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Prologue

During the past few decades home environment had been identified as being a

contributing factor in a child’s educational, cognitive and affective development.

Family relationships play an important role in an individual’s life pattern from early

childhood through adulthood. Much of an individual’s educational and personality

patterning originates at home. Not only does the child inherit certain family

potentialities, but during his developing years, his attitudes, beliefs, ideals and overt

behavior reflects the influences on him of home experiences.

The degree of successful adjustment achieved by the child in his family relationships

depends on various factors of influence. Of these, special attention is diverted towards

traditional parental attitudes toward child rearing (rigid versus permissive), emotional

reactions of family members (emotionally stable versus disturbed), and the

socioeconomic status of the home (middle and upper versus lower class).

A close relationship between parents and the child affects the emotional relationship.

Rejection and broken homes in the form of separation divorce, desertion, and death of

a parent or denial of advantages of privileges, punishment, threats and humiliation,

poor socioeconomic conditions also affect the social adjustment and behavior of the

child. Because of its pre-eminence / supremacy the family probably has the greatest

influence on a child’s future life than any other agent.

All schools of thought, involved in the study of personality are in agreement that child

imitates his parents; his acquisition of pictures of social roles and his tendency to act

out in later relationship are all associated with his interaction with his parents.

Family life, in other words, is a general confidence pattern, including satisfaction of

parents with each other and with the home situation, but likely to involve also the

inconsistency of discipline, differing standards by parents, quarrels between parents,

etc. As family is a strong socializing agent, it becomes obvious that child takes on the

roles of his family members i.e., the parents in particular. When we say that child

acquires roles from his family then, it is evident that a low-morale home does not start

him off on a favorable path.


