
PRISONERS OF SURKHET JAIL :

A  CASE STUDY

A DISSERTATION SUBMITTED TO

TRIBHUVAN UNIVERSITY

THE FACULTY OF HUMANITIES & SOCIAL SCIENCES

BIRENDRANAGAR MULTIPLE CAMPUS, SURKHET

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY / ANTHROPOLOGY

IN THE PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR

MASTER'S DEGREE  IN SOCIOLOGY

SUBMITTED BY :

YAGYA PRASAD UPADHYAYA
CAMPUS ROLL NO. 37
EXAM ROLL NO. 4841

T. U. REGISTRATION NO. 8425/91

2008



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Birendranagar Multiple Campus

Department of Sociology/ Anthropology

Biredranagar, Surkhet.

Letter of Recommendation

I hereby recommend the dissertation entitled " Prisoners of Surkhet

Jail : A Case Study" by Mr. Yagya Prasad Upadhyaya, under my

supervision and guidance for the partial fulfillment of the requirements of Master's

Degree of Arts in Sociology.

(-------------------)

Bhiu Singh Budha

( Asst. Lecturer)

Date :- 21 Feb. 2008



Tribhuvan University

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Birendranagar Multiple Campus

Department of Sociology/ Anthropology

Biredranagar, Surkhet.

Acceptance Letter

The dissertation / thesis entitled "Prisoners of Surkhet Jail : A Case Study" has

been accepted as the partial fulfillment of the requirement for the Masters Degree

of Arts in Sociology.

Evaluation / Expert Committee

Keshar Singh Rana -----------------------

(Campus Chief)

Krishna Bahadur Regmi -----------------------

(Head of Department)

Bhiu Singh Budha -----------------------

(Supervisor)

Ananda Prasad Subedi -----------------------

(External Supervisor)



Acknowledgement
This Thesis/dissertation entitled, " Prisoners of Surkhet Jail: A case Study"

is my personal requirement for the partial fulfillment of M.A. in

sociology/Anthropology. I am optimistic that it will not only contribute to meet my

immediate objectives but also will be useful to the individuals having interest in

policy making in real life situation. To complete this thesis, a number of

institutions and persons have granted me support and assistance from different

angles so, I would like to express my sincere grateful and thanks to all of them.

First of all, I would like to thank the family of Birendranagar Multiple

Campus including Department of Sociology / Anthropology for granting me the

permission to carry out my present dissertation. Equally, I would like to express

my sincere gratitude to and Mr. Bhiu Singh Budha under whose supervision, I

come to complete and furnish this study.

I am thankful to Campus Chief  Keshar Singh Rana and Head of the

Department, Krishna Bahadur Regmi, External Supervisor Mr. Ananda Prasad

Subedi who directed me and other lecturer's Bachchhu Kailash Pandey, Arjun Aidi,

Mohan Pulami, Sher Bahadur Rayamajhi and the librarians of Birendranagar

Multiple Campus, I express my upsetting thanks to Shah Dev Khadka, the jailer

and police Security groups who provided me the environment to collect

information with the prisoners. I am also thankful to the respondent all 42

prisoners who co-operate me kindly all the queries without any hesitation.

Finally, I would like to express my thanks to my wife Mrs. Gyanu Bhattarai

(Upadhya) and son Atal Bhattari, my collegues, friends, family members,

computer man ( Dikendra & Tulsi) and all those people who have directly/

indirectly co-operate me in preparation this thesis/ dissertation.

Feb 2008 Yagya Prasad Upadhyaya



List of tables
Table No. Page No.

1. The nature of crime 23

2. Age group of the prisoners 24

3. Educational status 25

4. The religion of the prisoners 27

5. Marital status of the prisoners 28

6. Caste of the prisoners 29

7. Place of birth of the prisoners 31

8. Family member of the prisoners 32

9. Occupation of the prisoners 33

10. The ownership of house of the prisoners 34

11. Co-helpers of the prisoners 35

12. Land ownership 36

13. Structure of house of the prisoners 37

14. Income of the prisoners family 38

15. Political attachment of the prisoners 39

16. Dynamics of the prisoners 39

17. The period of time being in the jail 40

18. prisoners activity in the jail 41

19. Head of the family of the prisoners 42

20. Causes of crime in the society 43

21. Verification of the prisoners' crime 45

22. Comparison of the environment of home and jail 46

23. Domination of prisoners within colleagues 47

24. Feeling of the prisoners 47

25. Infrastructures of Jail 49



26. Acceptance of blame 49 27. The

expect of prisoner 50



List of figures

Figure No. Description Page

1. Figure  1 Educational Status of the prisoners. ` 26

2. Figure  2 The religion of the prisoners. 27

3. Figure  3 Ethnic / Caste of the prisoners. 30

4. Figure  4 Ownership of the house of the prisoners. 34

5. Figure  5 Co-helper of the prisoners. 36

6. Figure  6 The head of the family of the prisoners. 43

7. Figure  7 Causes of crime. 44

8. Figure  8 Verification of prisoners. 45

9. Figure  9 Feeling of prisoners. 48

10.Figure  10 The expect of prisoners. 51



Contents

Letter of Recommendation

Acceptance Letter

Acknowledgement

List of tables

List of figures

Page

1. CHAPTER ONE : INTRODUCTION

1.1. Background of the study 1

1.2. Statement of the problem 3

1.3. Objective of the study 4

1.4. Rational of the study 5

1.5. Organization of the study 5

1.6. Experience of the study 6

CHAPTER TWO : REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

2.1. Theoretical Review 8

2.2  Review of Previous Study 9

2.3. Definition of key concept and their measurement 11

2.4. Conceptual framework 13

CHAPTER THREE : RESEARCH METHODS

3.1. Research design 14

3.2. Study Area / site and Rational for Selection. 14

3.3. The Universe and Sample 15

3.4. Nature and Source of Data 15

3.5. Data Collection Techniques 15

3.5.1. Observation



3.5.2. Interview

3.5.3. Questionnaire

3.5.4. Case study

3.6. Reliability and Validity of Data 16

3.7. Data processing, Analysis and interpretation 17

3.8. Limitation of the study 17

CHAPTER  FOUR :  THE SETTING OF THE STUDY AREA

4.1. Geographical outline 18

4.2. Administrative and political boundaries 19

4.3. Climate 19

4.4. Population 19

4.5. Flora and Fauna 19

4.6. History of Birendranagar 20

CHAPTER FIVE : DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

5.1.      Social status of the prisoners 22

5.1.1.   The nature of crime 22

5.1.2.   Age group of the prisoners 24

5.1.3.   Educational status 25

5.1.4.   The religion of the prisoners 26

5.1.5.   Marital status of the prisoners 28

5.1.6.   Ethnic / Caste of the prisoners 29

5.1.7.   Place of birth of the prisoners 30

5.1.8.   Family member of the prisoners 31

5.1.9.  Occupation of the prisoners 32

5.1.10.  The ownership of house of the prisoners 33

5.1.11.  Co-helpers of the prisoners 35

5.1.12.  Land ownership 36



5.1.13.  Structure of house of the prisoners 37

5.1.14.  Income of the prisoners family 38

5.1.15.  Political attachment of the prisoners 38

5.1.16.  Dynamics of the prisoners 39

5.1.17.  The period of time being in the jail 40

5.1.18.  prisoners activity in the jail 41

5.1.19.  Head of the family of the prisoners 42

5.1.20.  Causes of crime in the society 43

5.1.21.  Verification of the prisoners' crime 44

5.1.22.  Comparison of the environment of home and jail 46

5.1.23.  Domination of prisoners within colleagues 46

5.1.24.  Feeling of the prisoners 47

5.1.25.  Infrastructures of Jail 48

5.1.26.  Acceptance of blame 49

5.1.27.  The expect of prisoners 50

CHAPTER SIX : SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

6.1.  Summary 52

6.2.  Conclusion 55

6.3.  Recommendation 56

 Annex - 1 Abbreviations

 Annex - 2 Bibliography

 Annex - 3 Case study

 Annex - 4 Questionnaire

 Annex - 5 Key Informants

 Annex - 6 Maps

Annex - 7 Photos


