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Abstract

This research explores the questions of role of violence in the history with reference to
the US-Mexico borderland in Cormac McCarthy’s Blood Meridian and No Country for Old Men.
These two novels represent the American westward expansion and drug war in the late
nineteenth century and at the turn of the present century. McCarthy brings together notions of
wounds, presence of violence, opacity and incomprehensibility of reality, history and its belated
consequences, betrayal of variety, and the notion of empathic unsettlement while unravelling the
trauma arising from the violence. | present the thesis how both of the narratives exhibit varied
facets of trauma faced by the people in different times but at the same setting and in the similar
ways. After studying various analyses by critics on both of the narratives, including the
researches in the light of trauma theory, | make my standpoint deviating from them and by
drawing on the ideas of Cathy Caruth and Dominick LaCapra. The key argument is that as
McCarthy writes back violence into the history of the South-western part of the USA, his

capturing of the specificity of the trauma causes empathic unsettlement in the readers.
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