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Abstract 

 This study attempts to explore how Kipling simultaneously works in documenting Indian 

cultural landscape from the domineering vantage point of colonialism in Kim. This  For that 

purpose, it uses the concepts of anthropologists such as Martyn Hammersley, Paul Atkinson, 

Dwight Conquergood , Peter Pels , Kirsty Williamson etc., and Kim’s critics like Edward Said, 

Don Randall, Phillip E. Wegner, Mehmet Ali Çelikel etc. It analyzes how Kipling operates in 

extracting and documenting cultural data from the field and how he creates imperialistic picture 

of Indian customs and manners due to his colonial outlook in documentation. He utilizes Kim 

and the Lama to explore Indian cultural landscape by putting them in a grand colonial expedition 

in the back drop of The Great Game. Leading them through many cultural settings, they become 

the means for the writer to explore rich cultural heritage of India. In the mean time Kipling, 

through his technically omniscient Anglo-Indian narrator, adds imperialistic color and glamour 

in his observation and recording of cultural information. This is especially obvious in the 

narrator’s derogatory remarks on Orientals and Asians in generalizing terms.   In this sense, the 

study claims this text to sense ethnography cum colonialist writing though not in their purest 

sense. The thesis has been divided into four chapters. The first states the hypothesis, introduces 

ethnography, colonialism, shows the link between ethnography and colonialism and presents the 

crux of the study. The second situates ethnography in the text. The third practically analyzes how 

colonial and ethnographic drives of the writer operate together in the text. The last restates the 

arguments made in the hypothesis that the text evidences the writerly impulses of ethnography 

and colonialism. 
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