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ABSTRACT

The thesis entitled “Tense and Aspect in Phedape Limbu and English” tries to find out

the tense and aspect system in the Phedape dialect of the Limbu language and to make a

comparison between tense and aspect and their markers with those of English in terms of

person and number. The researcher used both primary and secondary sources of data .He

selected forty Limbu native speakers from Pathari VDC of Morang district and divided

them into three strata; illiterate, literate and educated. The data were collected using the

inteview questionnaire as a research tool. The researcher found out that the Limbu

language has four aspects but only two aspect makers (i.e. progressive and perfect).

English has four aspects and three aspect markers (progressive, perfect and perfect

progressive). Limbu does not have future tense. In English future tense is expressed by

'will' and 'shall' but in the Limbu language by future time adverbs. English has only the

third person singular marker '-s' whereas Limbu has more person and number markers.

English has only simple past tense marker but Limbu has simple past, present continuous,

past continuous, present perfect and past perfect tense markers. Limbu has person

markers but Einglish does not.

The thesis contains four chapters. The first chapter contains general background, review

of the related literature, objectives of the study, significance of the study. The second

chapter deals with methodology of the study and it includes the sources of data,

population of the study, sampling procedure, research tool, process of data collection and

limitation of the study. The third chapter deals with the analysis and interpretation of the

collected data and comparison of Limbu and English tense and aspect system and the

fourth chapter presents the findings and recommendations.

vii



SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATONS

Ø Zero
1 First person

2 Second person

3 Third person

ad adverb

D.                                                                     Dual

E.                                                                      Exclusive

I Inclusive

M                                                                      Marker

V. Verb

N Number

O                                                                      Object

P                                                                       person

Pc past Continuous

pf                                                                      perfect

Pl                                                                      Plural

ppf                                                                    past perfect

Pr                                                                      Prefix

PRc Present continuous

Prf                                                                     Present Perfect

pro progressive

S                                                                        Subject

Sg.                                                                     Singular

Sp Simple past

Spr Simple present

T Time

V Verb
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