.2 Caste Distribution of Dalit Community 29

4.3 Caste/Ethnic Distribution of Total Population in

Pallikot VDC in Gulmi District 30

4.4 Caste Distribution of Dalit Community in Pallikot

VDC in Gulmi District 31

4.5 Analysis of Possible factors of poverty 32

4.5.1 Size of Landholding 32

4.6 Family Size 33



8

4.7 Other Sources of Income 34

4.8 Share cropping and contract system 34

4.9 Perma System (labour exchange) 35

4.10 Wage Labors 35

4.11 Livestock 36

CHAPTER FIVE 37-51
5.1 Nature and Causes of Poverty in the Study Area 37

5.2 Food Sufficiency from Own Land Production 38

5.3 Traditional Occupation 39

5.4 Housing Condition 41

5.5 Consumption Pattern of dalits 42

5.6 Educational Status 43

5.7 Social Factors 44

5.8 Demographic Factors 44

5.9 Health 45

5.10 Political Awareness 45

5.11 Administrative and Legal Aspects 45

5.12 House Amenities and Telecommunications 45

5.13 Social and Cultural Discrimination 46

5.14 Feeling of Dalits 48

5.15 Suggestions for Improvement 50

CHAPTER SIX : SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND
RECOMMENDATION 52-58

6.1 Summary 52

6.2 Conclusion 55

REFERENCES 59-60



9

LIST OF TABLES

Page No.

Table 1.1: The dynamics of poverty in Nepal 4

Table 1.2: Distribution of poverty according to caste 5

Table 2.1: Poverty profile by analytical domain 18

Table 4.1 : Age Wise and Sex Wise Distribution of Population of the

Study Area 28

Table 4.2 : Caste Distribution of Dalit Community in Nepal 29

Table 4.3: Distribution of different ethnic groups and castes in

Pallikot VDC 31

Table 4.4: Caste Distribution of Dalit Community in Pallikot

VDC Ward No. 1, 2 and 3 32

Table 4.5: Distribution of Land among Sample Households 33

Table 4.6 : Family size of the Dalit Household 34

Table 5.1: Distribution on the Basis Sufficiency 38

Table 5.2: Major occupations of dalits in Pallikot VDC 40

Table 5.3: Housing conditions of dalits in Pallikot VDC 41

Table 5.4: Annual consumption of the poor 42

Table 5.5: Educational status of dalits in Pallikot VDC 43

Table 5.6: Household electronic/electric goods and telecommunication

sources in dalit community 46

Table 5.7: Degree of Discrimination Against Dalits on Various Aspects 48

Table 5.8: Measure of the feelings and responses of dalits to social

discrimination 49

Table 5.9: Suggestions and responses of dalits to questionnaire about

improvement of their living status, and decreasing

discrimination 50

Table 5.10:Suggestions of dalits for improving their livelihood 51


