
Tribhuvan University 

 

 

 

 

Assertion of Female Gothic in Hannah’s Little Face 

 

 

 

 

A Thesis Submitted to the Central Department of English 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of 

Master Arts in English 

 

 

 

 

By 

Sarita Sharma 

 

University Campus 

Kirtipur, Kathmandu 

August 2015 



Acknowledgements 

I am genuinely indebted to my respected teacher and advisor Hem Lal Pandey, Lecture of 

Central Department of English, T. U., Kirtipur for providing me intellectual and precious 

suggestions and guidance. Without his appropriate suggestions, this research work would never 

be completed. Any attempt to express my gratitude to him in words would be inadequate. 

I would like to express my reverence to Prof. Dr. Ammaraj Joshi, the Head of Central 

Department of English for his cooperation. I also want to owe my thanks to my lecturers and 

seniors for their valuable suggestions during my research work. 

I would like to express my gratitude to my family that without family inspiration and 

constant support my dream of achieving Master’s Degree in English would remain unfulfilled. I 

am also thankful to my friends who helped me directly and indirectly on various occasions. 

 

August 2015        Sarita Sharma 

 



Abstract 

This research looks into the text Little Face by Hannah from the perspective of female 

gothic subject position. The major thrust of this research is to establish how gothic subjectivity of 

a woman is shaped and sustained by socio-cultural forces. This research puts forwards the 

finding that there is no single locus of female subjectivity.  Socio-cultural norms and ideological 

trends determine how women are required to perform their roles and how they are supposed to 

relate themselves to the emerging phenomenon. In Little Face, the protagonist Alice is subjected 

to a harrowing situations. Her husband and mother in law condemn her as an insane woman. Her 

child is abducted. She does not know who has kidnapped her child. Another child is kept in the 

place of her child and she is told that her child is not missing. Her child in found on the cot. She 

laments sadly for the loss of her child. Nobody assists her in her search for her missing child. 

Rather her complaints are dismissed as outburst of her tantrums and crazy sentiments. Her 

neighbors too begin to count her as a crazy woman who upsets neighbors with her tantrums. 

Even she has to encounter indifference of some of the police officers and detectives. Despite all 

these setbacks, she manages to go ahead smoothly for the attainment of justice and good social 

standing. It is her adaptability and flexibility that help her to achieve good social standing, 

freedom and justice.  
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