
Tribhuvan University 

 

 

 

 

Female Masculinity in Mo Yan’s Red Sorghum 

 

 

 

 

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University 

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of 

Master of Arts in English 

 

 

 

By: 

Puskal Bhusal 

Roll: 173-067/068 

 

 

     University Campus 

Kirtipur, Kathmandu 

January 2014   

 



Tribhuvan University 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Science 

Central Department of English 

Kirtipur, Kathmandu 

 

 

Letter of Recommendation 

 

Puskal Bhusal has completed his thesis entitled “Female Masculinity in Mo 

Yan’s Red Sorghum” under my supervision. He carried out this research from April 

2013 to January 2014. I hereby recommend his thesis be submitted for viva voce. 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________ 

Khem Raj Khanal 

Supervisor 

Date: January25,2014. 

  



Tribhuvan University 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Central Department of English 

Kirtipur, Kathmandu 

 

 

Approval Letter 

 

This thesis entitled “Female masculinity in Mo Yan’s Red Sorghum” 

submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University by Puskal 

Bhusal has been approved by the undersigned members of the Research Committee. 

 

Members of the Research Committee: 

_____________________     ____________________ 

           Internal Examiner 

_____________________ 

 

_____________________    ____________________ 

                 External Examiner  

 _____________________ 

 

 _____________________     ___________________ 

Head  

_____________________                 Central Department of English 

            Tribhuvan University  

          

Date..............................  

 

 



 

Acknowledgements 

 First of all, I would like express my gratitude to Mr. Khem Raj Khanal, my 

guide and the lecturer at the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, for 

direction, encouragement, idea and productive advice from the very beginning to the 

completion of this thesis. Without his regular co-operation and intellectual guidance, 

this research work would have never had the shape of its present form. I consider 

myself very fortunate to carry out this research under his command and guidance. So, 

I would like to extend my sincere and hearty gratitude to him. 

 I am very much thankful to Prof. Dr. Amma Raj Joshi, Head of the Central 

Department of English, for the appreciation of this research work in its present shape. 

I would like to expand my sincere thanks to respected teachers Badri Prasad Acharya, 

Krishna Sapkota, Bal Bahadur Thapa and all other teachers who inspired me to 

materialize my dream of Master of Arts in English Literature. 

 I would like to remember my parents and relatives for their encouragement, 

support, love and blessing to complete my M. A. in English and generously 

supporting me throughout my study. I would like to thank my dear wife Mrs 

Rajeshwori Pali for her active and valuable support. I would also like to express my 

gratefulness to all my friends who directly and indirectly helped me to bring this 

thesis in its current form. Lastly, I’m grateful to writers, critics, intellectuals and 

thinkers of all the resource materials whom I have cited. 

 

Puskal Bhusal 

January 2014 

 



 

Abstract 

The present thesis explores the female masculinity in Mo Yan’s Red Sorghum, 

applying gender criticism, especially female masculinity. Female masculinity is a 

theory of the alternative masculinity which locates masculinity outside the male body. 

Any female having strong determination, courage, resistance, advanced thinking, is 

regarded as masculine woman. Judith Halberstam and Kamala Bhasin are the major 

theorists discussed in this theory. The thesis will introduce their concepts to interpret 

the book Red Sorghum that provides a new identity to Dai Fenglian, the female 

protagonist of the novel. The role of Dai Fenglian, is not tune with the traditional 

female identity, as weak, meek, passionate, docile, kind-hearted, submissive woman. 

She is portrayed like a man; bold, determined, strong hearted, decision maker and so 

on. The book highlights masculine actions of Dai Fenglian by exposing the subvertion 

of the existing norms and values of the contemporary Chinese society. She stands as a 

revolutionary character, as an independent individual with unique identity and self-

respect in the then society of China. She ruptures all established patriarchal norms and 

conditions of the society as well as the Confucian ethics, denying her husband and 

father, practicing adultery, inheriting and managing property and so on she goes on to 

a national heroine. The strong determination, thought and courage of Dai Fenglian has 

remained until the last moment of her life. She spends her whole life fighting against 

all social dogmas and injustice to women and ultimately establishes a uniquely 

dignified identity and pride. In this backdrop, she has become a liberated female 

character of China. But, her premature death is a tame subservience to patriarchy. 

 

 



 

Contents 

Page 1o. 

Acknowledgements          

Abstract  

          

I. Women in China, Red Sorghum and Female Masculinity            

Error! Bookmark not defined.1-20 

II. Dai Fenglian as a Masculine Female: Rise of New Woman 21-37 

III.  Dai Fenglian as a New Woman and Subservience of Patriarchy                  38-40 

Works Cited  

 


