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Abstract
This research is the study of two slave narratives by different writers from the
perspective of romanticism. In the slave narratives, The History of Mary Prince, and
The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudh Equiano, the pervading romantic
notion of individual freedom appears to be the sole and whole cause of the rise of
abolitionist movement. In the popular romantic discourses, the orientation towards
individual freedom and critique of social as well as institutional restriction are
emphasized. The romanticists’ vision of individual freedom and social reform pave
the way for the abolition of slavery, servitude and bondage of social restriction. In The
History of Mary Prince, the narrator is steadily aware of the value and significance of
liberty even in the condition of extreme misery. Right from her childhood, when she
sees other people struggling for freedom from slavery, she grows acutely aware of
liberty. The torture and punishment which she receives from her different slave
holders implant in her a firm sense of freedom from slavery. She tries her level best to
earn her freedom but none of her slaver holder allows her to buy her freedom. Her
contact with various free women who go to church takes her from the bondage of
slavery to the sunshine of freedom. It is in the church that she meets several free
citizens who educate her about her value and necessity of freedom. After marrying a
free black man she becomes hopeful that one day she will ultimately get freedom.
When Prince surveys nature, and various creatures enjoying freedom, she asks herself
why she cannot enjoy freedom like other creatures. The same is the condition of
Equiano. Equiano moves from one place to the other in the course of following
whosoever master buys him. He sees many black slaves buying their freedom with the
money they saved by working overtime in the plantations of other workers. Equiano
gets plenty of money through trade and commerce with which he gets freedom from

the clutch of slavery.
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