
Tribhuvan University 

 

 

 

Politics of High Colonial Romance in Haggard and Stevenson 

 

 

 

 

A Thesis Submitted to Central Department of English in Partial Fulfillment of the 

Requirements for the Degree of M. Phil. in English for the Approval of the Research 

Committee 

 

 

 

 

By 

Hari Prasad Gaire 

 

 

 

 

Central Department of English 



Kritipur, Kathmandu 

July, 2013 

Tribhuvan University 

Central Department of English, 

M. Phil. Program, 

Kirtipur, Kathmandu 

 

Letter of Recommendation 

 

Mr. Hari Prasad Gaire has completed his thesis entitled “Politics of High Colonial 

Romance in Haggard and Stevenson” under my supervision. I hereby recommend this thesis be 

submitted for viva voce. 

 

 

                                                                            …………………………….. 

                                                                              Prof. Dr. Arun Gupto 

Research Supervisor 

 

                                                                                Date:……………………..       

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Tribhuvan University  

Central Department of English 

M. Phil. Program 

 

Letter of Approval 

  

This thesis entitled “Politics of High Colonial Romance in Haggard and Stevenson” 

submitted to the Central Department of English, Tribhuvan University, by Mr. Hari Prasad 

Gaire, has been approved by undersigned members of the Research Committee.  

 

Members of the Research Committee: 

    

    

        Internal Examiner 

   

 

External Examiner  

 

Program Coordinator 



 

Head, Central Department  

 of English 

 

Date:…………………………….  

Acknowledgements 

I am very much thankful to my thesis supervisor, Professor Dr. Arun Gupto, Central 

Department of English, Tribhuvan University, for his guidance, genuine suggestions, supports 

and responses for bringing this dissertation into this form. It would be impossible to complete 

this dissertation without his constant encouragement and support.  

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Professor Dr. Amma Raj Joshi, Head of 

the Central Department of English, T.U. for his help in allowing me to conduct research in this 

interesting topic. Similarly, I am indebted to Dr. Anirudra Thapa, Coordinator of M. Phil. 

Program in English, for his insightful guidance through out the class and in the preparation of 

proposal for this research. Professor Dr. Beerendra Pandey has equally been my mentor who has 

assisted so far in concretizing my abstract thoughts and proposals. I am indebted to all the 

respected teachers of the Central Department of English, my senior researchers and my 

colleagues, for their support, intellectual encouragement and continuous inspirations.  

This study would not have been possible without the valuable assistance of many people, 

to whom I am indebted: In particular friends like Rameshwor, Vishnu, Umesh, Apar, Uttam and 

Shovakant deserve due thanks.  

 A special word of thanks must go to my parents, Late Umakant Gaire, my father and 

Mohanikala Gaire, my mother, for being considerate and understanding and providing blessings, 



moral support and space within which to complete this study. Brothers like Bharat and Sharad 

Koirala are brothers in true sense of the word. Shiva, Pasupati, Sabita and all my cousins are 

always very precious to me. They almost motivated me to complete my work on time.   

My beloved wife Gita Bashyal has always inspired me. My dearest daughter Anushka is 

always in my heart wherever I am. Friends and relatives have directly and indirectly helped me 

to bring this dissertation into this form. 

Thanks to all of you. 

Hari Prasad Gaire 

July, 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Abstract 

This research is based on R.L. Stevenson’s Treasure Island, and H. Rider Haggard’s 

King Solomon’s Mines and She. Among many other late Victorian writers who found the 

imperial situation a wonderful arena for psychological drama, Stevenson and Haggard are the 

two cheers in this category. The arresting narrative, rather than the scramble for colonies, 

accounts mostly to Haggard and Stevenson for the popular vogue for literature of exotic 

adventure. The objective is to show that the late Victorian adventure narratives of Stevenson and 

Haggard are part of a larger discourse of imperial confidence. Narratives like Treasure Island, 

King Solomon’s Mines and She serve to confirm and celebrate the success of the imperial 

undertaking. Adventurers finally find what they are looking for and return home safe and richer. 

The high colonial romance prominent in the adventure narratives of Stevenson and Haggard 

seems attributable to the consequence of the inherent motive in the part of white European 

travellers of Orientalizing Africa, the utilitarian Victorian motive of robbing Africa of her vast 

and valuable natural and manual resources, and satisfying the sexual fantasies of the masculine 

imperial imagination. The imperial politics, it is assumed, is inextricably linked up with the form 

of romance, wherein everything is focused on a conflict between the hero and his enemy, and all 

the readers values are intended to be bound up with the hero. 
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